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SIR, 



Efquire. 



APOLOGYS iovfilfevidemTruth 
can never bive any ^k6t on rhofc 
who have fo little Senfe as to deny 
them. Thej are the Foundatioq of 
all Reafoning, and the only juft Bottom on 
which Men can proceed in convincing one 
another of the Truth : and by confequeoce 
whoever is capable of denying them^ is not 
in a condition to be inform-d. Mere igno- 
rant Men, or Men defticute of thofe Princi* 
fles of KpwUdg^ may perhaps be capable 
of Information : Their Ignorance does not 
exclude them from aiTenting to f^lf-evf^ 
dent Truth when they firft bear it» nor 
from admitting any Confcquences deducible 
ffom i(» ^Kt Men who deny what is felf- 

A 9 evident. 
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evident, are not only deftitute of the Princi^ 
fUs of KpawUdg^ but muft in virtue of fuch 
their Denial have Principles inconfifient with 
them^ and confilicnt with (he greateft Ab« ' 
furdities. And under that diftemper'd State 
of Mind, it remains on)/ for them to take 
up with fome difordcr'd Fancies of their 
own; or, ^hicb is much mor? fpmmov, 
with the Diftates of artificial defigmng Meq 
or crack-brain'd Hnthudafts.: for as none 
elfe prefume to be Quides to others in Mat- 
ters of Speculation, fo none who think they 
ought to be guided in thofe Matters make 
choitt cf any but fuch for their Guides. 
And if they ever depart from the Sentiments 
they have once imbibed, and from being ob- 
ftinateinoneSetof Opinions become obftinate 
in another; their Change muft Hill be foun- 
ded on the fame Motives, and their Opinions 
beas abfurd as at 6t&. For as Truth will 
never fcrve the Purpofcs of Knaves, fo it 
will never fuit the Underilaodings of Fools ; 
jand ibe latter will ever be as well pleasM ia 
beii^ deceived, as the former in deceiving. 
It is therefore without the le^ft hopes of 
doing any good, but purely to comply with 
your Rcqueft, that I fend you this Afologj 
for Free-Thifikifug i which, as it is one of 
^ ihofe Subjeds too evident to be made plainer^ 
and which ought to be admitted on the firft 
Propofal, fo all that c^n be fa id io its be- 
bait mull be built 09 Topicks lefs ev^ent 

Ib^o the ibing ic ^eif, . 
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* 

' S » E C T» I» 

H A T I may proceed orderly, I will 
.«*• begia with 4f/f/i/>fg the Term. ' 

% 

BY Free^Thhtking then I mean, ThtVft 

of the Dndtrjtarjding^ in endeAvouring to find 
9ut th Meaning of any Profofiticn whatfo* » 
^ify in- eonfidering the UMture of the E^vi* 
dence for or againH it, and in judging of it 
According ta the feeming Force or tVeaknefs of 
the Evidence. This Defimtum cannot, I 
conceive, be excepted againft by the Enemys 
of Free-Thinkings as not including the Cr/w 
mrkb wfaieb they chsirgt Free Thinkers^ in 
order to render them odious to unthinking 
People (for if there, is any Qrime m tree^ 
Thimkings that Crime nnift be contained in 
a Definitionwhich lays no nnanncr of reftraint 
upon Thinking) and they muft allow, that 
if I vindicate Man^s Right to think f reefy ia 
the full extent of my Definition^ I not only 
dpologizje for my feif, who profefs to think 
freely every day de qetolibet ente^ but for all the 
Free Thinkers who ever were, or ever (hall' bc» 

TO prove tbb Right to think freely, I 
argue, 

A 1 t/. IP 
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V 

IF the Knowkdg of fome Truths , 
be required of us ty|r God ; if the Knowledg 
of others be ufeful to Society ; if the Know- 
ledg of no Truth be forbidden us by God, 
or hurtful to us; then -we have right to 
know, or may lawfully know any Truth. 
4nd if we have a right to know any Trutb^ 
we faflive then a rigit to think freely ^ ot to 

ufe our Vnderfidndiifgs^ in endeavouriug to ^ 
find out th$ Meaning of any Proportion whstm 
fiever^ in confidering the Evidence far w 4* 

gainH it^ and in judging of it according to the 
feeming Force or PVeaknefs of the Evidence: 

becaufe no Prbpofition^ before fuch Vfe of 

theVnderJlanding^ can be known to be true,' 
or can be juAiy laid afide asialfe ; Therefore 
z Right to know any Truth whatfoeveri im- 
plies a Right to think freely. 

adif. AS iVL msmual Arts we do only hy 

free Trial, Comparifon, and Experience of 
every things come to know what is beft 
3od perfed in each Art ; fo in the Sciences^ 
Perfeftion is only to be attained by Free- 
Thinking, 

LET Painters be fo far confin'd in their 
Art by the Religion of their Country, as to 
(lave it thought unlawful to paint any living 
Creature; it is evident the Art in that par- 
ticular would be narrowM and rellrain'd, 
mad we ihoMld want many beautiful Pieces, 

for 
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for which PagM and Chrijlian Divinitj fur- 
nifh the Painter with Matter. Apd if any 
t)oId and free. Fainter fhould tranfgreis tte 
eftMhlifb'^d Law of Painting, and venture upon 
painting either a God or Goddefs, or any 
Paflage of the Life of our Bluffed Swhur ; 
DOtbing is more plain than that the firft 
Drai^ht would be as Ihortof the Ferfedion 
of our bed Fidures^ as the PMimter himfelf 
mufl be fhort of our beft Painters in Expe- 
rience. Nay,^ let free Painting be allowed, . ^ 
Ferfe&ion wUl oever be reach'd in that Art, 
unlefs futable Encouragements be given to 
free Painters for what is excellent in its 
* kind, to the end there may be numbers of 
Men employed, who by Emulation may 
ilrive to exceed one another in their Ferfor- 
inances. Thus the Italians^ by the^ publick 
Encouragement given, excel us Britans in 
Fainting (tho free Fainting is allowM in each 
Country) and we in all likelihood for wane 
of many Hands being empIoyM and encou- 
ragM| Hiail continue for ever in our barbarous 
St^aej with refpeQ to any tolerable degree 
of a juft Tafte, or Ability to perform in 
that Art. 

I N like manner, let Men be reftrain'd 
from thinking on any Science or any part of 
a Science, they muft be ignorant fo far as 
the Reftraint goes. And if a few Men 
take now and then a little liberty, and break 
thro the eftabliih'd Reftraint, their Thoughts 

A 4 will 
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will never be fo perfcft as if all Men were 
allowVl and encourag'd to think of that 
natter : Imt ^ii^ f rogrefs in Cbfnking wHl 
be only proportionate to that degree of 
fft€-Thinknfg which prevaiJ^. Thus before 
the Refioration of Learning, 'wlien Men 
werefabjeStothelmpofitions of Priefts, a 
prodtgioQS Ignorance prevaird. And when 
they began to think, their firft Notions were 
rude and imperfcft, and' Time and Pains 
were necefTary to bring them to that degree 
of Juftneft tney arc at preftnt. It was by 
gradual Progrefs in rA/>^'/>^, that Men got 
fo much Knowledjg in Jftrofiomfy as to know 
that the Earth was of an (AicttUr Figure^ 
and that it moves about the Sun. It was by 
that means, that we are arriv'd at a Oe« 
monftration of the Exiftence of but one 
God, and at that ftriO: and philofophical 
Notion of him, as a Being deftitute of all 
Farts and Pafllions. And thus it has been 
with refpe£t to all our other Difcoveries. 

BESIDES, we arc not only fo far ig- 
norant in the Sciences, as we are under any 
reftraint from thinking about them ; bnc 
we muft be ignorant in thofe Sciences where- 
of we pretend to think, if we refufe to 
think of any Science wbatfoever. For there 
is a * Relation, Harmonv/Dependency, and 
'-■■■^ - " ■ ■■ ■' — ■ — - ■■ ■ ' — 

* Oinnes Arrcs (}ua^ ad hiim^nitarcm pertinent, ha- 
■bent q I. odd am conKi.unj vinculum, & quaii ccgn^rionc 
quadam aucr.rc tuntiiientur. tkcio iro Archia i'otta. 

,Con* 



1 



Digitized by Gopgle 



of F RE E-'Th INKING. 

Coone6^ion between all things ; and the 
Knowledg of one Science or An can never 

be thorowly obtainM without the Knowledg 
of other Arts and Sciences. Nay, take any 
Book that is a Mafter-piece in its kind, and 
you will find it has a relation to them all, 
and fixkt a very general and extenfive Know- 
hAg was neceflary to its Compofition. In 
the lUad of Homer, there is not an Jrt or 
Scimce^ or Branch of zny Jrt os Science^ but 
there are fome parts which have relation to it, 
and which the nature of the Work required ; 
^ and tbofe parts are as accurately and judly 
performed, as if each part had been done by 
one who was particularly vers'd in the Arc 
or Science refer'd to. As for inftance, H o* 
MER could never have defcrib'd as he 
ought, nor in the manner he has done, a 
Chgri9t or a ChdrietWheelj without the 
particular Knowledg of a Coachmaker : and 
fuch Knowledg was abfolutcly neceiTary to 
his purpofe, for if he had talk'd of tbofe 
things without that accurate Knowkdg, he 
bad certainly fallen into thofe Miflakcs 
vhicb Men ever do, when they venture to 
talk of what they do not underftand ; and 
if be bad omitted, fuch Defcnptions, his 
Foem which be defignM for Bternity to 
pleafe and inftrufl Mankind had been im. 
pcrfed. It is this univerfal Knowledg of 
things difplay'd in the llUd^ which makes it 
efteem'd fo perfeft a Work, and is the Foun- 
dation of that known Commendation of 

HOM£R. 
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Homer by the Cr/Vw*/, That the PrmcU 

fUs of 4dl Ar$s mJi Sciems are contdin^d in 

BU T to come to an InAance wherein we 
are more concern'd : The BiUe ^ntains a 
CoI1e£tion of Trads given us at divers times 
by God bimfelf ; and confequently every 
thing therein mentionM is bandied with the 
utmoft degree of Exaflnefs : for it is impof- 
fible that God, when he condefcends to teach 
Mankind by Writing or Books, ihould 
write as ill or worfe than mortal Men, and 
ad againft the Rules of Jrt in writing, and 
cxprefs Error and . Fal£hood inftead of Juft* 
nefs and Proportion^ 

■ 

NOW there is hot perhaps in the World 

fo mifcelUneoti'S a Book, and which treats of 
fuch Variety of things as the BibU does. 
There is a natural Hiftory of the Creation 
of the whole Univerfe, and of an univerfal 
Deluge of tliis Earth ; and a Civil and Ep- 
ciefiaftical Hiftory of all Mankind frocp.tbe 
Beginning of the World for above soco 
Years, and of a particular Nation for above 
800 Years. There are containM in it the 
municipal Laws of a Country, the Inftitu- 
tion ot two Religions (one whereof was to 
put an end to the other) feveral natural and 
fniraculous Phccnvmena of Nature, Defcrip- 
tions of raagnificenc Buildings, References to 
Husbandry, Sailing, Fhyfick, Pharmacy, Ma- 

thcmaticks^ 
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thfcm&ricks, and every thing dfe that can 

be named. AnA indeed the Compafs of 
fuch a Hifiofj fhews that no Arc or Science 
can be ttntouch'd in ir. To uoderftand the 
Matter therefore of this Book, requires the 
moft Thinking of all other Books ; f^nce to 
be mafter of the whole, a Man muft be able 
to think juftly in every Science and Art. 
Who can underftand the Order and Per- 
fedjofi di the hiftorical part» aqd the Com- 
pletion of the Prophecies about our Blefled 
Saviour, without being a confunonjate Maf* 
^er in amifent Hiftory > and Chronology, and 
in the Laws of each of thofe Arts ? How 
fsany Ydars of the Life of the greateft Qkfih 
mhgtr of the Wprld (the prefent Biihop of 
Worcejier) muft have been fpent only in ad- 
)ufiing the Seventy Weeks of Dani£l to 
Mie Times of the Messiah; when his 
Lordfbip's Work on that Subjed has already 
been above ten years in the Prefs? Who 
can frame an Idea of the Beauty and Mag- 
nificence of S o L o M o n's Temple^ or of 
th^t Model delineated inEzEKiEL, with- 
out a perfed Knowledg in M^herndticks^ 
and in particular of the Rules of Architec- 
ture ? Who can have a juft Notion of the 
CredthnznA Deluge^ without the Knowledg 
of all Nature? How is it poflible for any 
Man to enter into the Meaning of the ieve^ 
ral Paflages of Scripture, which feemingly 
cxhibit^o us an Idea of God after a huoiaa 
manner^ ' without the moft rcfin'd Meta^ 
' - phyficks, 
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phylkks, and the deepeft thinking and phi- 
lofophiziog 00 the Nature and Attributes ol 
God ? Nay, the Aforj%of the Holj Serifs 
ture is not to be precifely and diftinQIy un« 
derftood; ^i^itfaout an ameccdenc Knowledg 1 
in Ethicks^ or the Lm of Niiure. Who can 
Without a Knowledg in tint hix» underftand 
wheriincdnfift the Duties of Umng oaf Ene^ 

mjSy of not curing for the morrovp^ of not having ! 
tm Coats, and aU other Dutys exprefs'd ia 
fo umver&l a tnanner ? I'he Pajflfages chen* 
felves not exhibiting the neceflary Limita- 
tions and Reftridions which are imply 'd, 
thofe Reflri£iions and Ltftiitatiotis ar6 only to 
befetchM from the Larv of Nature. Nay, 
when the Dutys enjoin'd are as univerfAl as 
the ExpreflBons, that Vniverfality is only to be * 
known by confidering whether the Law of Nd* 
, /iKrf in thofe cafes admits of any Limitatioa ! 
or no. So that no Duty whatfoever con* | 
tain'd in Scripture can be precifely and with i 
certainty underftood» without a Knowledg 
of the L4» NMurt. 

UPON the. whole therefore. Thinking 
' lipon all human Sciences being the only way 
of arriving at perfeftion in them ; nay, be- 
ing the only method to make a Man under* 
.fiand the fubltmeft of all Sciences, Theology^ 

or the Will of God contained in the Holy Scrip* 

tures ; it muft be at leaft lawful, or a Man^s 

right J to think ftftlj. ^ i 

* ■ * " I 
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» . • • • . 

^dly. IF Men either ncgleft to think, 
or comQ once to be perfuackd thoy have 
nojr^hf to $bmk fretlj, cbe^ can. not only: 
obtain no Perfection in the Sciences, but 
muft, if tbey will have any Opinions, run 
into the grdftft Abfurditys imaginable both 
in Principle and PraGice. What abfurd 
Notions of a Deity have formerly prevail'd^ 
not .only amoog Pagans^ but even among 

ChrtfttArjs ? who tho they did not with the 
PagsBS fpppofe God to be like an Ox, or a 
Csf, oT^PUfff, yettbemoft antieot Fathers 

of the Church no lefs abfurdly fupposM hint 
to be m$t$rifil ; and many Chridiaos in all 
jAges fupposM him - to have tb« ifaape of a 

JVlan, till Thinking about the Nature of 
Cod did eftablilh bis Spirituality among 
Mm of Senfe kl every Coontry of Chrii^- 
.tians, . 

WHAT abfiml Notions in Religion, 

contrary to the moft obvious Notions of 
Senfe and Reafon, overfpread the whole 
' Chriftiaa Church for many i\ge$? Intiiili* 
bility in a fingle Perfon or in a Council, 
the Power of the prieft to damn and fave, 
th9 Worfliip of Image^r Pidures, Saints, 
and Relicks, and a thoufand other Abfur- 
dity$ as grpfs as ever pr^vaii'd in any Pagan 
Nation, were Opmions almbft univer(ally 
received and believM by Chriftians, (and 

wiiat k iliU (POre WQodetful;, even while 
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they reccivM a Book for Divine Revelarioii 
point-blank contrary to them all:) till the 
Thiakiiigof a few, fome whereof facrific^d 
their Lives by fo doing, gave a new Turn \ 
to the Chriftian World, and producM a 
prodigious Change, by eftaUifhing contrary 
Notions in fome Countries, and by obliging \ 
thofe who pretended to retain the old ones, 
fo vaiy a little out of pure flume in the Ex* 
plication of their Pfarafes and Expreffions. 

LASTLY, What Abfurditys prevailed 
in Morality, Aftronomy, Natural Philofo- 
phy, and every other Science? Self-defence 
10 any cafe wtntfoever was by the Primitive 
Fathers held unlawful: Second Marriages ^ 
were efteemM by them a kind of Adultery: 
Ufury was fupposM to be forbid by the Law 
of God. To maintain there were Antif^ 
desy was Herejj : And Galileu^^ even in the . 
laft Age, was imprifon'd for alferting the 
Motion of the Earth. In fhort, for a Pic- 
ture of antient Abfurditys, a Man need but 
examine any one now-a-days who has never 
thought freely of things, and he will ever 
find him unable to advance one word of 
Truth io any matter of Science whatfoevo^^ 
no not even in his Notions of God and Re- 
ligion, tho he hears the mod perfed Dif- 
coupfes every week to fet him right, and 
reads his Bible at home. For Men are in- 
capable of Information either from Difcourfe 
pr Reading^ unlefs they have acouftom'd 
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themfelves to Thinking, and by that habit 
are qualify'd to think of the Subjeft where«» 
on th6y hear or read a Difcourfe. To be 
infomiM, confifts in being made to think 
juftly and truly of things : But how fhould 
Men think jufijyt who do not think fmlyi 
How indeed can Men think at all of any 
thing, of which they do not think freely ? 
For what is a Reftraiot of Free-Thinking 
on any Subje£^, but fomewbar which hia« 
ders me from thinking on that Subject ? 

BUT to give you the perfefteft Image I 
am able, how unavoidable Abfurditys are 
both in Principle and Pradice^ if Thinking 
IS reftrain'd ; I will put the Cafe of Free- 
Seeing^ and fuppofe the fame methods made 
ufe of to prevent Free^Seeifig which are to 
prevent Free-Tbiitkiffg. Suppofethen, That 
certain Men have a fancy in their heads, 
liiatit is abfolutely necei&ry either to the 
Peace of Society or fome other great pur* 
pofe, that all Men ihould have the fame 
Belief with relation to certain Objeds of the 
Eyes; and in order to obtain that end, will 
make all Men under their power fubfcribe 
the fame C^i^4^ of Eye- fight FaUb. Now 
fuch a fancy as this can hardly come into 
any Mens heads, but. either of chole who 
are fome way or other very remarkable for 
that kind of Madnefs which common Peo- 
ple will be apt to mifiake for Divine lUumh- 
ifstipfp, or (Ife of cunning projeding Fellows 
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wBo have a deflgn upon Mens pockets. F(0| 
I thmk Mw of ml Senfe, and that have no 
interefled Defigns, will either judg all Mit 
takes of that nature to be pafsM over and ^ 
forgiven, iince no Man can be willingly 
guilty of them ; or if they fhould happea 
to think fuch MiAakes to be of very bad 
confequeoce and to be unpardonabley yei 
they will judg that the beft way to nwke 
Men fee trutfy is to make them fie frnlfi 
and that it is more reafonahie to let all Men 
truft to their own Eyes (who have the 
greateft Intereft to oot deceivii^ tbemfelves) 
than to oblige them to t^eop with an £ya* 
fight Fauhy upon the Authority of others 
who have nothing elfe at beft but their £ye^ * 
fight to direft them^ and who may as weU ' 
be miftaken as any body elfe thro Weaknefs 
of Eyes, and befides may have a defigo to 
deceive Mankind* I fay therefore, that 
whoever is capable of fuch a ridiculous Pro- 
f^Stf mud be either a weak or defigniog 
Man. And let him be which you pleafe, 
he will of courfe make an abfurd Qonfe^fio^ 
of E}i fight Faiik The formr^ for want | 
of a full and impartial Examination^ will i 
take up with the firft falfe Senfations of , 
things ; and the Uttec will more cectainlj ! 
dofo, to makobimfetf the more neoefTary 

in exflaJmffgy defendingy faraphrafiNg^ no$er J. 
makinffy and commfntiifg upon Ejes and EjHr 
fight FMkb. So that I will fuppofe among 
the ya/^ious wd contradi^ocy f onus ^ 
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Confeffion^ which Men of different Whims, 
or of different Interefts and Defigns, will 
make at different times, One^ to coaiift of 
thefe foDowing Articles. 

• 

^ Thdt A BaSe4» go tbto m TdU : 
Tba two Bds miy bemdie omtof om littU 
one : ^ 

Thst 4 Stone esn be made to vm^ out of 

fightt 

That A Kjiot can be undone with Words : 
Tbdt a Thred maj be burnt to pieces^ and 

modi whole with the Afbes : 

Thdt one lace maj be a hundred or a thou-^ 

fand: 

And laftly, Tha 4 Counter may be turned 
into A Groats 

THESE Propofititfns being drawn up 

inform, as the Standard of Eje-ftght Faith^ 
it will be abfolutely neceffary either that 
Men fhould be obligM to fubfcribe to theif 
Truth, or that none be allowed publickly to 
coQtradi£fc them, or at ieaft thats fome En- 
couragement be given to thofe who profefs 
to believe and teach them ; for otherwife no 
End would be ferv'd by drawing them upi 
and Men would be as much at liberty to 
ufe their Byes, as they were before* 



^ Hocus Focu&Jua. p. 11,15136,43^45^47, 
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NOR is it to be imagio'd, That he 
zealous Advogata for tliem will content 
themfelves with the mere Impofictons of 

thofe Abfurdicys. They will introduce fe- ' 
veral other new Abfuriiitys by the various 
Commmis and Turoa which fo many Ab- 
furdities in Eye-fight will oblige them to 
make. The feveral Fropofitions will be faid 
'by them to be above ^ but not eontrsry to kje* 
fgljt. Inftances will be given of ten thou- 
fand Miiiakcs in uuog our Byes. It will be- 
efteem'd dangerous trufting to esrMsl Ej$^ 
fight, and be faid tliat we ought to rely on 
the Authority of thofe Men who have Pen- 
fions and Satarys on purpofe to fttidy thofe , 
things, and would not deferve what they 
receive, ftiould Men ufe their own Eyefight, 
And as for thofe few Men who (hould dare 
to ufe their own Eyes, no Puniftiments 
would be too bad for them ; and the leafl 
Evil they could eicpe£k would be to be xtn* 
der'd odious to the Multitude, under the re- 
proachful Ideas of S^efticks, Latitudimridns^ 
free^Siers, OpiniatorSj Men ty'd by no Au* 
thgrity, and who lay all things in common, I 
how univerfaUy fbi&ver received ; to be re* i 
prefented fometimes as Madmen, at 'other 
times as lubtle cunning Fellows who afled 
by Coolcderacy^ and had fecrec underhand . 
Penfions from the Lord knows who^ and 
who wexe alTiiicd bv the Devil. 

ALL 
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ALL this may perhaps a£ firft vkw ba 

look'd on as impolTible ; I will therefore 
juftify the Reprefeiuation I have made^ from 
Matters of Fad pradis'd both among P4« 
gMs and CbriJlUns. 

TO begin firft with the Psg^ns^ The 

whole Affair of Oracles among them was 
.nothing elfe but the Artifice of Priefts to* 
ii]H>ofe on the Senfes of the People. The 

OfAcuUr Temples or Churches were built in 
mountainous Countries, where of courfe 
there were abundance' of Caverns and Hofes^ 
and where Ecchoes, Noifes, and difmal 
Erofpe^ts ftruck thofe who vifited them with 
a fuperftittous Awe* The Ttmflet them* 
felves were contrived to produce the fame 
tSkOi. They were full of fubterraneous 
Caverns and Machines, hke a Play-houfe 
for the Pfiefts to aft their Parts in them. 
The Pagans hkewife had SfidkiMg Oaks, Nod* 
ding. Sweating^ Weepings Bleedings and Sffisk^ 
ing Hutues. but one of the commoneft Mira" 
f/fx among them, and which was univerfally 
believM among ordinary People, was, That 
the Gods themfelves came down from Hea- 
ven, and eat of the Repafts which the 
Priefts prcpaiM for them at the expence of 
the People. To preferve a right Belief in 
all thefe matters atnpng the People, the 
Priefts kept all Unbelievers as much as 
poi&ble frooQ coming within any dillancc of 

B a . them 
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them when they began their Show* 
EficMftMns were declarM incapable of being 
initiated into any of the Pagan Myf^erys of 
Religion ; and both EfUnnMs and ChriftiMs 
were religioufly chased away, before ever 
the Priefts would pronounce any Oracles, or 
begin any of their Tricks. And when the 
Chriftians grew fo numerous that they were 
able to ftand their ground^ and refusM to 
. tetire at the Word of Command ; the Priefts 
dccIarM there were fo many impious Perfons 
prefcnt, that the God would not vouchfafe. 
to fpeal^ and that they could do no Miraf^ 
cles becaufe of their Infidelity, no more 
th2Lnth^^ Pawarvers'in America could in the 
prefence of the old Clothes of fome Cbrifiiam 
Sailors. ^ Not only the unbelieving Chriftians 
and Efi€tireans were excluded from tree^ 
Seeing^ but the Pagan Believers were allow'd 
to fee no further than their Faith qualify M 
them to do witti fafety. They were not 
fuiTer'd to examine the Infides of Temples or 
StatueSy nor the Evidence the Priefts gave 
of the Gods coming down from Heaven to 
eat upon Earth. No, about all thefe malt* 
ters the People were to have a Faith, which 
tree-Seeing would have deftroy'd ; and that 
would have render'd the Priefts as contemp- 
tible, as D A N I E L did the Priefts of Bel t, 
or as the Chriftians did the Oracnlar Priefts, 



Wafer \f ^ oja^es^ p. ig, 
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wten the Craft of (k^ks was laid open be- 
fore the whole World. 

THIS fort of Eye-fight Faith is kept 
up among feme Chrifium as well as Pagans. 
^ Then is 4 Perfuafion 4mo»g the Greeks dnd 
^ Armenians, that every Eafter-Ew there u a 
miraculous Flame dejcends from Heaven into 
the holy SepuUher ^ of our Blejfed, Saviour 
(which the Latins expofe as a jhameful Im<- 
fofiure^ perhaps out of Envj that others jbould 
be mdfters of fo gainful s bufinejs. ) And they 
further believe, That the Holj GhoH him/elf 
i» the Jbape of a Dove flies about the top of 
the CupoU of the Church juH over the holy 
HepuUher. But the Reception of the holy 
Flame is tru(led to two Priefts, one a Greek 
stei the other an Armenian, who go into the 
holy Sepulcher, fhut the door, and fuffer no 
body, to fee freely what they do, and then 
come out with Torches lighted by the holy 
Flame. And no doubt the Affair of the 
Dove is trufted cither to a PrieH^ or fomo 
body on whom they can fafely rely for the 
keeping of fo Vrtiaable a Secret. Nor is it 
to be thought but both Prieds and People 
are ready to call any Man Jtheiff or Im^, 
fiouij who fliould deiire the liberty of going 
into the holy Sepulcher with the tivo Priefts 

ia order to fee freely^ or fhould defire to 

, <■ » ' . • 

♦ MaundrelV Vo^agt from Aleppo to. Jerufalem, />. 93, 
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make any experiment on the D^e, co try 
ivbether it was the Hofy Gh^B or no. For;- . 

theS^^n/of the Pr/V/?/ mu ft be in proportion 
to tlie Ga^in they make by this Trick, and 
pjf the People in proportion to the Benefit . 
they imagine they (hall receive from the 
bolj/hJame: for they think, JJ th$j can but 
hdvetbi haffinejs to be burfd in m ShreiU -, 
fmutted mth thu Celeftial I ire^ it will cer* 
tAtnlj fecure thm from th flme$ JriiU^ 

ANOTHER Miracle of the like na- . 
tiu?e with the preceding, is flrmly believ'd 
by the ^ Greeks, but effetiallj by the Wdmen. 
They carry annually in proceflion three Pie^ 
tnres^ one of St. George^ another of the Vir-* 
gin Afdrj^ and another of fame ether Saint ; 
'which Jlr/ke tvith Sticks^ or belabour the Bdck, 
and abouiders of thofewho earrytbem^ morew 
lefs^ according to the Sins of their Bearers. 
This Trick Sir l\ Ricaut himfelf faw, and. 
lie allures us, That the Belief of the Miracle 
has taken jo deef root in the Minds of the Ig- 
norant^ that it would be hard to undeceive them, 
mthout danger to the 'whole Fabrick of the 
Chrifiian R eligion : for this Belief being equally . 
fx'd With the Doctrines of Faith ^ the Confu'^, 
tation of this one would bring the others istto 
queflion. And no doubt therefore, but thefe 
reopie muft be a$ ZiCalous againil Free-S^ers^ 



^ Kicgut^sFrcfeet state if tbeOUoitM Emthe, 148, 
u 

if 

t 
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if dny* fiicb^rcd to dcfirc tbo Iiirpe£liOii of 

the Fiiiures^ as they are abluf d. 

THE /l^ffiTM Prir// jtr€ not behitid-fit^ 

with the old Heathen Prielis, or with the 
prefeiit Gmk Mk^JrmnUn in their Iftipo^ 
fitioroon the Peoples E;^-//^/;/ (relying firm- 
ly on a Maxim ot" one ot their own Poets, 
^ Th4i bi Mij Jets th§ thm^s of Hmven, who 
fl)ti$$his Eyes MUvii) dnd ire tnfimt^ly . 
fuperioiur to any Set of Frieds that ever ex- 
imd^ 10 their Zeal agakiil ifm^^^e^rx. 

SHOULD any one define to infpeft the 
0mu4l Mirsile of ibe LiqtiefadioM of St. T A* 
K u A R I u s's Blood at Naples^ or any of their 
numerous Sweat if^g^ BUedwg^ Nodding, and 
Wfeping Staues ; or to examide ftri^ly thofo 
Men upon whom the daily Trick of esfi^g 
out Devils is performed j or to fee the fa- 
mous f CMdk of Arras, which the Virgim 
• Mary delivered to the Bifbop of that place 
before a great Affcmhlj of thi .People in ihc 
Cburch above 600 Years ago, and which has 
burnt ever ji/jce without tvafling ; nothing 
fliort of Death would be the confequence of 
fticha Deonad : tbothc Author of the Re* 
lation of the lafl: Miracle invites Proteftanti 



♦ Che le cofe del Ciel fol colui vcdc, 
Chi ferra gli occlii, e crede,^ 

Uilll di Sciro del Conte Guibaldo de BmarcW^ p. i 53. 
t Diji-mfi of the Miracles of tiK Ivomaa C-junb, p. 65, 
66. 
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to come to Anas to fee the truth of it, in 
order to their ConviSioo. Nay, fo nume- 
rous are the Impofitioos oa the Eye-fight^ 
and fo ftirft a care is taken to prevent Men 
from ufing their Eyes, that there is oot«an 
inquifitive perfon,or a Man who defires to fee 
freely, to he met within a whole Country. 
The Pofifi^ Lditj will not bear fo great aa 
Approach co Infidelity as the Sufpicton of a 
Tnck, and the Popijb Priefis have good rea- '. 
^foQ not CO iuticr the beginning of any Exa- 
mination. And r^muft needs fay, how- ^ 

much iocver I contend for tree-Seeing^ I 
cannot hut commend the Confiftency of the 
Popijb Poiicy^ Md prefer it to the Policy^ of 
certain hall-witted Politicians, who draw 
People in with a pretence of fair Play, by 
telling them chey fhall and ought to fee ^ 
freely ; whereas if they do not fee with the 
Eyes of their Guides j but defire to fee with 
ttieirown, they then ufe them^ not indeed 
fo ill as the Papi/s, but as ill as they can ; 
that is, as ill as that degree of Ignorance * 
and Stupidity which prevails- will allow 
them CO do. . ' > . ' * ' ^ ^ 

LASTLY, The Papi/b and Lutheriaf 
Pfiejls are guilty of an Impofition on the 
Eje-fight beyond all the Inftances already 
mentioned. The firft pretend, that the 
Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper do by 
ibeir Confecration become the very Body 
and Blood, of Chrift, and face Men down 

: ' in 
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in ir, contrary to the Teftimony of their 
Scnies : and the latter, no iefs contrary to 

the Teftimony of Mens Senfes, make their 
Followers believe, that the Body and Blood, 
of Cbrift are fuperadded to the Bread and 
Wine : Which is a piece of Impudence equal 
to that of a Man's Wife, who, when her 
Husband caught her in be4 with a Prieft, 

told him, h was nothing hut a Deception of 
the Devil to dhufe m Mm of God^ and that 
flie hoped be w&uld believe hie men degr Wife 
before his Ejes. 

I. ^ ' ^ 

THUS the Reader fees the monftrous 
Abfurditys which do in faft and muft necef- 
farily arife from the Methods employ'd ta 
reftrain Men in the Ufe of their Facult\s. 
But if it be poflible, the Abfurditys which 
relate to the Facaltys of the Mind muft be* 
greater and more numerous than thofe whictf 
relate to the Senfes, becaufe Men do ufe 
their Senfes more thiin their Underftanding, 
and by confequence have clearer Ideas of the* 
Objeds of Senfe than of the Obje£is of the 
Ufuierftanding. ' • ' - 
. ^' . • ' • 

^hlj. ANY Reftraint whatfoever from 
Reafon on Thinking, is abfurd in it felf; 
No juft Reftraint can be put to my Think- 
ing, but fome Thought, lome Propoficion^ 
or Argument, which (hews me that it is not 
lawful for me to think on the Subjecl I pro- 
pofe to do. As for inftancc^ I propofe to 

xonfider^ 
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COflftler, Whitim tie ChrifiUn ReligiM k 
founded on Divine ReveUtion ; but am told, 
or rugged to my felf, cbe great Danger aikl 
Sinfulnefs of thinking on that Subied, for 
fear I (hould be caught by the fophiftical Av^ 
gymcotsof lofidfiis^aod ibbedernally damoM 
for my Unbelief : whereas I am in the way of 
Salvation^ and in no danger in my unesutmio- « 
ing fiate; and tberefore it is iioful in tM to 
run any hazard^ by thinking on that matter* 

IT is evident this reflraining ArgumcM 

muft be thought freely on or examined ; for 
if I do pot examine it, I caooot know that 
1 ought to be reftrakiM by it^ but may pr(H. 
ceed in my proposM Enc^uiry, 

f 

NOW let tins reftrabsf^ Argumeat be 

examined, and it will be found to have no- 
maooer of weight in it to retrain me. For 
what can be more abfurd j I have no way 
of knowing Truth from Falfhood, or whe- 
ther I am in a fafe or a dangerous (late, but 
by ufiog the Underftandingand Reafon God 
has given me ; and yet I muft without any 
reafoo at all fuppofe my felf in a right and 
iafe way« Nay, I am deterM from ttking 
the heft method of preventing dangerous 
MiflakeSi ibr fear of failing into dang^roo^ 
Miftakes ; wbk^h' is as if I Iboukl bedtterM 
from ufing my Eyes, for fear I fliould mif- 
take in uHng them ; and I ilaould walk a- ' 
broad with my Eyes (hut, becaufe of the 

pofli- 
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poflibllity of falling If I fhould walk abroad * 
wkh cn> Eyes opea« , So that this reftraio* 
iog Argumeot is imnifeftly abfurd^ for dii> 
verting me a momenc from tb^ Frofeciuioa- 
of my Eoquiry. 

I CANNOT pretend to affign, and 
anfweraUibe reftraining Argusaeots which 
bigotted or iotcrcfted Men makci ule of at 
different times and on different occafions, in 
order to fiop the progrefs of Mcos Minds in 
thiokingODcbisQue^ion, and others of the 
Jike nature. It is enough to aflign and an* 
fwer the moft piaulible one, a$ well as ihac 
vbicb is moft frequently urg'd ; and to 
afKrm here, That the moft zealous of the 
1^ nth inking^ or Half^hiMksMg^ or Emmfs of ^ 
Frei-Tbif^ingy are not able to aflign any Ar* 
gument which ought to lay a reftraint in. 
this or any other Queftion. wb^tfi^ever : for 
whoever ibac I might to be reftrain'd 
from thinkings is in virtue of tijat Jffirmd^ 
turn qblig'd to affign fame Argpincnt or 
Other which ought to lay a reftraint upon me* 

^tblj, I MUST not omit one great Be* 
oefit of Free-Tbiffkwgj of which all paft 
Ages as well as the preient may conjdnc^us^ 
Free-Thinking is upon experience the only 
proper oKans to deftroy the DeviFs King* 
dom among Men ; whofe Dominion and 
Power is ever more or lefs extenfive^ as Free- . 
Tbiaking is difcoura^'d Qr allowed : and all 
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other means employed againft him, fuch m , 
tixidftiffgbim out nwutUMjlj^ multiplying 
Priefts, and enlarging their Power, and ' 
ufing the temporal Sword, have often in- 
aeas'd, buc oever wholly deftroy'd his* 
Power. , , 

THUS the Dm/ is iotiitly baoiOi'd the ; 

Vnitid Provinces^ "wh^vt Free Thinking is in' 
the greateft perfe^on ; whereas all round ' 
about that Cmmompedib^ tfe appears in va* - 
rious fliapes : fomeiimes in his own, fome- 
times in the fhape of an old black Gentle- 
mab, fometimes in the fliape of a dead Mao,- ' 
and fometimes in that of a f Cat. He ob- 
feHes fome, poireffes others, and enters into 
Confedn'acy with others. As for tnftance, 
he has had from the remotcft Antiquity a 
great Sway in England ; fird, while we were 
in Heathen Dsrheefsj and after wiifds a 
greater during the thicker Darknefs of Po- 
^ ferj. Nor did the Reformdtiom do much to- 
wards - leiTening his Power ; ibr great Com> 
plaints have been made of the Growth of 
Witchcrdfty and the mighty Power of the De« 
vil anfong us from tHofe moH primitive 
Times of our Holj Churchy viA. about 1 50- 
Yeilrsago. - 

- * BISHOP Jewel, in a Sermon be- 
fore Qjieen Blizabeth, told bar Ma^ 

I — 
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jejlj of the msrveBcm Increafe of fViiebes iini 

Sorcerers within her Re aim ^ and exprefs^d his 
fesrs kit her Mdjejij herfelf Jbould .be hewkch^d^ 
ly them. J pray Gody fays he, they tmvtr 
frsSfiJi further than ttpon the Subje&. 

- HIS SurU Majejly Kjng Jambs the 
Firft (who was told to his face by the 

* Archbifhop of Canterburjy that his Majejly 
ffdte hj the ffeeid JfJifiMttee of GoJPs Sfirit^ 
and who employed his Royal Pen always oa 
Subjefts worthy of a Frioce, vi^. A Parsf^ 
fhrsfe Oft the Revelations ^ A CottnterbUH to 
TobaccO'takingy and f Love- Letters to the 
Duke of BnckinghMj tells us, |j That tbe^ 
fearfml abpunding dt this time in this Count fy 
of thefe detejiable * Slaves of the Devil the 
'(Vitches ttnd Enchanter Sy movid,bim to dif- 
.faich ift foH hie.Trutife ef Demodbhgy. - 

<» , . ♦ . 

IN the Reign of King CifiRLBSthe 
Firft, it ought Hkewife to be fuppos^d that 

• many People qf the Church were obfefs'd 
^and poffefs'd by the Devil } fince among the 

- » Artieks of Enquiry at d Vifitdtion of the ' 
,DioceJsof London by Btjhop Juxon, then . 

LordTfei^urer of England, one is. Whether 
,Mny Minifier without licence, upon any pretence 

ivhatfpevery either of Obfejfion or FoJ[tJ[j[ioffy 

cafis out a9iy Devil or Devils. 

* Haiapt0ii*O>QrtCtff^reifcey p. 96. 

t mfi. if fiogU W. 2. In the UJe of Kim J^mcs h 

I *fi»rV, p.9r* ^ 
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I N Abort, great numbers of Witches have 
been almoft anDually executed in Ejtglani 
ficHnthereinoteftAntiouity to die late Re- 
volution ; when upon the Ubtrty given and 
taken to think freehy the Devil's Power viG- 
Uy declioM, £/i?/Mi' as M as the 
ted Provinces ceased to be any part of his 
Chriftian Territories. 

Let the Priefis give fuch an Inftance of 
their Sucodi^ agaiaft the Devil any where. 

BUT fince the Reign of Dr. Sac he* 
Verel, wbm the Clamours againft Free^ 



again refunvd bis Empire, and appears in 
ibe fliape of Cats, and enters into confede- 
i'acy wttfa old Women ; and federal have 
been try'd, and many are accused, thro all 
parts of the Kingdom for being Witches. 
And he feems at prefent to have fo great a 
Party among us, and fo maoy Minijlers cr^ 
ddin^d to his Service, and to have rendered 
fre9*Tkinking To odious; that nothing bilc 
tbe fecond Coming of our Bleffed Saviour^ 
which is foon expelled by feveral of oiir 
Rmerend Divines- who are well skilPd in 
the Frofhets and Revelation^ gives me any 

hopes of a Change for tbe better. 



PERHAPS it wiU be faid. That tbe 
Storjs of the DeviPs Powir wm jf^nded on 
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the Lyes of fame 4nd the Credulity of others ; , 
MtU tkst the ExecMiiom of Witcbis bwe bim 
jo msttf Murders : And tbetefoft that there ir 

fjo pretence to talk of ConqueH over the Devil 
fince the Ret/olutiott^ and nothing to be boafied 
of by Free^Thinkers. The People ti^rejonly come 
a little more to their fenfes^ and by confefuence 
their Tutors were a little fearful of endeaivaitr* 
ing to impofe on them. ' • ' 

t 

BUT this Objeaion can be made bjr 

very few. Fir/?, All the ignorant Peopte 
believe all Scorys of this kind to be true^ 
Seeondlyj It is not likely, that they who have 
fo great an Intereft in maintaining the Power 
of the Dfvil, and have been the principal 
i Promoters of all Profecutions againft Witches^ 
and have branded all Men with Atheifm who 
• did not agree with them in the Extent of 
the Power they attributed to the Devil, or 
refus'd to join with them in the promoting 
Profecutions againft Witches^ ihould accept 
of this Apology. 

T O thofe few therefore who make this 

_ « 

i Obje£lion, I reply, That it is an equal Glo^ 

ry to Free-Thinkers to wreft out of the Priefts , 
hands, the power of taking away fo many 
I innocent Peoples Lives and Reputations^ 
! which the general Belief of the great Power* 

Iof the Devil and of the Exigence of Witches 
gave them an opportunity to do, as to drive 
away the Dzvll himfclf. And the good con- 
fequencc 
[■ ■ 
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fequence of Free-Thinking to Society^ it 
plainly equal upoQ this kft^ as upon the for- 

mec Suppofition. 



ny'd the Right to think by the Enemys 
of Free-Thinking J are of all others thofe.of 

which Men have not only a Right to think^ 
but. of which they are obligM in /duty to 
think ; viz. fuch as of the Naure mJl At^ 

tributes of the Eternal BeitJg or God^ of the 
Truth and Authority of Books ejleem^d Sacred^ 
and of the Senfe ated Meaning of thofe Books ; 
or^ in one word, of Religious Qtiejlions. , 

i/. A RIGHT Opinion in thefe mat«^ 

ters is fuppo^'d by the Enemys of Free* 
Thinking to be abfoluteiy ceceiTary to Mens 
Salvation, and foaie Errors or Miftake; 
bout them are fuppos'd to be damnable. 
Now where a nght Opinion is fo oeceilary, 
there Men have the greateft Concern ima^ 
ginable to think for tbemfelves, as the beft 
oieans to take up with the right fide of the 
Queftiooi For if they will not think for 
thcmfclves, it remains only for them to take 
jthe Opinions they have imbib'd from theii: 
Grandmothers^ Mothers or Priefts, or owe 
(0 fuch like Accident, for granted. But 
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which Men are de- 



taking 
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Oking lint fnechod, they can only be in the 
right by chance ; whereas by Thinking and 
SSamioation, thej^ have not only the, mere 
aocideec of being in the right, but have the 
Evidence of things to determine them to the; 
fide of Truth: unlefs it be fuppos'd that 
Men are fuch abfurd Animals, that the moft 
nnreafonable Opinion is as likely to be ad« 
ni,ittedfor true as the moft reafpnable, when 
k is judg'd of by the Reafon and Under- 
ftanding of Men. In that cafe indeed it 
will follow. That Men can be under no Ob. 
ligation to think of thefe matters. But then 
it will likewife follow, That they can be 
under no Obligation to concern themfelves 
tbout Truth and Falftiood in any' Opinions. 
For if Men are fo abfurd, as not to be able 
to diftinguiih between Truth and Fallhood^ 
Evidence and no Evidence, what pretence 
is there for Mens having any Opinions at all ? 
Which yet none judg fo neceilary as the 
Enemyi of Frn^Tbif$ki»g. 

adlj. I F the fureft and beft means of ar- 
riving at Truth lies in Free-ThinkMg^ then 
the whole Duty of Man with refpedl to 
Opinions lies only in Free^Thinking. Becaufe 
he who thinks freely does his beft towardt 
being in the right, andconfequcntly does all 
chat God, who can require nothing more of 
any Man than that be (hoold do bis beft, 
can require of him. And fhould he prove 
foiftaken in any Opinions, he muft be as 

C ico^ptaMo 
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acceptable to God as if he receiv'd none but 
right Opioioosft Tbis Is, admirably expr* fsU 
by that true Chriftian and Proteftant (and 
by . coxilisquwco gfcat Free-Thinker) Mr. 
Chi LLHicwoi.TH, whb: fays, '^Tb^ifi^ 

^Men do their best enieavours to free themfelvep 
from all Errors^ and yet f^l of it, thro bumm 
We^knefs ; foytdl i$he per funded of ibeGtfidf^ 
fiefs of Gody that if in him done jhould meef 
a Confluence of all fuch Errors of all the Pro^ 
teftsnts in the Wc^li* that tifm thm ^sliff^i 
he Jhould not be fo much afraid of them all^ 
4f be fitoald he to ask pardon for them. For. 
to ask pardofifior faqb Errors^ if tmtly tik 
imply that GoiU angry rvith U4 for them ; and 
tbafiwere to impute to bm the .fltmgi .TyrMty^ 
of requiring Bfiek where be^hes no Straifi 
of expe£ting to gather rvhere he flrerved not ; 
to. reap whrfi he fowei not i of heing^ofjendeAic 
ivitb m for Mf ipi^, mbni bi knms m €mk. 
not. do. :i * • ' * ^-- -^-i ' • V^^f 

ON the other fide, the whole Crime of 

Man, with refpeft to Opinions, mull: lie in 
.his not thinking fnelj. He who is in the 
right by accident only, and does bw fuppofo 
himfelf to be io Vv^itljout any Thinkings is 
really in a dangerous itacc, as.hairiog turkea 
no pains and ufed vt^ endeavours towards 
being in the right, and confequently as hav^ 
iog no Me(iii» oay, beiDg oo ibe fame 

• 'Aiifiii»% to Frefi if C^rit/mi/it* 5t&^24* 

. J foot 
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foot with the mfk (tufiii- Pdfifi 'vid HM- 
tkeir. For when once Men refufe or neg. 
left to think, and take up their Opijaioas 
upon truft, they do in efie^ declare they 
would have been- Papi/fs or Heathens, had 
they had Pofi{b or Heathen Friefts for their 
Giudts^ or Pofijb or Hesthm Grandjmotfaerst 
to have taught them their Catechiftns. 

SUPERSTITION is an Evil, 
which either by the means of Education, or 
the natural Weaknefsof Men, oppreffe? al. 
moft all Mankind. And bow terrible an 

Evil it is, is well dcfcrib'd by the antient 
Philofoplieis and Poets. T u l l y fay s, * 
you ^ive waj to S$fperJluiopy it mUevtr hAunt 
and plague you. If you go to a, Prophet^ or 
regard Omens ; // you Jacrijice or ohjerve the 
Flight of Birds ; // yoa confult an Aftrologtr 
or H/trufpex\ if it thunders or lightens^ of 
any place is confum^d with Lightnings or fuch^ 
iike .Prodigy happens, (as it is necejfary fome 
fuch often jbouldj d the Tranquillity oj the 
Mtnd is. defirofd. jind 6kep ss fUf^ which 



* Superftitio enim inftat&: urgct, Scqiiocunque tever- 
teris perfequicur ; fivetu vatem, five tu omen au Hcres ; 
five immolares, live avem afpexeris, five Chaldsuin ; ft 
harnfpiccm vidcris ^ li fulferit, fi tonuerit, fi tadum 
aliquii de ccelo erit, fi oftenti fimile natum faftumve 
quidpiam j quorum necefle, eft pleifumque aliquidevc- 
niat; ut nun pa in quieti mente liceat confiftere. Pcr- 
fugiam videcur omnium laborum & fonicitudinum efle 
fbmoas; at *ec ipfo plurtmae nafcuncar cur9 merufqae. 

C 2 fiems 
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Horace ranks Superftition with Vice ; 
V and as be makes cbe Happloefs of Man m 
this Life to confift in the praftice of Virtue 
and Freedom from Superftition, fo he makes 
the greateft Mifery of this Life to confift in 
being vicious and fuperftitious. * Tou are 
not covetous , fays he ^ thdi^s well : But 4n 
yott 0S fm from sB otber Vka f Are you 
free from' Jmbitio^^ excefpve Anger ^ and the 
Fear oj Death i Jre you fo much shove Su- 
perfticion, 4y to laugh at aSi Dreamy famek 
Fears^ Miracles^ Witches, Gbofis^ Md Fro* 



THIS was the ftate of Superftition a- 
snong the Ancients y but fince Uncharitable* 
nefs and damning to all eternity forTrifles, 
has (in oppoHtion both to Reafon and Re- 
velation) come into the World, the Evil o£ 
Superftition is much increased, and Men are . 
now under greater Terrors and Uneafinefs of 
Mind than they poifibly could be when they 



'f Non es avarus : abi \ quid \ caetera jam fimul ift(» 
Cum vicio fugdre ? Caret tibi pedus inant 
Ambicione? Caret mortis formidine & ir^ ? 
Somnla, terrores niagica^ miracula, Tagas^ 
No^arnos leanrcsi poitentaque Thellaia rides ? 





NOW 



Digitized by Gopgle 



o/ Free-Thin-king. 

NOW there is no juft Remedy to this 
uaiverfal Evil but Fne-Thinking. By that 
alone can we underfbod the true Caufes of 
things, and by confequence the Unreafona- 
blenefs of all fuperftitious Fears. ^ ii^W 
is the Mdn^ fays the Divine Virgil, vm 
has difcover^d the Caafes of ThingSj And is 
tbireh cured of mU kind of Feats ^ even of 
Dedth it felf d$U aB the Noife Md Din if 
Hell, For by Free-Thinking alone Men are 
capable of knowing, that a perfediy Good^ 
Juft, Wife and Powerful Being made and 
governs the World ; and from this Principle 
they know, that be can require nothing 
of Men in any Country or Condition of 
Life, but that whereof he has given them 
ao opportunity of being convioc'd by Evi- 
dence and Reafon in the Pkicc where they 
are, apdin that Condition of Life to which 
Birth or any other Chance has directed theoi ; 
that an honeft and rational Mao can have 
no juft reafon to fear any thing from him : 
nay, on the contrary, muft have fo great ^ 
Delight and Satisfa£lion in {relieving fuch a 
Being exifts, that he can much better be fup- 
posM to fear left no fuch Being (hould exift, 
than to fear any harm from bim. And laft- 
ly. That God being incapable of having 



♦ Felix quipotuit rerum cognofcere caufas, 
Atque metus omnes & inexorabile Fatum 
SubieciC pedibus, ftrepicum<^ue Acberontis avarie _ 

C J. any 



A DISCOURSE 

any addition made either to his Power or 

Happincfs, and wantiog nothing, can re- 
quire nothing of Men ibr his own fake, but 
only for Man's fake ; and oonfequently, ihat 
all Adions and Speculations which are of no 
^ufe to Mankind, l^a^ior inihnce, Singing or 
Dancing, or wearing of Uabits,^ w Obfier- 
vation of Days, or eating or drinking, or 
iki^hteringof Bt^afls (in which things the 
greatcft part of the Heathen Worfhfp con- 
fifted) or the Belief of Traniuhflantiatton ov 
CcnJubJlantiAtton^ or of any Dx)6lrines not 
taught by the Church tkf Englmd'] either fig* 
nify nothing at all with God, or elfe dif- 
pleali: him, but can iiever render a Man 
more acceptable >to him. 

B Y means of all this, a Man may poITefs 
his Soul in peace, as having an expedarioA 

of enjoying all the good things which God 
can beliow, and no fear of any future Mi* 
fery ot £vil irom his hands ; aed the very 
worft of his State can only be, that he is 
pleaiamiy deceived. ^ 

WHEREAS fuperftitious Men are in- 
capable of believing in a perfedly juft and 
gocdGood,. They make him talk to aH 
Mankind from corners, and confequently re* 
quire things of Men under the Sanftion of 
Mifery in the next World, of which they 
are incapable of Laving any convincing Evi* 
deuce that they come irom him. They 

jnal^9 
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make hitn (who equAlly beholds aU the Dwellers 
upon earth) to jiav€ favourite Nations aod 
People^ wfchoiif: any Confickration 6f Me- 
rit. They make him put other Nations un- 
der Difadvantages without :any Demerit. 
And fo they are more properly to be ftiPd 
Demomjis than Theijls. No wonder there- 
fore if fuch Wretches fhould be fo full of 
Fears of tfao Wrath of God, that they are 
fometimes tempted (with the Vicious) to 
wi£h there was no God at all; a Thought 
fe unnatural and abfuf d, that even ^ Sfee$i* 
lative Jtheifis would abhor it. Thefe Men 
have no quiet in their own Minds; they 
rove about in fearch of faivhg Truth thro 
the dark Corners of the Earth, and are lb 
fooltfli as to hope to find it (tf I may fo lay) 
hid under the Sands of Africa^ where Cii/o 
fcorn'd to look for it : and negkfting what 
God. fpeaks plainly to the whole World, 
take up with what they fuppofe be has com- 
muqicated to a few ; and thereby believe 
and'pradife fuch things, inwhkh they can 
never have SatisfaSion. For fuppofe Men 
take up with a Religion which confifts in 
Dancing .or M^ck^ or fuch-iike C^remonys, 
or in ufelefs and utWBtelligibleSpeculatwns ; 
how .can they be alTuiM thev believe and 
j)erforiii. as t3»y ought ? What Rule can 
.fuch xMea baveto know whether otherX'e- 
.remonys^ and ufekfs aj)d. unintelligible Spe- 

i p , ' ' / ■ ^ ' . . . — ' 

' ♦ ClarkV Sermons af Boy\c;s LeS'mt vol. i. p. 5. 
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culations, may not be rcquir'd of tbem in- 
ficad of thofe they perforin and believe ? 
And bow can they be Aire that they believe 
rightly any unintelligible Speculations? Here 
IB a tbundaticn laid ior nothkig but endlefs 
Scruples, Ooobts, and Fcsurs. Wherefore I , 
conclude, that every one, out of regard to 
his own Tranquillity of MiiHl^ which muft. 
be difturbM as long as he has any Seeds of 
SuperHition, is obiig'd to (hiffk freelj oa 
Meiers of Religion, 

■ 

^hlj. THE infinite number of Preten- 
ders in all Ages to Revektions' from Hea* 
veo, fupported by Miracles, containing new 
Notions of the Deity, new Dodrioes, new 
Comnjands, new Ortmonys, and new 
Modes of Worfhip, make thinking on the 
foregoing Heads abfolutely ncceflary, if a 
'Man be un^er an obHgatioa to iifteo to any 
\Rcvelation at all. For how fhall any Man 
diftinguilh between the true MelTenger from 
Heaven and the Impoftor, but by confider^ 
ing the hvidence producM by the one, as ' 
freelj as of the other ? Nay, a Reverend 
Mpvine of our Church not only* contends for 
Tfee-Thinking in this cafe, but goes further, 
and lays, Men are ever to be fnffeHed^ when 
tbej make extraordinnry Preeenees. For^ adds 
he, when Men fret end Jo work Miracles^ and 

■ ( * 

ClagetV Fer/iutfive t$ m ^^ffffn 7H^ of Otmm^ 

, iMik 
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talk of immediate Revelations j of k^^ing the 
Truth by lt$ffira$iifti^ Md of more thuH cfM^ 
naiff, ISaminafiom ; we attgbi mtta te frighted 
with thofe htg words from looking what is under 
, tbam^ mir to he afraid of calling thofe things 
imo queftionij wbieb are jit off with fetch high-' 
flown Pretences. From hence it has come to 
fafs^ that .Saperfiitiom ami Idolatry ^ Enthm^ 
fiafms. Mi Imfo/litresi tow fo much prevailed 
in the World. It is fomewbat firange^ that 
m fiottld beUove Mete the moire ^ for that nmy 
reafon upon which we fbould believe them the 

^thly. WE have here in England a So- 
oietj fupportcd by the. Encouragement of her 
^fi ExceSetet Majefty^ and the Cootributioos 
of many Divines ^nd Ladys of ouvEJlabliJb^d 
Churchy in eied for the Propagation of Frea^ 
SbiMking in mttters of Religion tbrougbouc 
the World ; and whofe Defign fuppofes that 
It is all Mens Duty to think freely about 
matters of Religion.^ For how can the So^ 

ciety for propagating the Go/pel in foreign 
Parts hope to have any effed on Infidel Na« ' 
cbns, without firft acquainting them that it 
is their duty to think freely both on the No- 
tions of God and Religion, which they h^ve 
received from their Anceftors, or which are 
efiablifyd bj Law among them, and on thgfe 
Qew Notions of God and Religion brought 
' to them by the M^fomarfs of the Qburcb of 
England I Can it be ^fuppo&'d, that our 

MUfionarjs 
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MiJJionarjs would begin with telling 'eiDji 
that they ougbl not te $hmk fretly of thttir 
own, or our Religion ; or that after they 
have by the means of Free-Thinking embraced 
our Religion, tbey ought then to oaafe kxm ^ 
Tree-Thinking f This were to proceed very 
inconfiftemly in the Work of Cooverfioo, 
while no other Arms but Reaibo and Evu 
dence were made ufe of to convert. Oa 
the contrary, every Miffionarj muft as a firft 
Jfrind^ii^ on the Doty of Eree^Thinking^ 
in order to be hearken'd to by them. Nay, 
{hould the lO^g of Sum (or any other infi- 
del Prince) in return for the Favour of our 
l^ndeavours to convert him and his King- " 
dom to our Religion, deHre to fend us a 
parcel of his TsUfoim (fo the Priefta of Sim ' 
are call'd) to convert us to the Religion bj 
LdaeJUbliJb'^dmSidmi iGannotfee but that 
oar Socieiy for propagating tin Gofpel, and 
all the Contribucors and Well-\v idiers to it, 
muft ackoowiedg the. Kjn^s Requell to be 
highly rcafonable, and perfedJy of a^pieee 
with their own Projeft ; and particularly 
mud allow to the King of Siam^ that tt is as 
niQch the Duty of the Merobm of the 

Church of EngUnd io think freely on what 
the Miffionarj l al^oins fliall propofe to them, 
as it is the Duty of the Members of- the 
Church of Siam to think jretlj on what (hall 
be proposed by the Miffknarj Priejis of £jig- 
Und: And therefore no doubt all they who 
fincerely dcfu-'d the Convi6Uoaof th^Siamefe^ 

JL WOMI4 
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would give thtw MiffionArjs the fame En- 
couragement h^e, which we exped: for 
oms ltk Si^m. The loftitution therefore of 
this Society fuppofes Free-Thinkwg in matters 
of Religion to be the Duty of all Men oa 
the face of the Earth. And QpOQ that ao 
counc I cannot fufficiently commend the 
£rqied« 

AND Oh ! that the proper Per fens were ^ 
but employed for the Execution of fo glo- 
rious a Dengn ! That fucb zealous- Divines 

as our S ls, our At 'YS, 

our S M G E s, our S t— b %\ our H i a- 

GiNS% our M — — RNs, and our Sw— fts, 
^cre drawn out annually, as our militA^ 
rj Mtjjionmys are, to be feat into fonign^ 
Jfgitts to frofAgaN the Qa^l! (a Service m 
which iuch conrcientious Men mull rejoice, 
(ince preaching the Gofpel to inBdel Nations 
fls no dmibc contained in Chrift^s Comm^ff^ 
whatever hardnguing upon a Text among 
Cbriftians, faiily call'd fregiching tin Goffd^ 
may be) we might then hope to fee blened 
Days, the Doctrine and Difcifline the 
Cbmch iff EmgUni triumph throughout the 
World, and Faftion ceafe at hortie; as by 
the means ol the others our Arms triumph 
abroad^ and we fecurely take our reft at 

night, and travel by day unmolefted. ^ ' 

• • . » > • • 

A N D no doubt }jfke:Biri(e, bar il, would 

be as beneficial to the Kingdom of Hiamy to 

, havQ 
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have a fele6l number annually taken out of 
their vaft Body ot TaUfoms. 

6thly. AS there can be no reafonable 
Cbao&e of Opinions amoqg Meo^ no quit* 
ting of aoy old Religioo, no Reception of 
any new Religion, qor believing any Reli- . 
gion at all, but by means of Free-Thinkw^ ; 
fotbe Holy Scriptures agreeably to Reafoo^ 
and to the Defign of our Blejfed Swiour of 
eftabliflbin^ his Religion throughout tht 
whole Uoiverfe, imply every where and 
prefs in many places the Duty of Free* 

THE Defign of the Goffel was, by 
j^reachiogi to fet all Men upon Free'Tbi^kr 
ingy that they might think themfelves out 
of thofe Notions of God and Religion which 
were every where jisftabUflPd bj Law^ and 
receive an unkmmn God and sm u$Anm»m 
Religion on the Evidence the Afofiles, or 
firfl; Meifengers, produced to convince them. 
And accordingly the Apoftles required do- 
thing to be received on their Authority, 
without an antecedent Proof given of their 
Authority. St, Paul even in his Epifiles, 
which ?re all written to Men who were al- 
ready ChripMns^ oflfers many Arguments 
for their Confirmation in the trut Fdi$b^ 
with refped to all the parts of the Chrijlian 
BMigiM. Whereby he made them, and all . 
his Readers for ever Judges of their Force: 

for 
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for whoever reafoosy lays afide all Autho- 
rity, aind endeavours to rorce your Aflent by 
Argument alone. St. Paul likewifc went 
frequently into the Synagogues of the "Jiws^ 
and reafoffd with them ; which was not only ^ '7* 
putting the "^etvs upon Free-Thinking on mat- ^* 
ters of Religion, but taking (according to 
the prefent Notions of Cbriftims) a very 
extraordinary (lep to put them upon Fr^^* 
Thinking. For ibould William Fbnh 
the QtfakeTy or other religious Ferfon dif- 
fering from the Efiahlijb^d Churchy come to 
St. FduPs during the time of Divin$ Snvice 
to reafon with the Court cf Aldermen^ Predcher^ 
and Singing-Men ; or Mr. W h i s T o into 
che Lamer Honji of Convocation^ to reafbrn 
with them; it is certain, that purfuant to 
the falfe Notions which now univerfally pre- 
Tail, the one would be treated as a Ma^ttsm 
and Fanatickj and the other as a Difturber of 
the Proceedings of the HoLj Sjnody which af- 
fumes a right to determine without Reafon^ 
ing with the Fqrfon whofe Opinions they 
condemn. 

OUR Saviour particularly commands us 
to fedrch the Scriptures^ that is, to endea- Ioh.5*39« 
vour to find out their true meaning. And 
for fear we fhould furrender our Judg- 
ments to our Fathers, and Mothers, or 
Church-Rulers, or Preachers, he bids us 

take heed what rve hear^ and whom we hear^ Mar. 4.24- 

and to hemare of thur Doilrine. And mbji, j^it 

Jays i«. 
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Lttkcia. (ays he, even cf jour [elves }iidg je nop what 

it' 26. ^ ' V ^ ^^^^ ^ M$ 

Mat. 19. to sm Mother^ hi edmnot bi my Dif* 

2^ ci^le. And he commanded h\s o^wn Difciples ^ 

Wt^.i2:tki:notto^€4U'URMi not Mafiersi by whkh 

& 8. to. ]a(l words our learned Commeiitator, the 

Reverend ^ Dr. Whit by, undcrftands. 

That m ^ooiflA cull no Man Guide^ or Ma^0f 

tifam earth y no Fafhers^ noCbmrtb^ m Coun^ 

cil. And indeed whoever confiders, that all . 

the Pifiefts upon earth were Enetnys to oar 

BkJfedSavkmr and bisGofpel, and that he 

giviag the privilege of InfallMitj to no body 

Se|id««liis holy Apoftles, couid not b&fecure 

that any Priefts would ever be otherwife ; I 

lay, he who confiders this, can never UiUik 

it poffibkibr Xh RiST to give fe partml % ^ 

Command, as to contain a Referve in behalf 

of any Set of Priefts, in prejudice of the ge-? 

ocral Rales of Free-Thinkings on which thci 

Gofpel was to be built, and which he fo par-. 

ticularly laid down and inculcated. 

6thly. THE Condua of the Priefts, who 
' are the chief Pretenders to be Guides to 
others in matters of Religion, makes Fm. 

Thii^king on the Nature and Attributes of the 
Eternal Being or God^ on the Juthoritj of 
Scriptures y and' oh the Senfe of Scriptures^ 
unavoidable- And to prove this, I will give 
you an Induftion of feveral. Particulars of 
- ; their Condud. 

lA IT 
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'..ifi.. IT is well known that the Pnefts 
throughout the Univerfe are eodlefly divi- 
ded in Opinion about all thcfe matters ; and 
their Variety, of Opinion is fo great^ a$ not 
poffibl)^ to be.coUeded together : nay, even 
thofe kinds of Prlefts, with which we are 
mora. nearly concero'd» difler fo cnuch one 
atnong anoiher ciiP'fQiniB 0 th«(^heads» th«» 
it would be an impoflible task to give you 
all their Differeooes. I will therefore out of 
this vaft and i]paiioiif Fifikl SskSt fuch under 
each of thefe heads, as is moft proper to 

afiia&us'EiBgil^MfiBu. 

AS to the Nature of the Eternal 
,B^ng0r God, the antieot and modern Fa- 
. gap Priefta had and »have as many difiereqf 
Ideas of the Deity, as Wit, or Intereft, or 
Fplly can invent ; and even the ChriAian 
Wvd^ have been always, and itiil are, di^ 
vided in their Notbns of a Deity, Almoft 
alLtheantient Priefts and Fathers (who wero 
fpoft of them Friefts) of the ChNftiao 
Church cunceiv'd God to be material; and 
feverat antient ChrifiUn Friefis of Egj^t 
^ere fo grofs, as to conceive- him to be in 
the fliipe oi NIan, and from thenre were 
e^WdJnfhrapomorphifes. Mo it of the mo- . 
dern Friefts contend that God is immaterial^ 
but iliey differ la their Notion of Impna- 
terialitj ; fome by Immaterial Being under- 
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ftanding ^ extended Subjlance tpitktmi Solidity ; 
and f others by Immnterid Bem^ imderflaad* 

iog mmxMtdii Being. 

» * 

I F any regard is to be had to the mail- ^ 
cious Books and Sayings of Prkfts ooe a- 

gainft another, feveral of them make the . 
tndterid Vmverfe to be the Eternd Being 
Qai^ Mifbu6QCOQB&$tbioEjJen€erfJik^i^' 

THE Reverend y Mr. William 
Carrol has wrote feveral Books to prove 

the Reverend Dr. Clark and the Reve- 
rend Mr. Samuel Bold MieifisiatiM 
(enfe. 

THE Reverend Mr. TuRMBRchar- ' 
the Reverend Dr. Cudworth with 
Atheifm for his Intellectual Syfiem of the Vni" 
verfe : And a Grut PreUt^ muft fuppofe 
Jtheifm very iarfpread among the Priefts^ 
when he faid, f f It was a great Providence 
of God that fo many of the Clergy fware $0 $ht 
Gcvertnmnt (under King William and 



^ Dr. More in bit Div. Dial, and Enchirid. Mctapli. 
Glanvil /n Sadd. Triumph. Turner of the Divine Ex-* 
tenlion, in an Appendix to hk Difc. of the MelTiah; and 
Dr. Clark in hit four Letters abouc the immateriaUty oC 
the Soul. . 

t The Body of Priefls. 

II Remarks on C/»tr^'s Sermons, 410. Defence of Ret. 
marki, 4to. Differtation againft Locke^ 8vo. ' 
Difc. of the Meffiah, Epifl. Ped. p, 17, x8. 
tt Notes Oil the Paftoral Letter, />. 5 1. 

Queea 
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Qoccn M A R y) Ua the Church jbouli be ip- 

Profd : And it was the fame Providence of 
God that fo man) of the Clergjf refufd the 
^ Oath^ left People jbotild think thai there ipos 
m fuch thing as Religion^ and incline to 
Acheifm. 

AS the Chrifiian Priejls differ about the . 
Nature or Effence of Gody fo they are infi* 

nicely more divided in their Notions about 
his Attributes. 

THE whole difference between the Ar^ 
minians and Calvinifts is founded on different . 
Notions of the Attributes of God; and this 
Dlfpute is kept up in mofl: Chrifiian Chur-^ 
ches on tlie face of the earth. It is carry'd 
on in the Romiflf. Church under the names 

of ^anfenijls and 'Jefuits^ Tbomifls and Mo*' 
linijls^ &c. It has been tor near a Century 
Jaft paft debated* among the Divines of our 
Church, and is at this day between the 
Reverend Dr. Whitby and his Adver- 
farys. Indeed the Diiferences among the 
Priefts in every Church about the Attri* 
bates of God^ are as numerous as the Frieils 
who treat of the Divine Attributes ; not 
one agreeing with another in his Notions \ 
of them ail. I will therefore clofe this mat* 
. ter with one loftance of a moft remarkable . 
Difference. 

D IT 
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IT is the OpioioQ. of many Diviaes, 

That when the Scriptures attribute Hands, 
atid;EyeSy aod Feet> and Face to God, wa i 
are not to underflaod that God really has 
thofe parts, but only that he has a power to 
execute all ihofe- Actions, to the effecting of 
which thofe parts ire. ffcceffary in ul' And 
' w^en the Scriptures attribute fuch Paflions 
to God as Anger, Pkafurt» Love, Haired, 
Repentance, Revenge, and the like ; the 
meaning is, that he will as certainly punifh 
the Wicked, as if 'he was inflamM with the 
Paffion of Anger j that he will as infallibly 
reward the Good^ as if he had a love for 
them ; and that when Men turn from their ^ 
Wickednefs, he will fuit Difpenfations to 
them, as if be really repeated or cbaog'd 
his Mind : So that thefe Scripture-Attr^ 
butes belong not to God in a proper and 
jult Senfe, but only improperly, or as the 
Schools fpeak, dnalogicoMy. But when the 
Scripture attributes to God an Underftand- 
\nrr. Wifdom, Will, Goodoefs, HoUnefe, 
Jutlice and Truth, thefe words are to be 
underftocd ftriftiy and properly, or in their 
common fcnle. . Dr. Ti llotson, the 
late Archbifl)op of Canterbury^' throughout ^ 
his \yorks maintains this Syftem of the 
. Deity. I need only cite his words y ith re* 
fpcct to thofe Attributes laft mentioned ; his 
Kotions, with refpc£t to Farts or PaflTions in 

God, being fufiiciently known without any 

proof. 
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proofs He (iiys, ^ /^r imy Min . 

pretend he cannot know what 'Jujlice^ and 
(j^Ofl^^ 4^ T^^^h in God mft \ for if m do 
nof kmmtkifj iiis4llcne to mmetherGodbi 
gogd or not, nor could pe imitate his Goodnefs ; 
for be thoM ifmtsfes^ endeavours to^mdte km^ 
felf like fomethingthdt h knmsi^ animuHof 
Jj^^ J{)we Idea of that ^to which be 
offur $0 be tikf. So that if m bad m etrtaii^ 
a^d fettled Notion of the Goodnefs y andjuf 
tjSf^ an4 Trufh of God^ J^e would be altogether 
4f ett^ntefigfbie. Bei^g; and Religion ^ which 
confifis in the Imitation of htm^ would he ut- 
terlj loH. Thus that Religious and ^ree- 
fbiieking Prelstei But on the other Mc^ 
Dr. KiisG the prefent Archbifliop of Dub^ 
//ij^uU^US, '[That the best Re frefent at ions xve 
C4n m^ke^of Godj are infinitelj jbprt of Truth ; 
That fi^ifdomy Vnderfiandtng^ and Mercy^?.7f^» 
Fpreknom^e(gj Predejlmation^ /md W iU^ when . 
a/irib^d to Gody ate not to be taken properly. 
Again, That Jujlice and Virtue ;and byp.34,35< 
CQof(pquef)c$ nU the moral Attributes of (?o4^ 
4r^ rtoi to be under fioad fo fignif} the fame 
thing when applfd to God and Man ; and that 
Sffej 4ure irf Ji diferent 4 mature from wjj^ 
they are in us^ and fo fuperiour to all that we 
can conceive^ that there is no more likenefs he* 
tween them^ than between our Hand 4nd G^i 
Power. But 411 thefe Atcributes, according 



♦ Senmns^ vol.6, p. 15,16. 

f iicrmou on Divine Fredcfl, p. i6* 

Da to 
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to his Gracey are to be underftood in the fame 
manner, as when Men dfcrihe Hands^ dnd Eyes^ 
and Feet to Ood ; or as when Men ajeriie^ 
Angety Love^ Hatred^ Revenge^ Repentancey 
changing Refolutionsy and in the fame imfro- 
fer Analogied Senfe. So that* as his Grace 
of Canterbury would define God to be a 
Being mthout Parts and Paffionsy Holj, Wife^ 
Jufi, True^ and Good:, his Grace of Dublin 
muft on the contrary define God to be a 
Being not only mthout Parts and Paffions, but 
n^ithaut Vnderftandwg, Wifdom^ Willy Mercjy 
HoUnefs^ Goodi^efs, or Truth. . 

2dly. THE Priefts throughout the World 
differ about Scriptures^ and the Authority of 
Scriptures. The ^ Bramins have, a Beck of 

Scripture callM the Shajler, The Perfees have 
their Xjindavafiaw. The Bonzes of China, 
have Books written by the f Difciplh of 
F o - H E, whom they call the Ij God and 
' Saviour of the Worldy who was born to 
teach the way of Satvationy and to give fatif^ 
faction for all Mens Sins. The TaUpoins of 
Siam liave a Book of Scripture written by 
if SoMMONOcoDOM, who, the^ii^;^^ 



* LordV Religion of the Banians and Perfees. 

t NavarctteV K(yrf^ex, p. 86. 

II Salvator Generis HumanL Ccnf» Sliu,PblU Fmm. 
D'/jf. p. 28. 

Le Dieu Fo-he a ete le Sauveur du monde. II eft • 
ne pour enfeigner le voye du Salut, pour expier pour 
tousles Pechez. Le Comte, vol. 2. p. 152. 

ft Tachard Voyage au 5iam, vol. u p^^oS, 

fay, 
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fiy, was * hrn of 4 Virgin^ and was f the 
God exfeSted bj the Vniverfe. The Dervizes 
faave their JkharM. The RMfs among • 
the SsmdritMSf who oow live at Sichem in 
Paleftinej receive the five Books of Moses 
(the Copy whereof is very difierent from 
ours) as their Scripture ; together with a 
Chrof^koffy or Hiftory of themfelves from 
Moses's cime» quite different from that 

roptain'd in the Hijlorkd Books of the Old 
Tejtame^t. This || Chronicon is lodg'd in the 
publick library of Lejdi$§^ and has never 
been pubJifli'd in nrint. The Rabbits among 
the common, Herd of jfwj receive for Scrip- 
ture the four s0d imntj Books of the Old 
Tefidtnent, The Priefts of the Roman Chorch, 
of the Engltjh and other Proteftant Churches, 
receive for Scripture the four and twenty Books 
of the OldTefiament, and all the Books of the 
i^er^Tejlament : but the Roman receives feve- 
ral other Books^ caUM Jfoojpha^ as CdftoniaUy 
which all the Protejldnt Churches utterly re- 
jeft, except the Church of EngUnd ; which, 
difierently from all other Chriftian Churches, 
receives them as half Canonical^ reading 
feme parts of them in their Churches, and 
thereby excluding fome Chapters of Canonic 
col Serif tare from being read. 



* Vol, 2. p. 2$^. 

t Le Dieu attendu 4c runivefs. lb. p. ^549 955« 

II Relaudi Differ, voL 2.. />. 
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I MUST obferve, That the VrUfls of 
all Chtiftian Churches diSer toidng tiftitt- 
felves in each Church aboUt the Copys of - 
the fame hooks of Scripture ; foine reading 
them according to ofie Madiifcr i pt , iH& cfthefrsf 
according to another. But the great Dif- 
pute of all, is concerning the Hebrew and 5^/- 
tiiMgirity between which two thisf e is a gf eat 
difference; (the latter making the World 
1 500 Years older than the foroier : j to name 
AO other Differences of greater ohr lefs im* 
portance. 

* LASTLY, As the fhoft zhtknt Gbrif- 

lian Churches and Priefts receiv'd feveral 
Gofpels and Books of Scrifture which are now* 
kift, fuch 81S ^ the Qofpet m&riing t& the 
brews, the Gofpel according to the Egyptians, 
thi Traditions of Matthias, &c. and as not 
one of their StfccefTors in tNSt^d firft Ceiv 
turys (whofc Works now remain) but re*^ 
ceiv'd Books of Scripture, which are cither 
loft to us, or that we rejeft as Apocryphal • 
fo the feveral Sefts of Chriftians in the EaFi^ 
and in Africa receive at this day fome Books 
of Scripture, which are fo far loft to trs, 
that we know only their Names, and others 
which we have and rejed. As for inftance, 
tlie Reverend Dr. Gr a b e tells us of a Book- 
receivM by KhQ -[ Copficks. callM the Snrets 

♦ Millii Proleg. in Nov. Teft. i>. 5,^, 7- 
t Spicileg. Se^i. I. ^.72, 
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P E T E R, of which we have no Cc^y i 
and * LuDOLpHus tells us, That the 

Abyflinian Chrijlians receive the Jpojlolick 

CotifiituMMs ; and | f ostellos brought 
from the Eaft, where it was in ufe, the 
Go/pel of James : both which we rejeft 
^ as JpocrjfpbsL 

r 

THE fame Books of Scripture h^ve, 
among thofe Priefts who receive tbtfnl^ a 

very different degree of Authority ; fome 
attributing more^ and others lefs Authority 
them. ' ' ^ 

THE Popilh Priefts contend that tiic 
Text of Scripture \% fo corrupted, precarious, 

and unintelligible, that we are to depend on 
the Authority of their Church for the true 
Particulars of the Chriftian Religion. Others 
who contend for a greater Perleftion in the 
Text of Scripture, differ about the Infpira- 
tion of thofe Books ; ibme contending that 
every Thought and Word are inlpir'd ; fome 
that the Thoughts are infpir^d, and not. the 
Words ; fome that thofe Thoughts only are 
infpirM, which relate to Fundamenta's ; and 
others that the Books were written by ho- 
neft Men with great Care and Faithfulne^, 
withour any Infpiration either with refped 
to the 1 houghts or Words. 



» Hift. ^thiop. 1.1. <r.4. §.^7. 
tt Fabricii Codex Apocr. ^ 

D 4 IN 
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IN like manner, the Brmins^ Ferfees^ 
Bonzes^ Talapowsy Derviz.es ^ Rabht^Sj and 
all other Friefts who buUd their Religion on 
Books, muft from the nature of things vary 
about Books in the fame Reh'gion, about the 
lofpirationi and Copys of thofe Books. 

^dly. THE Priefts differ about the Senfe 
aod Meaning of thofe Books they receive as 

Sacred. This is evident from the great 
number of Seds in each Religion, founded 
on the Diverfity of Senfes put on their fe^ 
veral Scriptures. And chothe Books of the 
OUi Md New Tejliment are the immediate 
Didates of God bimfelf, and all other Hcrif^ 
tures are the Books of Impoftors ; yet are 
the Priefts of the Chriftian Church (like 
the Priefts of all other Churches) not only 
divided into numbcrlefs Seds, on account of 
their different Interpretations of them^ but 
even the Priefts of the faooe Sed differ end- 
lefly in Opinion about their Sepfe and 
Meaning* 

# 

TO fet this matter before you in the 
cleareft manner, and to poffefsyou with the 
jufteft Idea of the Differences among Priefts 
about the Senfe and Meaning of their Scrip- 
tures, and to make my Argument the 
ftronger for the Duty and Nece(fity of free^ 
Thinking ; I will conHne my felt to the mosi 
JJiviff^oi all Book^Sjf aod by copfequence the 
' • ' beft 
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beft adapted of any to prevent Diverfity of 

Opinions ; and will take thq following me- 
thod. 

F/ri?, I WILL give you an Idea of the 
^^^ature of our Holy Books ; whereby you'll 
fee the Foundation therein laid for a Diver, 
fity of Opinions among the friefts of the 
Chriftian Cburch« 

AND, Secondly^ I will give yoU a Spe- 
cimen of the Diverfity of Opinions among 
the Priefls of the Church of EngUnd^ pre- 
tended to be deduc'd from rhcin : tor all 
their Differences are too great to be enumerar 
ted. From whence you'll eafily infer, ihac 
there muft be an infinite number or Opinions 
among all other forts of Pnefts^ as to the 
Meaning of their Scriptures ; finccthe moft 
jypvine oi all Books lays fnch a found^tioa 
for difference pf Opinion, that Priefts of the 
fame Sed are not able to agree, xho neither 
Art, nor Force, nor Intereft are wanting to 
CQmpel them to an Agreement in Opinion. 

F/W7, AS to an Idea of the Nature of 
our Holy fiooks, I will not pretend to fo 
puch divine Knowledg as to draw their 
Charafter rny fe!f ; and therefore take the 
fpliowing account of th^m from the Right 
Keverend Bifhop T a y lo r, a Prelate well 
known for his learned Defence of the U'vi/^e 
Right of Efifcofacj^ Ufe of the Blejfed 

Tesu^ 
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JfBsas, and many Bdoki o( Devathm; as 
ikewife for his Suffering for the Church of * 
England and Royal Family^ during the late 
Civil Wars. This Religious Prelate tells us, 
* That there are tnnumerdble laces of the 
Scriptures containing in them great Myfterys^ 
hut yet are fo enmrafdinaCioad, or fo dark^ 
ned with Vmbrages^ or heightened with Ejc- 
freffions, fo covered with Megorys and Gar- 
ments of Rhetof ick, fo profound in the Mai* 
ter, or fo intricate in the Manner^ in the 
Clothing and the Drtffing \ that God may feem 
to have left them as Trials of our Indufiry, 'and 
Arguments of out Imf erf eU ions y and as Occa^ 
fions of our Charity and Toleration to each other ^ 
and Humility in our felves, rathef fbsn m 
Repofitorjs of Faith, and Furniture of Creeds i 
Md Articles of Belief. 

966. 2. HE fays, That there are fo manj thou- 
fand Copys of the Scriptures^ which were writ 

by Perfons of different Interefis andPerfuaffons^ 
fuch diftrent Vnderjlandings and Tempers^ 
fuch difiinif Abilitjs and iViaknejfes ; thaf 
■ , there is great Variety of Readings^ both in the 
Old and New Tefiament. 

^ ^6j. J, THAT there are many places of Scrips 
/ ture which have a double Senfe^ a Literal and 
' . a Spiritual. And both thefe Senfes are fnbdi- 
vided : For the Literal Senfe is natural or fgu- 



* Polemick Works, ^.9^5. 

rative j 
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Htive ; ani the SpifHual is fifmii^es allege \ 
rieal, Jemerif^s indgogical ; naj^^ fomitims. - 
there are divers literd Senfes in the fame 
Sentence. ' . 

4. THERE are divers places of Scrip- ^.^69. 
tare containing if^ then^ gridt Myfiei^j mM 
^^aeflioits of greit Ctfki^nmetit ; and yH the 
Fabric k anaConfiiiution of them is fuch^ that 
iBefe it no certain Mark to deMtMne whab& 
tti 3enfi of thetn Jboald h tttitM or fga^ 
rative. 

%. THEKk kt^ fame f laces of Scrips 
^are which have the felf-fame Expreffl^ns^ tht 
fame preceptive IVards^ the fame Reafon ani 
Account in aB appearance y and yet must he 

expounded to quite different Senjes. 

• • • . 

6. SO ME Points of Scripture are fo P. 97a 
9njJleriota, that they are only to be underjlocd 

by Pirfoni ve^y Holy itnd Spirit haI. 

7. T H A*!" aR Sjjlems of Science are pt 
iAprefs^d^ thai either by reafon of the Vniver^ 
filityof the Terms and fubjeB Matter^ or by 
the infinite Variety of human Vnderjtandtngs^ 
they Jeem to divers Men^ nay to the fame Mem 
upon different Uccaftons^ to [peak things ex- 
tremely difparate^ and fometimes contrary^ but 
very often of great variety. And this very 
thing happens alfo in Scripture^ that tf it were 

not in re ieria & facra, it were -exieient fpori 
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to obferve how the fme fUce of Serif turt 
jifves fever d turm ufon oecdfioa. 

P. 972. 8. THAT the Scriptures are fo rvrote^ as 
not eertdnlj to be unierftooi by considering the 
Comext df$d C^amSiom if the Pms. Far 
when there are two or three Antecedents and 
Subje&s ffoken oj^ wbst Rule fifoU afcertain 
me that I make mj reference true, by drawing 
the Relation to fucfj an Antecedent ? For in 
4 Contexture where one fwtt- dfus not always 
depend upon another^ where things of dijferene 
' natures intervene and interrupt the firji In- 
ientions ; .there expounding Scripture by the 
Context U not always a very probable method to 
fn^ out the, true Meaning. 

9. COMPARING of Places ie another, 
great Pretence to fix the Senfe of Scripture \ 
%ut comparing of Places ieof fo indefinite Ca- 
pacity^ that if there be Jmbiguity of Wards^^ 
Variety of Senfe, Alteration of Circumftances, 
cr Difference of Stile among Divine nr iters, 
then there is nothing that may be more abtts^d 
by wilful People^ or may more eafily deceive th^ 
Vnwary, or that maj more amufe the mqfii 
telltgent Obferver, 

10. SCRIPTVRES are pretended to 

■ be expounded hy Analogy of Reafon. But un^ 
lefs there were fame Intelledus Univerfali? 
furnifipd with infallible Propofitions^ by refer- 
ring to whicbj every orfe might argue infaUM^^\ 
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this Logick may deceive as mS m My of the 
refi. For it is with Mtns Redjhit 4S pritb Mms ' 
Tajles, &c. . " 

II. OTHERS pretend to expound Scrip'^»9n» 
tare bj the Analogj of Faith. But that U 4 
Chimera^ a thing in nubibus, which varies like 
the right band and left band of 4 Pillar. 

t2.C0NSVLTING Originals it 

thought a great matter in the Interpretation of 
Scripture. But the difficulty is in the Thing 
however exprefs^d; theleajk in the Language J' 
The Inffediion of the Original is no more cer^ 
tain waj of Interpretation now^ than it was in 
the primitive Ages of the Churchy when there 
tpos an infinite Variety of Tranjlations of the 
Biblcy and never a one like another. 

• 2dlj, I NOW proceed to give a Speci- 
men of the Diverfiry of Opinions of the 
Friefts of the Church of England, all pre- . 
tended to be deducM from the Scriptures. 

I. THE mod; fundamental DoQrine of 

the whole Chrifiian Reltgion^ is the DoBrine 
of the EverMejfed Trinity: And yet what 
different Notions of the Trinity do the Friefts 
pretend to deduce from Scripture? Some 
make the Orthodox DoSlrine to confift in 

* three difiinlt^ eternal^ perfeHly equal Beings^ 



4 

* Braddt^'s Dodsios of ths Fathers, ^e, p*rt u 

agreeing . . 

* • » 
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agreeing fn 4 fpecijick Vmj/\ ip (xjnfdnaiuy 
yt/'^h t^P Orfhodo:}; Priejls of thQ fourth Ce^-. 
furjy and particularly St. A t h a ^ a $ i i^s, 
who fays, {a) ThePerfons of the Trinity m 

nal, ecfukl Beings, whofe Vnitj is fdrtlj netme* 

. • • • .... 

nd^ unequd Beings^ the frfi whereof is alone 
fflj'.ejsfften(y m^d (he [«qoid mfi ^ thir4.fyb^- 
4»4fe^ 

t 

. ANp thefe again are fubdivided ; ^on^e 
of tbem maUrqg the Son and Holy Ghoji 19 
flow from the Father by an inherent Necef- 
fyy ot Nature^. .an4 others to be tlie EfTed . 
Qi a vol^xitary Opi^acioq of the Father. 

SOME (^) make the Bqrfoos to be 
eternal Modes of Snhfijleneej or inter ndl Re^ 

iations of the- one Subjhnce of the Deity to 

it felf. And purfuaot to (his Hyfoth^fn^ 

— ■ ■ . »> — 5 ^1 

* (/i) Athanafii Opera, Ed.P tr, t'o/. 2. />. 160. 

(6) 5/jer/oci(>*s Vin 1 of the Trinity, and its Defence. 

(c) Fowler's 2I Pfopof. BuUi Defenf. Fid. Nic. Cud* 
wortb*s latcll. Syft. Fayne's Sermon^ and Letter to the 
BiOiop of Roch. And Pn Clarke*^ Scripture-DoQrine of 
tJie^Trinity. 

(</) Dv.Smb's Animad, ^nyTritiieifmchargM. 

they 

> 

/ • 
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they fay, (a) That the whole Deity was i/fm 
^dr^dt^ i» tb^ Mm Chrifii^ but mt wh(J(ji^ 

SOME (Jb) make the Perfons to be edt^ 
Mfkd ReUtions of tb$ one Sub^4»ce of the 
Deity to Mankind, viz. of CnaS^r^ Redeetmer^ 
^S^Sm^ipr-, as Kjng William was 
Kfng of EaglaiKl, France, and Irelaqd. 
Again, the fame Revepead Petfon makes 
eacb Ferfop a Third of God, as (0 L^f^g^h^ 
Bresdih^ md Tbiclmifs make 4 Cube \ or 
(J) three Groats make s $billing^ and three 
Nobles make a Pouted. . . - 

SOME (e) make the Trinity to confift 
ia 4 Mind that from aU Eternity had Wifdom^ 
thai frtmB all Eeerniiy undierftood him[elf^ an4 
frora all Eternity loved himfelf. 

Laftly, OTHERS (/) receive the word* 

• of the Jthanafian Creed without any Senfe 
or Explication at all, conceiving the Article 
of Faith to lie io fomctbing unintelligible. 

2. THE Priefts difpute, Whether the 
DoSrine of the Trinity be a Fundamental and 

necejfary Article oj the Chrijlian L aith or no. 



(4) 5oMr/j's Tritheifra chargM, ^62. 

lb) WaUns Letters of the Trinity. • Utt. 3. p. 40,4i» 

(c) Fkfl Lett. p. II, 

id) Third Lett. f. 42. 

(e) Nye's Inftitutions of the Trinity. 

(/) (f4/?rc/'s Cpafid, on the Trinity. 
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Dr. SauTH aflSrms, (a) A Mitn cdn m 
more h a ChriflUn mitbout the Belief of thi ^ 
Trinity,^ than he can he a Man without a ra* 
thnd Soul. And our Right Reverend Bi- 
fliop(^) Bull has wrote a Book againft* 
Episcopius and others, to prove the 
Necejfity of believing the Trinity and Inearna* 
tion. Indeed the greater nuaiber of Priefts 
are in that Sentiment. For as the Right 
Reverend (0 Bilhop Taylor obferves^ 
The Example of fo e^eOent d Man A t h a- 
N A S I u s in his Creedj has been followed with 
too much Greedinefs ; adtheiV or Id in Fa&ionSy- . 
all damning one Another^ each Party damn*d by 
all the re[t ; and there is no Difagreement in 
Opinion^ but Damnation frefently to aU \»hd 
dtfagree. . - • •« . , * 

BUT this Religious Prelate is not himfelf 

of that opinion. He fays, If it he corjfider^d 
how many People under Jt and not the Aihana-^ 
fiao Creed^ hoof contrary to natural Reafon it 
feews, how little the Scripture fays of thofe 
Curiofitys of Explication^ how Tradition is not 
clear on A t h A N ASiu sV jide for the Ar^ 
tide it fe/f hoiv A T H A N A s i U S is put to 
it to make an Jnjwer and Excufe for the Far- 
thers who exfrejs'd themfelves like Arians, houf 
the Arians appea^d to the Fathers for Trial^ 



(a) Ded. Epiftp frith. chargU' 

\b) DcNrccffir. cre'dendi, &c. 

(cj Pole nuck .Works, >. 964. , 
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dPfd the Offer tvas declined*, it had not been 
dmifs if the femU 'Judgment bdd been left to 
Ckrift^ who it appamted Judg of gU Men^ and 
rpio will judg them righteoujlj ; for he knowt 
wtry Truths the Degree of every Htc^tjy 
mtJL M& Excttfts thst £ leffem tie tttttmre dni 
malice of a Sm : all which AthanaSius^ 
tba dverj good Mam^ did not imm fa wtU.m 
to warrani fetch d Stnietm. And Bifbop 
Ta y l o r concludes, That it is very flrange 
to feet Vaeharitaklmefs into d Creed, aid make. 
Ud»Artkkrf Fdkb. 

Dr. Wall IS takes a different method 
irom Bifliop Taylor, tho he a^ms with 
him in his Cooclufion. He fays, ^ The dam'^ 
ttdiory Samences in Atbaoftfiaii Creed art 
ttot to k$ ttitderfiood dscarOng to the Rifgonr. 

AND maoy other Divines coateod, that 
the ddhtPdtory Senttnces dre no fart of th& 

Creedy which coonfts only in bclit;ving the 
Article of the Trinity as there expre(s'd. 

J. THE f Priefts of our Church dif- 
pute, Whether ac the Rerurre8:ion Men 
(hall have a Body confifting of the fame 
numerical Particles of Matter that were laid 
in the Grave: Whether they (hall have a 
Body confifting of the fame nunterical Par- 



^ Second Letter y p. 2. 

t Sie their nHmmm Scrmm on Eader-Dar. 
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tides of Matter that have been fotne time 
or other vitally united to the Soul during the 
Life of the Man : Whether they (hall have 
a Body confifting of Particles of Matter that ^ 
were never united to the Soul during the 
Life of the Man : Whether they fhall not 
have a Body confifting of any Particles of 
Matter indifferently : and laftly. Whether 
ihcy fhall rife with any Body or no* 

4. OUR Priefts at^ and for many years 
after the Reformation, were generally CdU 
njinifts or PredejlwarUnSy as is evident from 
the^ Articles vf theQburcb\ from the ffii« 
hies printed in Qyeen E l i z a e e t h's time, • 
to whicli are oiten annexed an Jfology for 
Pr^de/timaMff^dn/werhg t^e ctmtmom Obje&ions ^ 
made by Athetfis^ Deijls^ Socinians and L/- 
htrtuns^ againlt that laving DoSrine of the 
Gofptl ; trom the || Huffr^ge cf the Divmes 
of Great Britain deliver d by them to theSj^ 
nod of Dort, March 16. 1619. as the Henfi 
of the Church of England ; where the jfw 
Points (as they are calPd) are all determin'd 
on the Cdvimfiicd fide, agreeable to the 
Decifions of that Holy Synod : and laftly; 
from all their Books till the time of Bifliop 
Laud. In which time was m^de the grand 



* Art, 10, & 17- ■ 

' r ItvttfLl Maim printed tj C. Parker the Q^uh*s 
J'rinter, 

I! Privted in £ijg. anno 162$, 4/0. and in tba Ada Dor- 
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Change among our FrieAs; and there are 
caw at leaft nine parts in ten of the Priefts 

who preach every Sunday contrary to, the 
-Articles they have fubfcrib'd. So true are 
the Obfervations of Bifliop Taylor and 
Mr. Whist on; the firft whereof fays, 
^ That there is no Church which is in Projpe* 
rifjj but dtters her DoBrine every Age^ either 
by bringing in new Doltrines or contradiSting 
the old', which jbows that none are fdtUjy Ji 
with tbemf elves or mtb their own Conf^ns : 
And the latter, -f- That there is fcarce my one 
Clergyman of the Church that has confider^d 
dni eixamin^d things with care, who believes aB 
the Thirty nine Articles^ in their proper and 
original Meaning. ^ However, the Ortho- 
doxy of Queen Elizabeth^s time is not 
quite extinguiih'd. We have had our P ri- 
de A u x's and our Jan e's, boili Profelfors 
of the Divinity-Chair in Oxford ; our 
Carltons and our Davhnants 
both Bilbops ; and have now our Souths 
and our. Edwards's of Oxfordsind Ca$^ 
bridge ; and (everal others who appear in be* 
halt of our old Religion agaiaft the nume- 
rous Innovators among jthe Clergy. The 
two la ft mentioned Divines have with great 
Vigour (but it muft be confeGM very weak- 
ly) lately attacked the Reverend Dr^ Wjh i t- 
BY, who in many late Books has ihowM 



* D-d. kfor: Li')erty of Proplie Tying. * 
t ElTays, ^ 2,S. 
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hicnfelf a zeshui ArminiM. I muft not^ 

omk doing juftice to that Profound and Or- 
thodox Prelate the prefent Bifbop of London^ 
whom many btve often beard wkh iadf* 
fkd:ioD inculcate the Docirine of PredefiitMim ^ 
tiott io his exceUeMt Sermoas* 

• 5; OUR Priefts difpute whether HelT^ 
Torments are eternal or no ; and fonje of thQ 
iBoft eminent eitber doubi of their Et§rmty^ 
or deny theoi to be Eterml. The famous 
Divine and Philofopher * Dr. Henry 
Mo&E iays, Tbi wards Aii^f mA kU^iQ^ im' 
Scripture m indifferent to ftgnify either that 
which is froferlj e vcr laBiog, or that which Up 
a long time;/o tbsi we sn wot $0 ^o- 
Munse for the Etermtj or Perpetuity of }JelL i 
Torments. Again, Thut. Commindtions 4rf 
w/, tho Promtfes be obligatory ; forafmach se 
in ComminatioMS the Comminator is the Credit- 
tor^ and he that is menaced tbi Debtor $ba 
awes the Puni/bment ; but in Promifes be that 
frmn^is beemnes the Debtor^ and he to whom 
the Promife is made. Creditor. Whence the 
Promifer is plainly okUg'd to make good bit ^ 
Promife^ as being the Debtor : But the Com^ 
win at or ^ as being the Creditor^ u not obli£d 
to^exact the Punifbiment ; it being in the power 
if any Creditor to remit the Debt owing tx) him 
if he will Whertfore sn tbu Commination of 



* Annotatioas on Lhx Orientalk, p, 73, 74. 
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iter nd Fire or hnrUfthg Vunifhrnent^ tbo 
M&n^ fignify here properly everlafting, as 
mil as in everlafting Life, yetbecsufe this Ut- 
ter k £ Pramife^ MM the other only a Comnru 
Hittion, it Joes mt follow^ that as furelj as the 
Right eofts fhall be rewarded with everlafiing 
Ltfe^ fo Jurelj /ball the Wicked he puteifb^d 
mth everlaftittg Fire in the mofi proper and 
highest Extent of the Signification of the word. 
Becaufe God in his, CommiMtions to the Wi^ 
ked is only a Creditor^ and has JliU a right 
stnd power to remit either part or the whole 
Debt ; but to the Righteous^ by virtue of his 
Promife, he becomes a Dtbtor^ and cannot re- 
cede^ but mujl funiiuallj keep his Word. 

TO the fame purpofe and after the famt 
.manner fpeaks the nrioft Pious and Rational 
of ail Priefts, Dr. Tillotson, in bis 
celebrated Sermon of Hell-Torments. And 
Dr. H I c K £ s mentions ^ five or fix Di* 
vines^' mofi of whom are in great Statiofes of 
the Churchy as Converts to this Opinion by a 
Manufcript Treattfe written by an old ^ceptick 

(fo he calls the Reverend Mr. Whitc^ 

foot) Sit A' or wich. 

^. OUR Pricfts difpme whether the 

Sabbath s)v the Lord^-Day ought to be kept 
in^ly. 

f D^rcouirres on TiMotfonund, Snrnef^ p. 46. 
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« 

• 

FROM the Refarmdtion to the Reign 

of King James I. £/7^/W was as remark- 
able tor its religious Oblervation of the ^ 
Lord^S'DMjj ^s Scoflsffd is at this day. And 
I can meet with no publick remarkable In- 
fiance of the Breach of that Holj Daj, du« 
ring the long Reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, unkTs at * A Y L M E R the Bifhop of , 
Lotidon*^ Houfe in Fulham, where his Lord- 
fbip dfid others (1 fuppofe his Chaplains) ufed 
to fldj at howls on Stdnd^y. But King 
Jam£S pubHlh'd^ Proclamation for Sports 
on that Holy Day, obhgingali Miniftersto 
read it in their Churches. And f federal 
Prieils in his Reign, and that of his SucceiTor 
Charl£s I. (whether in compliance with ^ 
the Profanentfs ot the Cl)urt, I fliali not de- 
terqiiinc) wrote Books to fhew that Sunday 
WAS no Sabbath^ and that there was no Mora- . 
lity in obferving c!ie Lord'b-Dd} : all which 
wereanfwerM and rcluted by ft vera! other 
Godly and Orthodox Divipes. Nor is this 
Contiuverfy yet bury\l ; for very lately a 
High and Reverend jj rrieil has wrote for 
the Lawfulhefs of ' Sports on that Holy Day« 

7. OUR Priefts difpute whether Epif^ 
copacy be of Divine or Human Inliitution; 



* Strype*s Life of Ajtlmer^ p. 215, 294. 
t Prid.aux, Bi-rcwOoJ, White, Hcylin, Dowe, Pock- 
lington, Mede, 
I Mmr on ch^ Nam?, Notion, ^c. of the Sabbath. 
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a Queftion which, according to moft of them, 

coflcerosi the very Eflence of the Church. 

T H A T the latter was the Opinion of ' 

our Church (and of courfe once the Opi- 
nioaof many Friefis) from the Reformatioa 
to the Reftoratioh of King Charles IL 
is evident ; for as a Noble Peer obferv'd in 
a ^ Speech made in the Houfe of Lords, Pre f- ' 
bjteriM Ordination was iMm^d and fru&is^d 
in the Church from the Beginning of the Re- 
formation till the A£t of Uniformity (which 
sBom^d of no Ordinttiion btit Efifcopal) and 
fever al Bijbops were made of fuch as were never 
wdtun^d Priefls by htjbofs. But yet fome 
few Priefts before the Refiorstion, and 
'more fince, have wrote for the Divine Right 
of Epifcopacy ; and 'tis now become a con- - 
(iderable Squabble in the Church. There ' 
are not only Priefts on both fides of the 
Queftion, but one eminent Frieft, Dr. S x i 
i:,iNGFLEET, is himfelf on both fides : . 
when he was a Presbyter^ he wrore a || Book 
to prove the human Injtitution of Epi/copacj ; 
and when be was a Bifbop, be (a) wrote to 
prove it of Divine Inftitution ; jult hke 
• .Aylmer Bifhop of London^ who before 
he was made Bi(hop thought (b) the Lands 



* Sta^c-Tracts, p. 50. 
f Bijhops HaU and Taylor> 
II Irenicum. 
. (a) charge to his Clergy, in 1690. 

a) Ajlmr s Life by Strjipe, p. 225,. 268, 269^ 
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if the Clergy ought f$ he givem to Queem 

Elizabeth to maintdin her IVdrs againfi 
^T^nncc mJL Spain ; but when he was a 
fbcf, he apply'd to bfitifelf Acfe words, 

^i 'hen 1 was a Child, J fpdke ds d Chfld^ J 

tbomght ds A Child. 

8. THE Doftrine of Origindl Sm, and 
whether Men are now liable to be damned 
for A D A i^'s Sin (which is the Foundation 
of the whole Chriftian Religion) was for- 
merly difputcd J>ec ween * Biihop Taylor 
and the Bifliop of Rothejler^ and is at this 
day between the Reverend Dr. Wh i t by 
and the Reverend Dr. Ed w AH OS of "Jefm^ 
CoUfge in Oxford. - ♦ . • • 

» 

9. WHETHER our Saviour's Soul 
cxifted in Heaven before his Incarnation, 
was lately debated between Dr. Fowl er. 
the prefent Bilbop of Gloucefier^ and Dr. 
Sherlock, who have each of them had 
other Priefis for their Seconds. 

to. LAY-BAPTISM wasexprefly al. 
lowM of in tlie Kubrick of our Liturgy^ juft 
before the Office of frivgte Baftijm, -m 
James Ts Reign, in thefe words : Let 

thoft that are frejent at the Baftifm CdU nfoid 
God, and fay the Lord's Pntj/er if the time 
will Juffer. Md ti^ff$ Off e of them all name 



f Polemick Works, p. 86}. 
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the Child, arid dip him in the Water ^ or four 
JVdter upon himy faying in thefn woris^ I hdp^ 
tize thety fire. And ts fer as my Knowledge 
inthePriefts Books reaches, the FnUditj of 
LajhBapttJm was a fetded Point among the 
beft C hurchmen til) very lately. For i find 
the Reverend Mr. Sellers (who was fo 
good a Churchman as ro be a Jacoiitt Sfpd* 
TAtiJl) affirming, * nttt the Bdptffm 
nifired in /port hj Athanasius, when he 
was £ Hedihem SchooUB^jf, to his Heahen Plgj^ 
fdem^ was w/id snd not to he reiterated^ as 
was defined bj Alexakdek then Patrtarch 
of Alexandria, mdvpposUiy noother pjortof 
the Chunk But 6t Jate maqy Cenfures 
have been pafs'd on the Bifhop of Sarrdm^ 
and Books written againft him by Prkfts, 
ft* afferting, f That Fsith in the Trinity 
gives every Man a right to Bapttfm ; and that' 
this has been the eonjtant Senje of the Chitreh 
for dhove \i\ooTedrs; whkh in a ritual mat^ 
ter is certainly of great Authority. T^iey rec^ 
kon'd that Baptifm wms the Gift cf Chri/i to 
hit Churehy when given in the name of the 
father^ Son, and Holy Ghojl. It is Chrt/l's 
Baptifmy be they who ghe it Orthodox or He^ 
reticks. Clergy or Ldiiy j dftd in the iatter 
J^es, Men or Women. 



* Remarks on /. ^'s View of Antiquity, ^ 380^ 381. 
f TwQ Sermons pitited in lyio, 

II. THE 
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ji. THE Reverend Mr. Blaxton 
has coUe&ed the ^ Opinions of the moft 
LeArned and Fdmom Divittes of the Church af 
Eaglaod from the Reform At ion to the Tear ^ 
i^j4. mB condemning VfAiry as unlawful and 
for hi Aden h God's Word. To which I could 
add a great many moie who have followed 
our primitive Clergy iu this point, and eafily 
make Mr. Blaxton^s Book as big as the 
Htjtorj of Fajjive-Uhedience. I will only 

throw in the Opinion of chat great Cafuift 
and profound Divine, Bifliop Sander- 
son, who makes i" Six in the Hundred to be 
Sahbath^hreaking^ and every one that takes Im^ 
ful Inter for his Mony to he guilty of the 
Breach of all the ten Commandments ; and - 4 
farticulariy of the fourth, hecaufe the ,P lough 
goes on Sundays. But our Priefts are now 
almoft univerMy changed in this matter. 
And I have not heard of any one of late^ 
except the Reverend Mr. Da v i d J o n e s, 
who takes Ulury to be a Sin. On the con- 
trary, it ought to be (upposM that they now 
account it a Chriftian Vertue, fjnce there.are 
lb many among 'em who are common Stock- 
jobbers on the Change y and who a& the part 
of Attorneys arid Scriveners in their Pa- 
rifhes, in placing out Mony on Securitys at 
Intereft. 



^ Fmted anno i694* 

t Notes oa the Pafloral Letter^ p, 44* 
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12. THEY difpute whether Men are 
to be of the Priejls Religion^ or the M4* 
gi/trdtesy or are to ji^dg for themfelvei. In 
the Reign of Charles II. (that King 
after cheir own heart) their Leader Dr. 
Parker faid, * That in Cafes dnd Dif^ 
putes of A fublick Concern^ private Men have 
no power over their own Anions ^ thej are not 
to be direlfed by their own Judgments^ or dem 
termtn'd bj their own Wills ; but by the Com" 
msnds and Determinations of the puhlick Con^ 
» fcience or Magifirate^ And if there is any Sin 
in the Command^ he that imposed it^ /ball an^ 
fwer for^t. Again, That in all difpnt able Ca^ 
fes it 4s better to err with Authority^ that is, 
with rhe Magirtrates, than to be tn the right 
again tt. But (ince t;he Magiftrate . has laid 
afide all Claim to Dominion over Mens 
Minds and Confciences, by ceafing to fine 
and imprifoo Men on the fcore of Religion^ 
and by granting a Toleration ; they \ now 

fct up the Authority of the Vriefi (which 
they call the Church) and make the Ma- 
gi ft rate himfelf, who is by Law the fupreme 
Governour in all Caufes and over all Perjons^ 
as well EccleftaJHed as Civily thie Prieils Eccla^ 
fiafiical SuljeSt as well as the reft of the! 
Laity. Some few Prielts, fuch as Mr. 
Chilling WORTH, Dr.TiLLOxsoN, 



' » Ecclef. Polity, p. go8, 
' t Hickes, l^fley, 
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and others now living, have clearly averted 
the Right of all Mea to judg for thcm- 
ftlves. 

I COULD proceed to give an aocourn 

' how they difpute about the Priejls power to 
sbfolve Men from their Sins^ abouc the hde^ 
feteiency of the Chetrqb on the Stste, aboDt 
the Sacrament being A proper Sacrifce^ about * 
the real Pre fence tn the Sacrament^ aboUC tho 
Friifts of the ChriftimeChmih being proper 
Friefts ; and indeed about every Point in 
the whole Chridian Religion, as well a$ 
about the Meaning of almoi)^ every Text in 
the Bible : But what I have produced being 
fufficicnt to prove their Divifions about the 
Meaning 6f the Scripture- in matters of the 
greateft importance, I may juftly conclude 
that it is neceflary for every Man, inftead of 
j-elying upon them, to think freely for him- 
felf ; and proceed to the fecond Inftanee of 
their Condu£):« 

^dly. A SECOND Inftance of their ^ 
Conduft, whereby they make frff T^/ivi^/ic^ 
unavofdabie, is, their ownijig in expreft 
V/ovAs the Doiirtnes of the Church to be eon* 
trddi&oty to one another ^ and to Redfoti. 

THE Renowned Dr. Sacheverei< 
fi^^bys 'm his Speech dt hie Try dl. That b; dbdn^ 
' Joning PaJ^ve-Obedience^ the difH^guijbing 
Bddg and Glorj of our Reformdtion^ we muji 

4- nttdetf 
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under oar [elves the mofi inconftjlent Church 
$»$ hi world. By which wocds che .Dodor 
muft fuppofe, even before the Sentence 
pafsM upon him condemning the Do£lrine of 
Paffive-ObediifKi^ tbsx many Dodrines of 
the Chmr^b were inconfiftent and contradic* 
tory to one another ; otherwife one Incon- 
fiAency more would not make it th^ mafi 
imoi^fiim Chunk in the worU. 

Dr. BfiVERiDGE fuppofes our whole 
Faith in God to confift of CQniradi£Hons to 

Reafon, when he fays, '^)That is moji trui 
cf God whuh fetms mofi; imfq[fibU to m. 

Dr. S o u T H, fpeaking of Chrift's Incar- 
natkuiy (ays, \ To behold the Divinity whUk 
u prefent to oM fincesj dotVd in fUfby ii m 
if we jbould imagine not only the whole World 
TJprefented nfon^ but alfo (ontain?d in one of 
' 0Uf little mifkisi GiobeSj w the Body ef the 
Sun envelofd in a. Cloud as big as a Man^s 
hsndi mU which would be looked on ss a^onifb^ 
ing Impcffibilitjs ; And yet 0% fmr fbort of the 
other, AS the greatefl Finite is of An Infinite^ 
hetween which the Diffarity ii nmneAfurabli. 
For thAt God fbonld trAmform himjelf. And 
fubdue And majler all his Glorys to a fo^bility 
of huMAn Affrehenfiom And Lom^frfe^ the befi 
RcAfon would hAve thought it fuch a thing as 



* Private Thoughts, p, ^2. 
t Sermons, vul. 3. />. 566, 
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Goi €omld$$otdOj hsdif ma hem sSuiMy Jam. 

It is (as it were) to cancel the effemid Dif* 
tances of things ^ to remove the ^unds of Na- 
tttre^ to bring HeavemMd Esrth^ amd (wbai 
is more) both Ends of a Con tradition toge^ 
ther. Again, the fame Reverend Perfon fays, 
in relation to his Faith about the Ferfon of 

P. 31^. Chrifly That tvere it not to he adored as a 
My(iery^ it would be exfloded ds d Contrtt-, 
diiliom. 

V>v. Henry More, ia bis Myflery of 
P. 495* GoMinefs^ fays. There is fcarce My Church im 

Chriftendom at thu day (in the next Page he 
fays, the whole vifible Church in what Nation 
feever^under Heaven) which does ttot obtrude 

nt9t only plain Faljhoods, hut fuch Falfboods 
' that wiU afpear to any free Spirit pure Contra^ 
dUiiorts and IwpcffibilitySy and that with the 

fame Gravity^ Juthority^ and Importunity^, 
• $hat they do the hobf Oracles of God. Ta 

which I crave leave to add his judicious Re* 

fleftion that follows, tho foreign to ray pre* 
fent Defign, That this Conduli of the Priefi, 
is a heavy fight to the truly Religioun^ and joy^ 
to the Profane^ who take advantage tberehj 
dgait^l/l the whole Myfiery of Piety^ as if there 
was no truth in it ^ becaufe that fo grofs talf 
hoods are urg^d upon them with the Jame fo^ 
lemnefs as thofe things that ( were it not for 
the fir ions Impudence of the Priefi in other 
o^en Falfitys) mght pafs with, them for true. 

* ^dly. A 
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■idly. A THIR D Inftance of the Priefts 
Condoft, is, their Acknowledgment of Jht- 

fesy Defeifsj aod falje Doitrines in the Church. 

t 

THE Reverend Dr. Grabe (a Mail 

fupported at the Charge of her moft Pxcel- 
knc Majefty, encouragM by the moft eml* 
neot Divines of our Church in. his under- 
taking to publifh the AlexAnirUn Munufcrift 
of the Septuagin$, and employed by our Ec* 
clefiaftiorl Governours to vindicate our efta« 
blifli'd Faith againft the Reverend xMr. 
W H I s T o n) acknowledges certain ^ Abu* 
fes And Defers to have crept into our Church ; 
particularly, Baptifm by bare fprinkling^ not 
mixing IVater with Wine in the Lord^s Hupper^ 
and ihe eating of Blood and things ft r angled: 
all which Abufes^ he fays, wearegnilty of, 
in oppofition to the antient Church all the 
world aver^ and the flaiu Teftimouys of Serif* 
tures. How far the Reverend Dofitor is in 
the right as to all thefe particulars, I do not ' 
pretend to fay ; but with refped to the laft, 
J have often wonder'd how Men profefling 
to believe in the Bible^ and particularly thofe 
who pretend to underftand it accoraing to 
the Senfe of the primitive Church, can live 
ia the Practice of eating Blood and things 
fir angled^ io oppo/ition to fo plain an Infti- 

* Preface to Effay on the Dotblac of the Apoftles, 
h II. ' 

tution, 
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tistion, Precept, and Rule. For it is fbr<* * 
Gen. 9. 4. bidden by God in the Old Tejlament for a 
^^^ '^'^^^^ moral and eteroal Reafoiv ieidufe $i§ 
Dcut. 12! Blood is tki Uft : and io the New TefismfHj 

23- to dbflain from things Jlrangled and from 

^o^ill' eoioin'd as a f^^ffon ibiffg. And 

this Precept was fo religioufly obfervM by 
all Chriftiaos io the firft Ages of the Gof- 
/ pel, that TiKTaLLiAK fays, "^OmeE^ 

ferimmt madi fife of by you Hesthens for fho 
' difcovery of ChriftsAMS^ u to try whether they 
Will ent Bioek-puddipfgs ; joet mtB Itteowitig that 
they ]udg i§ etnUwftii io commit thdt Tra»fi 
ff^n you eommAnd. ^ 

Dr. Grabe, as wc are informM by 
f Dr.HiCKES, was for rejtoring the pure 
friweiiive PfitBiee 4»d Difciflim^ wbi^h coi^i- 
^ niPd^moreor left correQtd in the Church tit 
the Reformation (which by this Account was 
a Riformatiom backwards) partkuktrly litf 
PrsSiiceof Chrifm in Confirmation ; anointing - 
the Hick with OH \ Conje£ion^ and Sacerdottd 
AhfoiMtio9$' as judiciot ; tmd Prayer for tho 
Souls of the Dead ; the want of all which being 
Defeiis in the Reform'* d Churches^ 



* Inter tentamenta Chriftianorum botulos criiore diP 
tentos ad mover is, cerciiTimi fcilicct illicicum eile penes 
illos per qaod e^vorbitare vukis. Operay Ed, Rigd. p, lo.v 
. t AccQiuU of Dx. Qrate^ p« 8» p» io« 
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tor. H I c K E s * (peaks of feveral things 
Mmijs in fke Church. 

•> 

AGAIN, He mentions particular De- 
fers, fucb as \ the wMt of A Side-toard or^ 
Buffet to flm the EUn^ems on before they are 
f laced on the Commumon-Tahle^ and || goi?^g 
to Church in, the fame Drejs m go to FUjs 
MdBds^ &Cw . . ... 

• , . 

HE faysjikewife, Th4t injhi6 Kjng^\ 
dom mMf unchrifiian Mdxims^ extremely hurt^ 
ful and detrimental to the Chrijhan Religion^ 
are received for Lam^ vix». " That the King 
^ is the Supreme Ordioary } That Canons 
made by the Church Regent or Epifcopal 
College oblige not Cbriftians in Con- 
fcience, without or, againft the King's 
Confent ; That the King by Ad of Par- 
liamcnc may deprive BiOiops ; That he is 
the laft Appeal of our Church in fpiriw 
tual Caufes f and that the Acts of Pat:* 
liament touching Eleiiion and Confecration of 
Bijbofs, aire unchrifiian. 

»THE Reverend Mr. Lesley fays, 
III! That in Sweden they fray not far the 

* Pref. to Letters betwccti him and a Popilh Prieft. 
t Pref. to two Treat. ^ 53, 54, 55. 

II Two Treat. ^ 93« . 

*♦ Letter in the Character of a Primitive Bilhop, 
p. 471. 

nil Cafe of the Regale, ^ 2$. ' 

F Church 
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Church in gemrdl^ but far the Clergj hefari 
the Ki^g^ Thus it is in all Ufurgys except 
curs. But the Kjng in our Liturgy is tbruB 
in between the Church umi the Bi/hops, upon 
the Notion^ J fuppofe^ of his being Head of 
the Church ; Mitd the Scheie Royd fmily sum 
drawn in after them^ as being Heads in Re- 
wrfian. iVe imfrove^ and Jeem to take care 
iu the frB piace for our Bcdys befori our 
Souls J and for this tV or Id more than for Eter^- 
mtj. But they retain the primitive £orm in 
Sweden: thej reform not bsskwuris. 

La/ilj, OUR Liturgy fuppofes our Church | 
defef^ive, when we pray upon Aflmeduefday 

for the Rejloration of Godly Difcipline. 

^thlj. A FOURTH Inftancc of the 

Priefts Conduft, is, Their frofefflng they wid 
not teil the Truth, and making it matter of 
ReproMsh in unj of the Clergy to tell the trutbi 

UPON occafion of Dr. Wake's hav- 
ing eodeavour'd to ftate by Law and Hi- 

ftory the Power of our Princes over Synods 
and Convocations^ Dr. Atterbury fays, - 
^ fVere all th^t Dr. Wa k e fays exprefty true 
and jujlffiabtey yet whether the labouring the 
Point fo heartily as he docs^ /ind jbewing him^ 
pif fo mBing to prove the Church to have no 
Rights and Privileges^ be a very decent part in ' 



* Prcf, £o Rigi ts of an ^/^^^V^ Coavocation, lu 

m « 
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» aergymi»j ht lUves to hit FriemU io ctm- 

AG AIN> he fays, * Could fuch a 
Fomt be msde out, jet fiirtlj it Joes m hum* 
f:iergjmem to ht^ it fmnri. Let 01 leave 
that dirty work to be done by the frofefs'd £«#. 
miesof Religion and the Order i bm let HM 
the hinds ef Leviie e»fl<y*d tie ift 

A REVEREND Erelite, ina Letter 
to Mr. Whi 8 ton about the moft impor- 
tant Article erf the whole Chriftian Religion, 
the Eternd Divinity of ear Blejfed- &tifia$»r, 
fays to him, f If you ere fitre you ere in the 
TMOt in any matter rvheretn jou heve the 
Churches 'Judgment againH jouy ym flumld be 
ureftiiiMata breek the Peeee of the Church by 
vnriting egainjl it. If it were but one Brother 
that wouldte/ce hurt bj your mritiugf the Jpo- 
Jill fejs, it is not good to venture that, even ro,„. ,4. 
tho you know you are in the right ; for at it 
follweth. Haft thou Faith ? have it to thy 

■ Dr. Edwards of Oxford fays with re. 
fpea to the Reverend Mr. W his ton's 
renouncing the DoBrines of the Ever-blejfed 
Trinity, and the Eternal Dtviuity of our Lord, 
That II tie Otths, Subferifftions, folemn and 

. ♦ Ibid. p. 38. , ' 

t Wfe//?on's Primit. Chrift. voL i. Pref* ^,27* 
II Doftriflc of Origin?! Sin, 1144 

Fa refedted 
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repeated DectgrAfiom^' thofe firtmg Chuns sni 
tetters J its one might \ujllj imagine them to 
be, ought not to be broke through. So that , 
accordittg to this profound Divine, thfc Pricfts ^ j 
are never to have any regard for Truth, but i 
when tl: happens to agree with the Oaths ' 
they have once taken, and the Subfcriptioas 
and Declarations they have once made. Thus 
a Mahomtan. or Popijb Priefi is for ever to 
continue true to his falfe Oaths, SuhJcriptioHSy 
and Dedarat^ons ; and a Church-of-Englani 
Frieft is to continue true to his OMhs, &c. 
not becaufe he is in the tigbt^ but becaofe he 
has fnforn and fabfcril^d. 
• 

THAT eminent Reformer Archbifliop ^ 
Cranmer, by the following Query laid 
by bim before King /dffiirjr V 111. iuBicientiy 
fhow'd his Difpofition to conceal the Truth 
from the Laity, and by confequence muft 
have fupposM the Clergy blamable in telling 
the Trath. 

^ IF the Clergy know that the common fort 

of Men have them in a hightr Veneration^ 
hrcauje they are ferfuaded that it Ueth in the 
Will Md Power of Priefis to remit or not re* 
?fUt Sins at their fleafure ; whether in fach 
.cafe the fatd Clergy offend, if they wink , at 
this^ and voluntarily Juffer People to continue , 
ij7 this Opinion? 

* Cantnn'% Accoual of two Motions in Convocation, 
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5/% A FIFTH Inftance of the Priefts ' 
ConduQ;, is. If any good ChriftiM hdppens to 
fidfon better than ordinary y they frefmlj ■* 
thirge him with Atheifm^ Deifm^ or Soci* 

uiMtfrn: as if good Senfe and Orthodoxy 

^ could not fubfift together* 

THUS the Reverend and Religious 
Dr.CuD WORTH, who has wrot^ the mod 
learnedly of all the Divines of our Churcji, 
in his InteUeSiudl Sjfftem of the Vniverfcy a>« 
gainft Atheifm^ is charg'd with being an 
Jtheijl for that very liook, by a ^ Reverend 
Pivipe^ ijifho only aualifies ic by faying, 
Thdt the moft that Charity it [elf can allow 
the Doctor y if it were to Jtep forth and fpeal: 
• its mofi favourable Charaffer to the IVorld^ is^ 
That he is an Arian, a Socinian, or a Deift. 
Thus the late Archbifhop Tillotson 
and the prefent Bifliop of Halisbtsry are charged 
with Socinianifm by the f Reverend Mr. 
Lesley; and in a Book of 1| Dr. Hickes's, 
Dr. Tillotson is faid to be the gr^x^^ 
A^heifl that ever was, 

« 

THUS the Reverend Dr. Clarke, 

and Mr. Samuel Bold, and Mr. John 
Locke are charged with Jthesjm by the 



* Dzdic. before a Dl^c. of the Mcfliali, f i6, 17, 19,i52. 
t lejkys Charge Qf bocinianifm againft Xitiotjon .ai^ 
Burnet. 

II Jikk,es*& pifc. upon Dr. Tillotfon and EtAinet^ ^ 40. 
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Reverend * Mr. Carrol ; and Mvl ' 
Chill iKGwoRTify (be abkft Advocate 
we ever had agaioft Popery, goes commooly 
under the opprobrious name . pf SomtM. 

6tUy. A SIXTH InftanccofthcPricfts 

Conduft, is, Their rendri^^ the Cdnon of 

Dr. G R A B E fays, f That the Canon of 
S^ifture was not made whiU the Apoftles wert 
nlive ; mo not frefentlj after the Martyrdom of 
Peter and Paul, when Clemens 
mete hu EfiJlU to the Corinthians ; whmm 
fke0ldTi/i4m€ttt is frequently cited^ but not 
one Pajfage out of the New^ eae^ft from thofe 
tifi/lles which P A u L M n^rit to the Co- 
rinthians. Fron^ thence it is to be infer^d^ 
that Clemens thought the Corinthians " 
mre acquainted with no other Scriptures^ but 
^KJX hh E^ijihs to them. The caje is the 

* Remarks on Clarke's Leaures. Defence of the 
Rjeinarks. Diffcrt. againft Locke. 

t Canon facrorum librorum non ftntim ah initio Ec- 
Clcfiae, vivis adhuc Apoftolis, fattus erat ; iiro ne quidcm 
tnox pott martynum Pauli & Petri, quo tempore S. Cle- 
ineiis Epiftolam dabac ad Corinthios, Canon erat condi- 
^us, riquidem ipfc fApiffim^ veteris quidem Tclta menti 
dmpturaii nuUaoi vcro novi Inftrumenti aUegavit, ex- 
fcptis lis, qua; ad ipfos Corinthios ab Apoftolo data erant, 
literis : imde'ColIigere eft, Clementem nullas alias Co- ' 
^nthiisnous exiftimaffC;. Similis qnoque ratio Barnabae 
5c Herma, qaorum Utcrque paulo port excidium Hiero- 

brom aUcgavit. SfkU. Seta, i, v. 120. ' 
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fme im refpe£t of B A nJiJiA^ AS Md He K'- 
mas; who tho they both wrote a little after ' 
the Deflru6Hon of Jerufakin, bAVi M and 
iogf Book iif the NimTifimim. 

Dr. Mills fays, * There was no CoU 
USkm modi tf Mfiy Books of Seriptttrsj whe^ 
ther of Epijlles or Gofpels^ till above three^ 
fiore Tears ^ttr the Death of Chrifi.. l^ot of 
tho Efiftles oertMutlj ; for soncornit^g the An* 
thors And Authority of fome of theje^ there 
wtre great Difputss snd Doubts w the Apo* 
fioUcM Cistrcies in the foBomng Ages ; which # 
bad ssever happen^ dy bad any of the lajl furvi^' 
ving Apofiles sfitsftituted a CAfion. Nor of 
the four Gojpels ; the rsAding of which in the 
Churches was not then deterrnir^d and agreed 
ms^ ml fi^all flnno prefentlj. • 

■ I ■ I ' I ■ 

♦ Hue ufque, nimlrum ab anno evulgata Epiftol» 
ptioris O. Paali ad TheiTal. ad cempus ufque edici Jo* 
annis Evangelii, dimidium ferc dico feculum, fparii 
erant hi libri, ac feparatim circumferebantur finguli, ^ 
abfque omni caeterorum comitatu, Nondum enim erac 
fatla Colleftio aliqua five Epiftolarum, live etiam E* 
vangeliorum. Non Epiftolarum certe ; liquidem de 
aliquarum ex his feu autoribus feu autoritace, a pud 
ipfas Ecclefias Apoftolicas feculis proxime fequenti- 
bus privatim dubitatum ac publice difputatum fuic ; 
Id quod neutiquam accidiffet fi abaliquo Apoftolorum ad-^ 
hue fuperftite,ac pr^rertim Joanne, certus iplarum Hume- 
rus fuilTet conftitutus, Ncqae vcro Evangcliorum ; de 
hifce folis quatuor in Ecclelia Icftitandis nihil adhuc eert^ 
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' Dr. Beve RIDGE fays, * Jwo?ig ail tie 
nmt Mtiznt Writers of EeekftaJHeal Matters^ 

you will hardly find two that agree the Jame 
Number of CMonical Books. 

AGAIN he fays, f No one can be ig. 
not ant ^ that fume of the truly Canotficid Books 
of the Jfojlles were doubted of im the three 

prH Cemurjs of Chrijlianity. v 

ythlj. A SEVENTH Inftance of their 
Conduft, is^ Their owning and labouring to 
frove the Text of the Scripture prectriom. 

THE Reverend Mr. Gregory of 
Chrifi4^hurcb in Oxford fays, |{ There u m 
frcjine Author whatfoever^ ceteris paribus, 
ha^ fujfer^d Jo much by the hand of Time, as 
the JSewTeJkament has done. 

Dr. Mill ^ |i^s publifli'd a Book con- 
taining all the various Readings of the Nem 
Teflament he has been able to meet with; 
and they amouqc, according to a la^e Ju* 
thoTj io above joooo. 



• * Inter omQesTetuftiox€$rerum EcclefiailicaromScrip- 
tores vix duos in eodeoi numero librorum Canonicorum 
confc ntientes reperies. Apud Etitii Bibl, SanS^m. p. 376. 
' t nopnullis ex vcreCanonicis Apoftolorum libris, 
tribiis pripribiis Chriftianifnii feculis dubitatum fuiife, 
nennnem fucit. Codex C an. v'md, EdiUClmm. P^XI?. 
11 Piefacf ro hit PrJihumous Works. 

•i^ Pref. Nov. Telt. Wet^nii, 

HOW 

• « • ♦ ♦ » 
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0 

: HOW the Text of Scripture is affcacd 
by this Work of Dr. M i l l 5, you may fee 

by the late Learned Critique of Dr. W h i 
f who in general thus declares his Judg* 
ment of it. Says he, * The vmH quMtity of 
variom Readings coUetied hj the Doctor^ mufi 
of couffemike the Mind doubtful w fuffkUm^ 
that nothing certain can be exfelted from Booh^ 
where there are various Readings in every 
Verfe^ dnd almofi in every pirt of every Verfe. 
M o R I N u s argued the Depravation of the 
Greek Text^ which feews to weaken its Au* 
thority^ from the great Variety of Readings 
' that he had found in the Manufcript Copjs of 
R. Stephens. How will the Papifis tri- 
ftmph over the Text of Scripture^ wbent%ey fie 
thoje Readings made four times a^s many^ and 
At Length increased by a Large Appendix ? More^ 
over^ it does not a little hurt our Caufe of PrOf 



^ Variantlum le^jnnDimmenfa moles mulcorumani- 
mos fiifpenros red4et, iif^ue fufpiciones hand parvasin- 
ji<;ieC {Arum quid cexti ex Hbris in omni com mate, imo 
ih bmni fcrc commatis parte variantibus, cxpeitari pofle. 
Depravationcm illam textus Graeci, quae ejus autoritatcm 
lab-faftcc, ex magna ilia le^lionum varictate, quam m 
cxemplaribus Graecis R.btephani invenit, arguic Mori- 
nus : Quantos igitur de texjp ccdjm triumphos agent 
Pontificii, cum viderint cas Lediones a Millio quadruple 
aurtiores t'adas, & demum appendice copio^'a locupleta- 
tas ? Id infuper cauia? noftr* hand parum otticere exifti- 
ino, quod corruptelas interpolacionrfque baud paucas ab 
iplis ^cclefiae incunabiilis, sevoqr.e pornc Apoftolico, 
S. Scripturis accidilTc tider.cer Millius prorwncict. W'^/>- 
ifjfi Exmen Var. U{1. MlUi'i^ p. 2, 4. 
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tejlancjj that the DoStor conjideHtly affirms^ 
That not A few Corruptions and Interpolations 
hwe happened dmofi from tbi beginning of 
Cbri^idmtjy and in the JfoJloUck Agt. 

LASTLY, Dr. Mills lias difoover'd 

a * Pajfage (very little known before, and 
which elcap'd the Enquirys even of Father 
Simon, who has laboured fo much to 
prove the Uncertainty of the Text of Scrip- 
ture) giving au account of a general Altera* 
tion of the four Gofpels in the (ixth Cen* 
tury ; and this recorded by V i c t o r of 
Tmnity an Jfrican BiCbop, who f flourijh^d 
in that very Age, in bis Chronicony which 
has been. only printed by CA^isiusat 
Ingoljlad in 1600, and by Joseph Sca«- 
1. 1 G E R in his Edition of the Chronicon of 
EusEBius. The Faflage is as ibUow^ 
|j Imthe Confuljbip of Mbssalla, ai th 
command of the Emperor Anastasius, 
the Holj Gofpels^ as written by Idiot Evange^ 
lifisy are carried imd Mnrntded. The Do^or 
like wife tells us, that St.Isi dqre Bifhop 
of Seville relates the lame Fad in his Chro^ 

nieon. 

* 



* Prolcgora. p. 9S. 

t Cave's Hift. Lit. />. 4x15. 

II MelTalla Confule, Anaftafio Imperatore jubcatc, 
fan^la Eirangelia, tanquam ab idiocis fivanaeUuis ^fllr 
]^rica, reprehendttacur ^ eqiendantur. * 
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%$Uy. AN Eighth Infhitloe of the Condud: 
of the Clergy, by which they make Free^ 
Thinking neceflary, is. Their ddlj fuhlijkingof 
Books Goaceming the Nature cf God^ and the \ 
Truih 4ni Authority the Serif tnres^ where-f 
m they fugged: the Argumebts of Vnheiie* 
vers; and more particularly, * Treatifes in 
Dialogue^ where they adually introduced. 
tbeiftsj Doiftsy S/$iPti€ksy and Sacinisns, fpeak* 
ing in behalf ot their Opinions, and that 
(unlefs yoa will fuppofe the Priefts to be. 
unfair Wtiters in Controverfy) with the 
fame Strength, Subrilty, and Art, thofe 
Men (how ekh^r in their Books or Con« 
Verfation. 

gthfy, A NINTH Inftaoce of thcPricfts 
Condu£):,is as follows : 1 here is but one com^ 
pleat Antient 6)/?^; of Athetfm (viz,, Epi- 
cuRUs'sSyftem wrirten by Lucretius) 
left us upon Record^ and the Priefts will not 
fuffer that to lie hid in a learned Language ; 
but one of them, the late Reverend Mr. 
Creech, has tranfkted it into Englijb 
Verfe, for the Benefit and Entertainment of 
the Englifit Reader. And there are more 
Recommendations of Divines preiixM be* 
fore his Performance, than ever 1 faw before 
^ny Relfgiouf or DevMt Anthar whatfoever ; 
^1 - - 

* £f//f/s Dialogue between a Deift and a Chriftian. 8v8, 
4nd hif Dialogues between a Socinian and a Chriftian. ^to, 
jt/icboUli Coaference wich a Tbcif^ andmnj/Qtb$rs- 

and 

« * 
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and thofe all emioeoc and high Divines, fuch 

as the Reverend Dr. Edward Bek- 
VAKD, the Reverend Dr. Duke, the Re- 
verend Dr. Adams, Provoft of Kptg's- 
College in Cambridge, and the Reverend Mr. 
Joshua Barnes, and divers others ; in j 
whofe company appears alfo the Ri^ 
itfi Orthodox MAtrqit Mrs. A. B£h.i<. 

icthly. A TENTH Inftance of their 
Condua, is. Their Vfe of pious Frauds in 
trdtfJUmg and fmblifltiHg of. Books. . 

« 

IN the old Proteft ant Bible, Sprinted in 
King Edward VPs days, apd in the 
beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign 
in the Year 1562. the word ^HitWioc was | 
tranflated every where Congreggiionj and not 
Church ; whereby great oflFence was given 
tothePapifts; But the Reverend Tranfla- 
tors of the prefent Cmmon Bible have ia 
fome places renderM it Jjjemhly, and in 
others Churchy with defign to have us be- 
lieve that the word Chunk (igntfies the 
Pr/>/. For wherever the word 'EJtl^^H(rfflt 
tnanifeftly fignifies the Feofle^ as it does in 
JBs 19. 32. there they render it JJfentblj : 
whereas had they faid, The Church (inftead 
of Jffembl) ) was co»fuid^ And the mm pdrf 
knexp not wherefore they were erne together*^ 
the fignification of the word Church would 
not have admitted of any doubt about its 

in?«ning, 

i^iyiu^t-u Ly Google 
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deaaing. And wherever the meaning of 
the word ^BmLKmioc is not fo clear from the 
Context as it is in the foregoing Paflage of 
the J^is, there they tranflate it Church ; as 
forioftance in ikfuf. iS. 17. Tell the Church. . 
By which the Priefts underftand, TeS the 
Friefi. Whereas was the word in the Ori- 
ginal tranflated univerfally alike, either eve* 
ry where Churchy or every where Ajfemblj^ 
jtbere could be no difpute who are the Churchy 
nor by confequeace to whom belong the 
great Privileges which are thioughout the 
Scripture given to the Church. 

THE Reverend Tranflators of the Bible 
have put another pious Fraud upon us, by 
inferting the word Goi in Sr« ST£PH£'K^sAfts7.59. 
Speech at his Martyrdom, without the 
leafl foundation either from any Manu* 
fcript or printed Copy whatfoever of the 
NewTeJiment in any .Language.. 

LIKEWISE, to conceal the true 

meaning of the word i7ri(rjto7r»^j the Reve- 
rend Tranflators have renderM it Overfeers^ ket% 20. 
becaufeit manifeftly fignifies in that place 
feveral Perfons in one Congregation ; where- ' 
as had they tranflated it Bifiofs (as they do . 
in other places) it would have appeared that 
a Scripture Bi/bop was not a Diocefan Bijbop : 
nay^ it would have appear'd that Bi/bop and 

Presbyter^ ( or Elder ) were fynonimous 

Terms in tUe Scriptures, flnce thefe very 

Men 
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Men whoarecallM here iiristtomi, aracallM 
w^fiiimfot io the fevcnieemh Vcrre. 

IN the Poftfcripc of the fixond Epi&le 
to Timothy, Timothy is call'd, 
the jirfi Bijhof of the Church of the Ephe- 
iians ; and w the Poftfcripc ot the ]^»iftic 
to TiTns, Titos is call'd the jirft 
Bf/bop of the Church of the Cretians; .but 
both thefe were prdv'd in Fariiameoi to be 
* hdA taU ffurim Additions made by OUT 
Reverend Editors 

EVEN in Matters of lefs conrequence 
they corrupt Books. Thus the Reverend 
Mr. Brown, Reaorof Sm^idg 'mKjnty 
tranflated into Englifh fome Letters of Father 
Paul, and printed them in 1693. and 
Traoflatioo has fmotber'd the moft remarka- 
ble and valuable PaflTages that are to hor 
found in thofe Letters. Sook of the 
dances will give you fome Entertainment. 

HE has omitted thefe words: t. If dm 
t Kjrfg of England (meaning King James 
the Firft^ mre mt more a Doctor $lmm s 

1. IF the IQng of England mre not 4 
Doiior^ fom Good mighi be hok^d for: But 

* DiuW Occurrences^ 124, 
t Preface, i . 49. - ~ 

the 

0 
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die moft cemarkabte Onuffioa is this wbic^ 

follows. 

FOR rte.Englifb, favs F. Paul, 
J fear. The great Power of the Bifbops^ tho 
under a Kjf^gj ^^^s me fufpeli famethingk, 
fi^whemver ibey baive dnesfyPrimej or sm 
Archbijhof of an high Spirit^ the Royal Power 
will dwindle^ dnd the Bijbops will afpire to M 
dfolmte Dmitmrn. Metbmks I fee in Eng* 
land the Horfe bridled and faddled^ and the old 
Rider ^ at I guefs^ wiB/bartlj get afote his buk. 

THE Reverend Tranjlatqr of Baum- 
cartek's Trwelsy in Chuhchil^ 
CoReStion of Voyages^ has ftifled a Paflage 
that contains two very remarkable Particu- 
lars, which are as follows : ^ Without the City 
of Grand Cairo on the Banks of the Nile, 
they JbofP^d us a Mo/que^ where during the 
' time ef Divine Service the Dead dre pud to 
^ome out of their Graves^ and to continue out 
of the ground as long as Divine Service holds ^ 
and then to vanifb out of fight. Thie ie j^- 



* Extra urbem in rip4 Nili Mufchkaea quaedam nobis 
jnonftrata eft, ubi tempore ^uo facra peragunt, humati 
e fepulcrisprodiredicutitur, ac donee fuos opinione la- 
cros riCtts peragunt, ftaJi^iles immobilelqae con0ftere & 
demom difparere ; quod qui ignoret in Cairo nemo eft. 
Vidimus infuper ibi lacam quendam ingentero, Milo 
contiguum, qui fingulis^ annis fertur rubefcere inftar 
cruorist quod fort^ fit la memoriam plagx iUius £gyp- 
qn&aqusomnes in fanguiaem Tcrfas memorantur* 
FiregrinatimSf /. u c» i8. 
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frffPd by every body in Grand Cairo. We \ 

likexvije there a certain great Lake^ which is 
reported to be as red as Blood once a year ; 
wbiib perhaps cot^innes in memmy of tbAt 
Egyptian Plague^ hy which the Waters of 
£gy pc were J Aid to be turned into Blood. 

THE Right Reverend Bifhop Fell 
corrupted in many places W o o d's Hijlory 
And Jntiqaitys of the Vniverfuy of Oxford^ 
while it was in the Prefs ; and in particular 
Aruck out feveral FaiTages wherein Wood 
had done juftice to Mn H o b b e s, and in- 
ferred others in their (lead^ derogatory to 
his Fame and Charaden 

O F thisy Mr. Wood himfelf acquainted < 
Mr. HoBBEs; and' if you have the Cu- 

riofity to fee what the Alterations were, you 
p. 114. may find them in H o b b £ s's Ufe. 

IN fhort, thefe Frauds are very common 
in all Books which are publifli'd by Prie/ls \ 
or Prieftlj Men ; and becaufe. fome few may 1 
think amifs of 'em lor it, I will not conceal 
the A pology . that may be . made for this 1 
PraQice. ^ 

IT is certain^ they may plead the Ja- 

thority of the Fathers for Forgery^ Corruption^ 
and mangling of Authors^ \yich more reafoa 1 

than for any of their Articles of FASth. For 
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St. Jehom lays, If thenfore IkMetrsnflit^ 

ted the good things of O r'i g E N, and cor- 
re&id or confided th iad^ tmltobe Uam^d for 
mdkwg Mm scqtidifited mtb wbsi it good im 
him, and keeping V«f ignorant of what is bad 
imhim i If this be a Crime^ Hi laky 
it as guilty as /. Eusebius Vercel- 
X. £ N s I s it Ukervife in ftLult^ tpho tranjlate4 
itttoLsLtin tbe Commtttarjs of £asBBius 
of Cacfaria a grand Heretick^ but has omitted 
. all bis Herejys. 1 fay nothing of V i c T O- 
HI M us atidotbtrs, left I jbould feem not fo 
much to defend mj felf^ as to feek Complices in 
tbe fame Crime. 

I MIGHT go on to aflTign other In- 
fiaoces of the Friefts Coodud ; fuch as tbeir 
Declamations againfi Reafon ; tbeir Arts and 
Methods of difcouraging Examination into the 
Truths of Religion ; and their encouraging 
Examination when Authority isagainft them, 
or when they think that J ruth is clearly on 
their ''iide; tbeir injlilling Princifles into 
youth, &c. But that I may not run this 



* Si ij^itur, quae bona funt tranftuli, & mala vcl ampu- 
tavi vel correxi vel tacui, arguendus fum, cum per me La- 
tini bona Origenis habeant mala ignorent ? Si hoceft 
crimen, arguacur & Hilarius. Sit in culpa Verccllcnfi8> 
qui omnium Pfalmorum commentarios haeretici hominis 
(Eufcbii C^faricnfis) vertit in noftrum cloquioin, h«rc* 
tica prjerermittens. Taceo de Viftorino Piftavionenfi & 

coBteris- ne non tain me defeodere, quam focioraia 

criminis videor quxrere. Adv.yigHaiiSim. Op. Tom. a. 
p. 312, 313. Ed. Erafmh 

G Letter 
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Letter into too great a length, I forbear in* 
iifting on thefe and ntiany other InfiMces of 

ihtivCo/iduffj which I could affign. And 
therefore fhall now conclude from tbofe ^ 
Ibre^oing^ That fince the Phefts, not only 
of different Religions and Sefts, but of the 
fame Se£fc, are infinitely divided in OpinioQ 
about the Hatnre^^Sod; and the Atrtho* 
rity and Meaning of Scriptures ; fince we 
have Friefts whoacknowledg the Dodrines 
of our Church, which they have folemnly 
fworn to preach up, to be contradidory to 
one another and to Reafon, and- that fefc^ 
ral Abufes, DefeQis, and falfe DoQirines are 
crept into the Church ; fince they profefe 
they will not tell the Truth themfel^es^ 
and make it matter of Reproach in the ^ 
Clergy to teii the Truth ; fince they pre- 
judice Men againft their ownDo3rtnes> by 
Infinuations of Infidelity and Herefy, againft 
all good Chrifl:ians who are Men ot benfe; 
fince they render both the Canon and Text 
of Scripture precarious and uncertain ; fince 
they fill Mens heads with irreligious No- 
-tiens, by publifhing the Arguments of In- 
fidels, and reviving the old Sydems of A- 
theifm ; and laftiy^ fince they are guilty, on 
fo many occafions, of Frauds in the pub- 
lifliing of Books : we have no way of fet- 
tling our fclves in* a right Notion of God ; 
in the Reception of the prefent Canon of 
Scripture, and that Sacred Greek Text of the 
N^w 1 eila ment which is commonly primed ; 

and 



Digitized by Google 



and in the Belief of the Doftrine and Prac- 
tkc of tbe 0Sdphsx6 and Worfhip of the 
Church of England^ as founded on that pure 
Text; Dor can we be eafy in our pwp 
Minds, under the Prejudices and Difficultys 
which die Pr lefts put into us againft thefc 
-Truths, km by ceafiog to rely on theoiy 
and thinking freelj for our felves. 

S E C T. III. 

ft 

IH A V E frequently obferv'd in Conver* 
farion, that Men are mprQ l^d by cer- 
tain DbflBculties cind Objedions, wluch. they 
pick up, to rejeft what is certain and true, 
thanibey ar« to admit 9Ay thing for true by 
wtue of a proof i friar k Wherefore I will 
now confider the principal Objeftions I have 
jnec with, in the mouths of the Singere^ to 
Examination and Free^Thinking. / 

ifi. I T is objeaed, That to fufpofe Men 
hwe d right to think on mS Sntjeifs^ cr to 
engage them in Enquiry s for which they are no 
wsjs quaiiffd; the Bulk of Mankind reaSj 
wanting a Capacity to think jujtly aboeii anj 
Speculations i and therefore ^tis ahjurd to ajfert 
that Mm hme a rtght h think freely^ much 
more that it is their Duty to think freely. 

To which J anfwer. 
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» 

1. THAT to aflfert only a bare Right 

in any Man to do a thing, implies a Right 
in him to let it alooe^ if he thiqfcs fit. And 4 
therefoi^e no Man need engage himfelf in 
any Enquirys by virtue of his Right to 
think frulj^ unlets he judges bimfeit fuffi- 
ciemly qualify 'd. * 

2. TO aflertitisallMensDutyto^i(ri/»jr 

freely on certain Subjefts, engages them only 
10 Bnquirys on thofe Subjedsj, which they 
who contend for the Neceflity of all Mens , 
aflfenting to certain Propofitions, muft al- 
low all Men are qualify'd to do. For the 
only way to know what Opinion I ought to ^ 
have in any matter, is to think about that 
matter ; and to fuppofe chat God requires 1 
me to believe any Opinion, and has not put 
into my power the means of knowing what 
that Opinion is, is abfurd. 

SUPPOSING the Bulk of Man- 
kind do want the Capacity to think freely 
on matters of Speculation, I do then allow, 
that tree-Thwking can be no Duty ; and the 
Friefts muft hkewife allow, that Men can 
be no way concerned about Truth or Falf- 
hood in fpeculacive matters, and that the 
Belief of no Opinrons can be juftly required 
of them. But ftill the Right to thif^k freely 
will remain untouched for all thofe who are 
dilpos'd to think freely. 

2dlj.IT 
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m * 

• • , • * » 

^ilj. I T is obje£led, That to allow mA 
iWOftrdge Men to think fr,edj^ mil produce 
endlefs Uiwfions in Opinion, and iy eonpqaence 
Diforder in Sociitj. To whkhl aafwer^ 

■ • 

1. LET any Man lay down a Rule to 
prevent Diverfity of Opinions, which will 
not be as fertile of Diverfity of Opinions as 
Free-Thinkings or if it prevents Diverfity 
of Opinions, will not be a Remedy worfe 
than the Difeafe ; and I will yield up the 
Qiieftion, ' 

■ 

2. MBRB I>iverfity of Opinions has 

po tendency in nature to Confufion in So- 
ciety. The Pythagoreans^ Stoicks, Scepticks^ 
Aesdmitksj Cynitks^ and Strgtonicks^ all ex- 
ifted in Greece at the fame time, and differed 
from one another in the moft importani; 
Points, wz. concerning the Freedom of hu- 
man Ad:ions, the Immortality and Imma- 
teriality of the Soui, the Being and Nature 
of the Gods, and' their Government of the 
World : And yet no Confufion ever arofe ia 
Greece on account of this Diverfity of Opi- 
nions. Nor did the infinite Variety of Re- 
ligions and Worlhips among the Antients 
ever produce any Diforder or Confufion* 
Nay, fo little Polemick Divinity was there 
among them, and fo little mifcbief did th^ 
lleathen Priefts do, that there are no Mat^ 
rials far that fort pf Hiftory call'd ^#^4/^^- 
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ul mficfy. And the true reafon why no ill 
cffta foUowM this Diverfity of Opinions, 
was, bteanfe Men generally agreed itt Cfaai^ 
mild and peaceable Principle of allowing 
one another t6 think fneij^ and ta baVe dific^ 
rent Opinions. Whereas bad the common 
praftice of Calumny usM among us prevaiTd 
among them, or had they coodemn'^d 6i!i^^ 
another to Firi and Faggot, Ithpv'ifOn^ctii^ 
and Fines in this World, and Damnatibfi inf 
the next, add by rhefe ihUns ha^e cf^ag'd 
the PafTions of the ignorant part of Man- 
kind in their feveral f artys ; then Confufioti, 
Diforder, and every evil IVark bad foUow'd, 
as it does at this day amottg thofe who allow 
no Liberty of Opinion. We may be com 
Tinc'd of this by our oWh ^tpern^ftMi 
How many Difpures are there every whei^ 
among Fhilofophers, Fhyficians, and Di- 
ttoes ; which, oy the allowance of f?ed tJ6^ 
bate, produce no ill efFefts ? Further, let 
any man look into the Hiftory and State of 
(he Tarh^ and he will fee the iilfltiefice 
^hich their tolerating Principles and Tem- 
per have on the Peace of their Empire. It 
is ilffirm'd in their JlcdraH,^ * Tbst one mhi 
lives as be ought to io^ whether he be Chrtfiim 
tor or whether he bgtb forfrken one Pr<h 
ffffion to errtbrace another ; every one that adores 
God, and does the thing that is goqd^ {ball un^ 
doubtedly oktiun the Love of G^d. And pur* 

— — — f 
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fuant to their Principles has been their Prac* 

uk ; foF froin .iha begifUMAg.of . their Em- 
piratd thi» day, they mva tQl«r%ted varionii^ 

Sefts, and particularly Cbriftians (upon the 
terms of. payiog.a fcnall Tribu^) t^tiiqd^ 
Cbriftians efteem their PropboT Mlinp^ft^^iV 
and would infallibly extirpate with Fire and^ 
Sw9rd their prefent Protedors, if the Gm-v 
pjrc Wfl» ki their hands. The Peace of tb(( 
Turkifb Empire is fo perfeft (in refpeQ to 
Ali^weeiiunong Chriftians> by virtue of 
^ Charity and Toleration which prevail 
among them, that our Pious BiQaop TAy-. 
LOR fays, ^ Hs eould mt but expecf thdf 
God would enlarge the Bounds of the Turkiib 
Umfitt^ or Jome m4j or other pttmjb CbrifiUns 
fy tufim of $biir prtitmim diffutiug 

thhgs unneceffary^ undeterminable and unfrOf 
fitabUy and for their hating and ferfifufipg.^ 
Pkeir ^Bretbrm, which fboaid hi as deff $0 
them as their own Lives, for not confenting td 
oite aiMhtr^s FoUjs and fenflefs Fanitjs, So 
that it is evident Matter of Fad, that a R09 
jlraint ufon Thinking is the caufe of all the 
Confufion which is pretended to arife frooi 
Piverfity of Opinions, and that Lihrty of 
Thinking is the Remedy for all the Difory 
ders which are prttcoded to arife from Diver- 
fity of Opinions, 

* fj^iftle Ded. to Liberty of Propherying. 

9 1 
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♦ ' 

J JA. I T is objeacd, That if Frn^Thwh 
, ing ie sBam^d^ f$ it fcff^U fim Me» .may 
tbi»k themfehes into Atheifm ; whi$h u efium^d 
the greateH of dU EvUs im Gomrmmm. To 
which 1 aofwer, 

• * « 

1. MY Lord Bacon fBiysy ^ The €m^ 
femplgtive Atheift it rgre : But many Di- 
vines maintain that there never was a real 
jbhttSt 10 ihe world. And fiaoe the Matter 

* of Faft is fo uncertain as to be made a Pro* 
hbm^ there needs no provifioo a^infl fuch 
a Mmtfitr. 

2. IF there. is any fuch tdJtt Monfin 
an MhiiH^ David has given us bk Cha- 
rafter in thefe words Iht Fool hsth Jsidin 

rui.i4«i* hit htmtt^ then it no GoA \ that is, no one de» 
' iiies the Exiftence of a God but fome idle/ 
unthinking, fhallow Fellow, And Mr, 
HoBB£S fays, f ThAt thej who sn^Afi^ 
-hkol inffe£iwg theFejfels of Generation, and 
Nutrition, and not thtnk them made for their 
ftverd Ends an underftgnding Being, ought 
$0 he efleem^d deftitnte of Vnderfianding them- 

\ felves. And my Lord Bacoi^ further ju^ 

* 

' ' ' 

* Effays, p. 91, ^to, 

t Qui fi machinas omnes turn Generationis, turn Nu- 
tritionis fatis perfpexennt, ncc tamcn eas a mentc aliqu^ 
conditas ordinataTque ad fuaquafque officia vidcrint ipfi 
profcfto fiae mentc cffc ccnfcndi Tunt. Dc Hmm' c. i 
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dicioufly remarks, * That a little Philofo- 
phy imlinetb > mm Minds ta Atheifm^ bur . 
Depth in Philofophy bringeth mens Minds about' 
to Religion. Aod his Obfervation is conf 
firm'd by Exfierience. For in ignorant Po« 
pifli Countrys, where Free-Thinking pafTes 
for a Crime, Athtijm mofl: abounds; for 
Free^Tbinking being banifb'd, it remains 
only for Men to take up their Religion upon 
truft from the Prieft ; which being fuch a 
}«ft upon all things facrol, by imking the 
Truths of God to depend on the various 
and contradidory Whicnfys of interefled 
and fallible Men ; half-witted and unthink-^ 
ing People, who can eafily fee through this, / 
conclude ail alike the Prieft fays. So that 
Ignorance is the foundation of Atheijm^ and 
free-Thinking ih^OxcQoi it. And thustho 
it ihoukl be allow'd, that fome Men by( 
Free-Thinking may become Atbeifts^ yet they 
will ever be tewer in number ii Free-Think^ 
ing were pemftttcd, thaq if it were re* 
ftrainM. 

J. BUT fuppofing that FreeyThinking 
will produce a great number of Atheijls ; 
yet it is certain ^^^9^ can never be fo nume-* 
rous where Fru'Tbinking is allowM, as the 
Superfiitious and Entbufiafls will be, it Free^ 
Thinking were reftraio'd. And if cbefe lat- 
ter are equally or more mifcbievous to So* 



♦ Effays, f . pq. . • . • 

' fiet^ 
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ckty than the former, theo it is better tpb 
alkxw of .Fne'^'SbMMg, tho it (bould ia^ 
crc»fc the ounibcr of Jkheifis^ ^tbaii by a 

Rejlraint of Free^Thinkiftg to increafe the. 
number of fuperjlitious Peof^ and Ej^il^h. 
fisfts. Nim ^ EMtlmfufis and fufafiitiom 
Peofle are more mifchievoos to Society, I 
wiU. prove to youio the judickwilciiwte 
of iwo Mfln of great i^ithpo^^^ i ui^r 

MY Lord Gacon Oiyv, ^ 

/tfit'i/^j 4 iWiW to Sinfcy to fhilofofhyy to mh 
turd Piety ^ toLa0S^ to Refutation ; aUwkkk 
mgfbff Glides tarn omm^d mu^Mi yif/uey tka 
Religion were not : But Superfiition difmounts 
sU thefe, and ereUnk an dfoktte Monarchy in 
tbi Minds (f Man. Tkafrfdf^ Mbaifin did 
never ferturb States ; for it maketb Men warj 
tbemfelvis^ as looking no futtbar : snd m 
fee the Times imlisfd to Jtbg^m (as the Times 
of Augustus Cjesar) mre civil Times. 
But Superftitian batb ban ^ Confufion of 
many States andbringetb in a new Primum 
Mobile thAt ravijbetb all (be Spheres of Go^ 
wrtsment^ 



Dr. H I c K E s fays, ± If the AtheiB does 
Eifil becauft be believes not^ tbe EntbufioB will 

upon a thoujand occafwns believe he may do Evil. 
If tbe one fiicks at no means^ tbo never fk 



* Effays, p. 96. 
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mckedy the other thinks the Qoodffefs of the 

Bftd Mfimcffjthe mfi Meed Memi, It^ 

i^Woti, fhijf ieffh mOt d CMt df Religion for 
CovetoufnejSj Atnhition and. Cruelty : They mil 
b^h 4yi^ ^atdif^ fol^ i^d fthU. fdf^^ b&tf 
Church dfid Rdi^idn y a^d there never yet xvas 
M]f HolfLeAgae^ Coven Ant, or Affociation^ 
kgifh» €ii^rf o^ RebiUim,^ eMdif tik k^ly Fr#^ 
tend of ReUgion, wherdp^the Ringleaders tper^ 
not Atheifisor EnthufiA^s : s»d of the two i$ 
* hia^dio tet t$kkh h4tb done mdft mifchief 
AnjKjngdom. But the Enthufiafi makes th§ 
mart taking dMd pUitJihU Hjfdcfiieef fbetm ; 
he 'cdtt jhnei^nMi: im^ TearSy and ntire natu^ 
rallj counterfeit the fpimual Man among the 
Pe0fley atld trdnsform him/elf mth 4 better 
grdce int0 m Angel of Lights > ' ^ " v. : ^ 

^thly. I T is objcaed, That the Priefis are 
fet afart to think freely for the Ldity, and are 
to be relfd on^ as Lawyers^ Phyftcians^ &c. ara 

intbeir feveral Faenltjt. To tbt& 1 anfwer^ 

- I. THAT no Man is excluded from 
ftudying Law or Fbv(ick^ becatlfe there are 

feveral ot thofe Profeffions, nor from fol- 
lowioghisowa Judgmeoc when he is fic^ 
or ill Law; nor is thbre any reafon why a 
Man, who is notaDo£ior in PhyHck or a 
-Serjeant at LaWf may not under (land as 
much Law and Phyfick as either of them, 
la like manner, the fecting Men apart for 
the Study of D&viaityi does not exclude 

4. others 
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others from the Study of Divinity, nor from 
following their Judgmeot aix>ut a Point in. 
Divinity, nor fitmi Koowiog as much Divi* 
nity as any Doftor in Divinity. And by 
coafequence there is no oeceflity to rely oa 
any Man's Judgment, eiclier in Law, Phyi>* 
fick, or Divinity. And this puts me in 
mind of a Failage in Mr. L£ Clekq^^ 
late BAUabique Cboifie^ Tom. 25. p. i;o^ 
-4 Gentleman ask^d a Proprietor of Ne Wr Jerfey 
im America (where there are few Inhabir. 
tants befides Quakers) Whither they hdd mj 
Lavfjers among them? Ihen^ Whether they 
bsdmyFhyfmMmi 4»dUftly, Whether they 
had any Friefis ? To att which the Proprietor 
Mfwr^d in order^ JSIo. O happy Country \ 
replies the GentUmsn, That muft be aPa^ 
r^ife ! 

d. BUT fuppofing that the Bqlk of 

Mankind areobligM in matters of Law and 
Phyfick to rely on fome one in tbofe Frq« 
feffions, the Parallel will not hold from Law 
and Phyfick to Divinity, and the Cafes are 
difterent in thefe fqUowing refpeds. 

(i,) WHEN I thro Unskilfulnefs ip 
Law or Phyfick rely on. fome Lawyer or 

Phyfician, I am by no means under an Ob- 
ligation implicitly to believe the Principles 
. or Opinions upon which the one prefcribes 

or the other afts, or fo much as to know any 

(bing in nature ^boi^t them, Thf Phyfigi^ 
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may cure me of a Diflomper^ and the Law« 

yer may get me my Right, let my Igno- 
rance in either Frofeflion be ever ib great : 
Thefe are matters which can be tranfa6led by 
a Deputy. Whereas in matters of Divinity 
<l am obliged to believe' certain Opioions my 
felf^ and can defute no Man to believe for 
me ; nor will any Man's Belief fave me^ ex- 
cept my own. So that it is my Duty to 
think for my feif in matters of Religion, 
and I am at liberty whether I wiii fludy 
-Law or Pbyfick. 

(2O PRIESTS havenointerefl: to lead 
me to true Opinions, but only to the Opinions 
they have lifted themfelves to profefs, and 
for the moft part into miflaken Opjuiioos : 
For it is manifeft that all Priefts, except the 
Orthodox, are hir'd to lead Men into Mif- 
. takes. Whereas there are no Lawyers nor 
Phyficians fet apart and hir'd to defend miA 
taken Opinions in thofe Profeflions. And 
their Incereft, as to Suoxft, is the fame with 
their Clients and Patients ; but the Priefts 
Intereft is moftly di&rentfrom tbat^of the 
Luify. A Ldjmdff wants to know the 
Truth, and the Priefi delires to have him of 
his Opinion. 

r?) PRIESTS are not fet apart to 
iludy Divinity, as Lawyers and Phyficians 
are to ftudy Law and Pbyfick. The Priefts 
do not ftudy Divinity properly fu caird, 

but 
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h\A onlf how ; to mmt£ m a jcerttin SyArai 

of Divinity. Thus the Pofiflj^ Mahomet a^^ 
lAif^rm, Md Pnskf$irid» ftkAs^ Aydfr 
their feveral Syftems. Whereas Phyficians 
are not tykldowxito Hippocrates, or 
<jai.£«, fAKA^ELSuSf ibiicluive aD 
Nature and aD Mens Obfervations before 
«hem, without any OUig^aio fabfi:ribe 
implicitly to My one : bor haw (Awyess 
any Rule, but the Law it felf which lies 
Jbetbre ^od, which the]^ are at liberty to in- 
terpret according to its real Senfe, being 
bound by no Articles or Subfcriptions to in- 
terpret it oc^MTite. ' 

(4.) IF I die thro the Conduft of a Phy- 
jficiaa, or lofe-my Rigiu by the Condu£l of . ^ 
my Lawyer, that is the worft which can be- 
ialaie; but if Ltuift to a Pried who is in 
the wrong) I am fuppos^d to be eteroBlly 
damnM. 

}. BUT ihirdly I aofwcr, That fuppo- 

ling the Cafes are parallel, no Benefit will 
follow to any Set of Pdefts in particular, 
««ior will there be any prevemioo of X>i«er- - 
fity ot Opinions, or of any other of thofe 
Evils which Free-Thinking is fuppos^d to pro- 
duce. For if the Cafes are' parallel, then 
.Men may cbufe their own Priefts, as they 
chufe their own Lawyers and PhyGciaas. 
And if fo, then one Man will chufe Wil- 
liam P£MK^ .anotiier Da^i£l Bujl- 

G£SS| 
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GESS^ a. third Dn Swift or Dn At* 
l*lsiiB aiL Y, and 'to on. And if tfaey may 
chufe Priefts of different Opinions, why 
may they not. as well think for themfelves ? 
finci k is im^^iUe for Men by tbioking 
for themfelves to differ in Opinion more . 
from one another, and to hate and perfecute 
one another more'tfaorowly, than tfaey meft 
do upon granting them a liberty to chufe 
jl^fts of different forts, • v . v j* 

l^ f^thfy. IT isobjeSed, That certain Sfec^ 
Nations ("tbo fdlfej gre necejfofy to be imfos^d 
pn Men J in t^mr to affiH the Magiflrgte in fre^ 
ferving the Peace of Societ) : And that it is 
^mfort MS teifonMe finksehe Men into Ofi* 
ithns for their mn Good^ as it is in certain 
eafts ' to deceive Children ; and confequently it 
^mufl h Mffnrd to engage Men in thinking on ^ 
Suhjeifs where Error is ufeful and Truth injn* 
rions to them. To which I anfwer. 

. .- . .. .. V .'t ^ ;> , -v . \ 

I. THAT this is an irreligious Obje£lion, 
. and is fo treated by Cicero in the Per- 
fon df C o T T A. Says he^ ^What do jou 

' think of thofe Men, who have /aid that the 
' Opinion of the Exigence of the inmortal Gods 
' W4$ invented bj mfe Men for the fublick Good ; 



* Qiiid ? ii qui dixerunt totam de Diis immortalibus 
opinionem fictani elTc ab hominibus lapicii:ibus Rcipub- 
licaecaufa, ut quos ratio non movet, eosad oHicium Re- 
ligio duceret, nonne umnem rcii^ionem funditus Tultulc* 
runt ? Vc HatkTa Dm, 1. 1. 

that 



Ly Google 



% A DISCOURS E 

th4» thff wba maid mt be p>vir9i?d Rei^y 

might be infiuenc*d bj Religion to do their Du^ 

tj f Hwi tM th^ dtfirtgfjdsll ReUgioM f 

If » 

2. I WILL grant the Reafoning CQO- 
taioM ia the OkjeSiom to be founded on a 
juft Principle, viz. That the Good of So- 
ciety is the RuU of whatever is to be allow'4 
or reftrainM ; and I will likewife grant, 
that if Errors are ufeful to human Society, 
they ought to be imposed : and confequently 
I muft allow the Inference, Tbgt Tkutking 

ought to be reftraifPd. But then I affiroi. 
That the Rule is as faljlj as it is kreligioufy 
apply'd, and that both Experience and Rea« 
fon demonftrate the Imfofition of Specula- 
tionsi whether true or Ulfe^ to be fo £^r \ 
from being a Benefit, that it has been and 
muft be the greateil Mifchief that has evcF 
befel 6r can befal Mankind* 

(i.) Luft, Covetoufnefsy Revenge, and 
Ambition have in all Ages more orjefa 
plagued the World, and been thcSc^urce of 
great Diforders. But Ks^l to impofe Spe- 
culations has not only had - the fame efieds 
in common with thofe Paflions, but has 
carryM Men to a pitch of WickedneCi, 
which otherwife Eye bad not feen^ nor Ear 
heardj nor had enter'^d i^to the Heart of 
Man to conceive. For what antient ormo- 
. dern Hiftory can parallel the Brutaiuy of 
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^ Rel^Uns Zealots What, the numerous 
MaflacreSy Defolations^ and Murders for 
Religion, in particular the Maflacres of 
France and Ireland^ and the Defolations and 
Murders comfiiitted by the S^Mmards in the 
Wefi'lndies ? What, the complicated Wic* 
kednefs and Cruelty of our Engiifi ^^^Vf 
whom, as t Bi(hop Taylou tells us^ 

Henry the Fourth^ hecaufe he ufurfd the 
Crowny was willing by all means to endear h 
nmrdering Heretkks, that jo he might be, 
fure of them to all his furpofes ? And what, 
that fteSdy laftiog Machine of Slavery, Vil- 
lany and Cruelty, the Tribunal of the In* 
quifition ? The tnoft irregular of our other 
i^affioDS decay with Time, and their mi& 
chievous Efl^fib are reftrainM by good Senfe 
and human Policy ; and we have fome Paf- 
(kxis ui tis, fuch as Fity, Good-Nature and 
Humanity, which help to preferve a tolera- 
ble Ballance in the human Machine. But 
Relighm Zjal gathers firength with Time, 
bears down common Senfe and Policy, leaps 
the bounds of natural Humanity, and van-* 
quilhes all the tender Paffioos. Wherefore 
that excellent Prelate, Archbifhop Til- 
JLOTSON, very juftly obferves, | That 
m& be hard to determim bom many Degrees of 

\ 

^ NuOasinfeftas hominibosbeftias, ut faat fibi ferales 
plerique Cbriftianofaa^ exgectns. Amman. MarccB. 
p. 302. Bd, Vakfa* 

t £pift. Ded. hffm Liberty of PropbcTying. 

I SeriDOiia^ 3* P* 
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Innocenc) MdGood'NAture^ or of Coldnefs/mi 
Jndifereney in Religion^ sre neceffary to dwr* 
hdlarjce the Fury of a blind Zjal ; fince feveral 
Zealots had been excellent Mm^ if their Re*- ^ 
ligion had not hindered them^ if tke- DoBrittes 
and Principles of their Church had not ^rr- 
verted and ffoiPd their natural Diffo fit ions. 

(2.) THE great Charge of fupporting 
fuch numbers of Men as are aeceflary to 
maintain Impofitions, is a Burden upon So-, 
ciety which was never felt on any oyier oc- 
cafion. For I fuppofe it will he allowed 
me, that the Revenues belonging to the 
Orders of, Pr/>/?i, MonkSj 2ind Frjars in Po* 
fifb Country are a greater Tax on the Sub- 
jcft, and have introduce a greater degree * 
of Poverty, than has ever been felt Irom 
any Lay-Tyrants or Conquerors : for the 
latter have been contented with temporary 
Plunder only, without concerning themfelves 
how to find out ways to make Mankind 
jBcggars for ever. The Charge alone there- * 
fore of fupporting luch a number of Ec^le- • 
fiafticks, isa greac Evil tc Society, tho it 
iliould be fupposM the Eccleftafiicks them- 
felves were employM in the oioft innocent 
manner imaginable, wz. in mere ming and 
drinking. - . 

J. IN anfwerto the Objection I affirm. 
That the Peace and Order of human So- 
ciety depending upon, or ratbo- oonKifiing in 

• * the 
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ih^Vt^JQ^ pf moral Ducys-^ if you imppi^ 
thing on Mankind but what is moral, 
the Zeal to perform that muft of courfe 
absite M^ns Zeal in (be Fraftice of moral 
Dutys, and iooafequegtly prejudice the Peace 
of Society... • 

. (i.) FOR, extending of Z^dl to other 
X)bje^* i}efide$ Morality, muft take off a 
.FQi«Mfl .of '0UrZc»l for th^ JPradice of Mfih 

rality. ; - ' • .n : ; 

• <2.) SINGE Mankind can never be 

perfefl: in the performance of their Duty, 

tbey will ever chufe to be pundual in th^c 
t^bieh is eadeft to be done : and therefcN^e 
r%i you impofe any Speculations on Meo, 
' tbey mMmt Smk in their Ksd for them, and 

l«ive a proportionable (hare of Morality 

undone* 

v. 

• , ' ■ 

(j.) IT is matter of daily experience, 
.that Z^eal for impofing Speculations does de- 1 
ftroy the Pra^ice of Movalify ; and eve^y 
Religious Sed gives us a proof of it. For 
is it not obvious, that if you contend ear- 
. neftly for the DoSrines of your Seft, and 
againft the Doftrinesof all other Sefts ; and 
in particular, if you are zealous for the In- 
dependent Power of the Fried, his fole Right 
to preach, and his Power to damn or favc 
at his pkafurc : you (hall be fo far indulg'd 
in Vice and Wickednefs, as to have it con- 

H 2 ' ceal'd 
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ctaPd if poffibic, and if mtde pahlkky to 
' have it colour'd over with the moft charita- 
ble Coaftru£kion imaginable ? Whereas^ if 
you are agaioft PndefimMiiom in StaiUnd, or 
TfAnfubJlAntidtion in France^ or againft the 
Power of cbePriefi: io either Country, you 
ftall be reprefeoted as the oio^ ioramous. 
Wretch (tho they have no particular Immo- 
rality CO charge upon you) and all your in* 
flocent or virtuous Adions £ball be conlboed 
after the moft uncharitable manner. 

FURTHER^ Are not the Streets of 

the City of London (like thofe of Rome^ 
ViTk^ or Venici) full of common Whorea, 
who are in efied publickly tolerated in 
their Wickedrefs ? And are not the Men 
who have dealings with them free from all 
Punifbmenr, and almoft from Cenfure ? 
And yet few or no Complaints are made, of 
this Wickednefs in the open ftreets, either 
from the FnlfU or the Pire/}. But if any 
man aflerts that a, Lyman may ffrinkle Wa* 
ter in a QhU£s Face^ or make a Difcourfe in 
publick upon a Text of Scripture ; the Prefs 
rings with the Crime, and Dr. S a c h e v e- 
Si EL cries out from the Pulpir» ^ That the 
Hnglifli Fanatickf wio fets up Laj-Eider's is 
' tlu greateji Monjler upon emh^ * 



* A/r.zs-Scrmon at Oxford^ Anno 1704. 
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BESIDES^ they whohave.m ifltereft 
10 enlarge their Sefi and keep it united, 
know that nothing tends fo much to its 
ireafe And Vnion^ a$ the Toleration of Vkc 
and WickedneTs to as great a degree as 
they can conveniently; tor by that means 
they are fure to engage all the R^ttis. 
and Viems (and by oonfequeoce the Foals^ 
who will ever be led by them) in their 
Party. And therefore wherever thePowei; 

i'^of the Prieft is at the height, they proceed 
fo far in the encouragement of Wickednefs, 
as to make all Churches SmShotjs or Plms 
fif Proie&um. Pope Pius V, confefsM 
this Secret of fuf for ting a Churchy whenj> 

' vpoo hearing that the Proteftants were in 
barneft zg2^n^ Adultery and FarnicMiiony he 
faid, ^ If thej will not allow of Juch kind of 
fport in their Religion^ it mil never be of My 
%ng duration. And this Secret was early put 
in pradice with fuccefs; lor Zozimus 
tells usy t That Constaktine th^ 



* Non fi chiava in qaefia ReligiiHie> nba dnrera. 

' Cotffef.Cath. de Sancy, liv. i. c. i. 

H J GrcAt^ 
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Gredt^ after he had emmitted fuch horrible 
ViBinys which the Pagan Priefts told him mre 
not to he expUted in their Religion^ being afi 
fur'd b) an Egyptian (* Bi(bopi that there , 
ibdt no FiBanj Jo greaty bat was to be exfiMed 
by the Sacrar^ients of the Chrifiian Religion^ , 
embraced the new Imfiety (fo Zozimus im- 
pidufly calls the ChriAian Religion) and 

(Quitted the Religion of his Jncejt^rs. And 

this Converfioo of the Empc^rur Co^^** 
sTANTiNB gave occafion to Julian 
to fatyrize chas our Holy Reiigion : \ Who^ 
ever, fays he,, is guilt j of Rapes y Murder Sy 
^ SaCfilegey or\ any other abominable Crime ^ Itt * 

' him he wafh^d with Water ^ and he mil become 
fare and holj : and if he rdaffes into the fame 
Imfiety^ he will again become fur e and holjy ^ 

bj thumping his Breast and beating his Head. 

6thly. IT isobjcaed, That FreeJTbinkers 

themfelves are the moH infamous^ wicked, and 
jenjkfs of aU Mankind. 

THIS Objeaionof Wickednefs and Ig- 
norance is made by aU Se3s one againft 
another, and ferves to keep the feveral Herds 

and Folds ol Men united together, and .a- 

* Les Cefars de Julien par Spanheim, 309. 

ITO ,5ttppcwj', knrt'pdLVu^ }^ olvtIv T«T«y tbJ vJccti A.«(rct^, ctviiKA * 
KA^a^r KAv ^AKiv hc^i tc/< avtcI^ j^VeJct/, Jh>ata to 

gainft 
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gainft one another. And tho in reality Mea 
of all Se£ls are nnuch alike M coSenfc^ where 
Literature equally prevails, and every where 
the fanae as to their.Liv^ and Converfations 
(as is obvious to any indiffereot Perfon) 
yet thro fuch Speftacles do Men fee the De- 
feas of others, fo partial ate they to them- 
felves, fo ready to believe ill Reports of 
thofe with whom they have any difference 
in Opinion, and to believe good of thofe 
With whom they agree in Opinion ^ fo apt ' 
to put an ill Conftruftion on any AQions ot 
the former, and a goodooeon any.A^ons 
of the latter ; that nothing but the moft ta-, 
miliar Intercourfe imagipable can make Men, 
who are goverta'd by one fort of rnelts, 
think they are like thofe in Underftandmg 
and Morals who are govern'd by another 
fort. But this Objedion, as it is urg'd a- 
cainft Free-Thinkers, is ftill with more diffi- 
culty to be remov'd by them ; becaule they 
who have Leifure, Application,' Abihty and 
Courage to think freely, are fo few in number 
in refpedof any other Sea, that they muft - 
be le(s able by Converfatiod in the World 
toanfwer an Objeaion againft themfelves, 
fo early planted in Mens Miods, and fo 
carefully cultivated. However, I thmk it 
may be much eafier anfwer'd upon Pifer^ 
and may be fliown to be more uojmtly 
ure'd aeainft free- Thinkers, than againft any 
other fort of Men whatfoever. In ^nfwcf 
,0 it .hereto, I obf«v., ^^^^^^ 
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I, THAT Men wboufe their Under, 
(hindings, muft have more Senfe than they 
who ufe them not ; and this I take to be 
feU-«vident. And as to the other part * 
the Objeftion, I aflert, 7 hat Free-Thinkers 
XTiM^, as fucb, be the mod virtuous Ferfons 
every where. i • . 

(i.) BECAUSE if any Man prefumes 
to think for bimfeJf, and in amfequence <A 
that departs from the Sentiments of iHt 
Herd of Mankind among whom he Jives 
heisfure to draw upon himfelf the Airhole 
Malice of the Prieft, and of all who believe 
in him, or who hope to make their Fortune 
by pretending to believe in him (whkhinuft t 
m tourfe be 999 of 1000) and can have 
no Credit but what his Virtut, io fpite of. 
his Eoemysy neceflarily procures for him. 
Whereas any frofligate Fellow is fure of Cre. 
dir. Countenance and Support, in any Seft 
or Party whatfoever, tbo he has no other 
quality to recommend him than the worft of 
all Vices, a Uind Zjtl to bit Se£t or Pdrtj, 
The Fret-Thmker therefore Is for his own 
fake in this World oblig'd to be^virtaout 
and honeft j but the Bigot is under no fuch 
ObJigation ; and befides, has the temptation 
to become a Knave, becaufe fo many mtk 
People of all Pjrtjn arc ready to put their 
confidence in him purely for lus,Bigotiy. 

(2.) BE. 

»- 

» 
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(2.) BECAUSE whoever applies him» 
felf CO aoy A^ion^ much more to fue* 
Thinking (which requires great Diligence 
and Application of Mind) muft by that 
Habit expel all thofe vicious Difpofitions 
and Fa (lions, by which every Man out of 
adion is tofsM and govern'd, 

( J.) B E S I D E S, by much Thinking 
only, are Men able to comprehend in their 
minds the whole cdmpafs of human life, 
and thereby to demonftrate to themfelves, 
that Mifery and Unhappinefs attend the 
Pra£fcice of Vice, and Pleafure and Hap- 
pincfs the Praftice of Virtue, in this Life ; 
and that to live flenfantlj^ they mud live 
wrtuanfijf. ^ Pdr who) fays CicerO, 

lives pleafamly, except him who delights in his 
Dutj^ and h/0 well confider^d and fettled his 
mMmner of Life ; M9ti who ohtys the Laws not 
out of Fear, hut obferves and regards them 
hecaufe he judges it the beH thing he can do ? 
Whereas we fee by experience, that moft 
Men, for want of confidering the whole 
compafs of human Life, miftake their owi) 
Happinefs, and think it wholly confifts in 



* Quis igitur vivit, ut vult, nifi qui gaudct officio, 
cui Vivendi via confiderata acque provifa eft ^ qui legi- 
busnon propter metum paret, fed cas fequitur atqiie co- 
lit, quia id maximc falutajre cffc judicac ? Cicmnii 
Oi>sra, Gron, 4170, 
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gratifying their prefect Paifioos and Inclina- 
tions : And accordingly are very litdemov'd 
evepf by their Belief of future Happinefs and 
Mifery to become virtuous^ while they are ^ 
N under fuch a iniftake* And thus of courfe 

• all unthinking Peofle are viciowy unlefs they 

arc prevented by tbone nAturxl Defeat or Im- ^ 
fedimei§t, or ar< p9taral by the Goodnefs of 

• their natural Temper. Cicero admira- - 
biy defaibes . the Effeds of this wrong i 
Judgment about the Rule of Morality. Says 

he, * Whoever places Happinefs in any thing 
tefidis Vir$$iey and judges of Happimefs iy kk 
prefent Interefi and Advantage^ and not by 
the Rules of Honejlj, or what is good upon 
the whole y if he tt consent with kimfelf, 
and is not carry*d away with his own good na^ 
turd DifpofitiQUy can neither he friendly ^ nor 
equitahUj nor pneronu No man csn he conrsm 

geouSy who takes Vain to he the greatefl Evil j 
nor he moderate in the enyoyrfient of PUafnn^ 
who takes tbdt to, he tie greatefi Good. . , 

2. I ANSWER, That tho there has 
hardly ever been a Country where the PrieAs 



« 

^ Qai fumnitim bohum inftituit ut nihil habeat cum 
vircuteconjundum, iique fuis commodis non honeftace 
meticor ; hie li tibi ipfe eonlentiat & noa lAterdum bo* 
nitace naturae vincaturs^ neque amicitiam colere poffit, 
nec juftitiam, nec liberalitatem : fords vero, dolorem - ' 
fummum malum mdicans ; aut temperans voloptatcm 
rummum bonum tratuens, effe cert^ naUo modo noteft. 

have 
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bSve beenfo few ia nomber, or have had 
fo little credit, or where Superftition has 
beea at ib low ao ebb, as not to 4raw fomtf 
Inconveniences on Men for thinking freely ; 
and by confequence, many Fm-Thinken 
have either fallen in Witb the; reigning Sq« 
pfcrftltion of their Country, or fufFer'd it 
quietly to take its courfe, ibrefeeing how 
Hitle good wks-robe dbno on fo knavifli and 
ignorant a Creature as Man, and how much 
inifchief was/tobe expeded from him : yet 
they who liave beeb tnoft diftinguifh'd in 
all Ages for their Underftanding and Virtue, 
have been frff-TA/>?i:tfr/. 

(i.) Socrates, the divineft Man that 
ever appear M in the Heathen World, and to 
Whofe Virtue and Wifdotn all Ages (ince 
have done juflice, was a verv great Free- 
thinker. He dotvonly disbelieved ihtGods 
of his Country, and the common Creedis 
about them, and declar'^d hu Dijiike^ when 
he heard Men attribute ^ RefetHMe9^ ^^g^^y 
and other Paffiom to the Gpds, and talk of 
Wats and BaUels in Heaven^ and of the Gods 
gittingWjomn mth Chiid^ md fuch^ike fa* 
bulous and blafphemous Storys: but ob-^ 
tainM a >u(l Notion of the Nature and At- 
. tributes of God, exaftly agreeable to that 
which we have receiv'd by Divine Revela- 
tion, and became a true Chrijlian (i£ it be 



i f tatoais fiuthvphro. p. 6. vol, u Ed« Serrani. 
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albwM that the Primitive Fathers under- 
ftood what true Chriftianity was:) For 
Justin Martyr cells us^ ^ T^^^,. 
Christ, the firjl-begotten of God^ u no^ 
thing eife but Reafon, of wbicb dU Maftkmd, 
sre Ifsrtikers ; Md tba whoever Iwe hj Rca« 
fon, the tbej are efteenfd Atheijls and Wor^ 
Jbtfpers of ao God^ are Cbrifiiaas : and that 
fttttt were Socrates^ smi the like. la 
like manner, Erasmus in his Colloe[uys 
comparing Socrates and the generality 
of Chriftians together^ gives the prdbence • 
to Socrates in point of ChriJUanity. 
Says he, f There is nothing muld more be*^ 
fome a Cbriftian, thorn what Socrates 
faid to C R I T o a little before he drank his 
foi/onous Draught ; Whether God will ap: 
prove of tte A£lioos of oiy Life, I know 
not : I have truly done my beft endea- 
vours to pleafe tum ; and have good 
hopes he will accdjpt of tbem.^^ Thie it s 
wonderful Thought in a Man who knew not 
Christ and the Holj Scriptures And 

whe» 



t Mihil aptiosquadret in homioem vere Chriftianiin^ 
quain quod ftoates panlo poft bibitum cicuum^ dixit 
Critoni An ipera, itiquit^ noflra fitfrobatunu Dew^ nefch. 
Cirtk fidntoconati fliams^ utiUlplaceremuu EM nibi tamu 
hwa /pesy quod iffe conatus mflm fa btni confulturks. Mi- 
Tandus profedo Animus in eo qui Chriftum & facras 
Scripturas non noTCxati Proinde qnum luijufinodi teg/H 
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Vfbtn Iresd fmb things him^ I €M bsfdfy 
forbear crying out^ SanSe ^ocratbs, 
ora pro nobis. But how fneakingly have I 
fiem feviral, Cbrifiians. die ! Some of then$ 
tely on wba$ it to be relfd m$ : Otbere 
breathe out their laft in defpair, on the account 
of tbeir omn fVickednefs and the Scruples with 
which their beads mte fiPd by tbeir ignorant 
Priefts. And it is no mnder they {bould die 
after tlsismaasmr^ vtbo fpend ^eir whole Livos 
only in dijputing about and fraBifing of Qi* 
.remotes. . v - 

Socrates could not be fuppos'd to 
have made Notions, or Speculations^ or 
•Myfterys, any parts of his Adigion, when 

he ^ demonjirated all Men to be Fools who trou'^ 
bled tbemfelves with Inquirys into Heavenly 
"Hfings, and Msk^d fuch Inquirers mbetber they 
had attained a perfe^ Kpowledg of Human 
^^gh fitM the) jearch^d into Heofvenly 



vix raihi tempero, quin dicam, Sanile Socrates^ ora lira 

mbis\ At ego quot vidi.Chriftianos, quam frigide mo- 

rientes 1 (^uidam fiduatin iis rebus, quibus non eft fi- 
, dendam: quidam ob conrcient^m fcelerum & fcrupulos 
quibns indofti quidam obftrepant morituro, pene defpe* 
rantes ethalanc animam*— — -••Nep murum eos (ic niori, 
qui per omnem fitam.tantttm philofophati funt in Cere- 
moniis, &c. Opera^ vol. u p* 683* 

cmrivnu iyivTAi ta 'o^TnmTA t^tI^w* Xenophoiltit 
Opera. Ed, Far, t.iiQ* 

. . - things i 
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things ; or if they could think themfelves wift 
in 0egiiifi0g that, jmbieb comifM^ fim^ t&om- 
flay ihemfel^siiii thg^ i»bUh wai above their 
kl^fAcity to ufderJlMd. -..'v^u-J ^ v . 

^ . LAST LY, As a ftrrtfier Evidence of his 
Free-^Thinki^gy So c hatm^ bad (be com- 

fed in his life-time for an Jtheifi (tho the 
God Apollo!) by bisOr^riSr declap'd biin 
-the wifeft-Mdn ufm' imbJ^ tnA at length 
fuffer'd that Punifliment for Free-Thinkings 
which Knavery and Folly, whenever they 
ilre^airitr^i* to^adcKipiKh, and are'wdl con- 
federated togfSher, arc ever ready to inflicl 
on all chofe who^have tlie Hoodly ^nd Cov- 
tafite focndeavboa loioikan * ' 



<3.) Pi/ATo feeing the FaM of Sa- 
o n AT E s, ' .was more politick in his Con- 
verfation, and never talk'd publickly agaioft 

God&and ReligiQn of bis. Country ; yet 
he-was no lefs a Free^Thinker^ and thought 
himfelf into Notions fo contrary to thofe^ 
which were . receiv'd oc. known' in Qrem^ 

; that fome Chriftians have fupposM him to 
be divinely infpir'd; and others, to have 
read the Books of the Old Teftament. He 
has fo many PafTages in his Writings fo 

. agreeable to the Truths of the Gofpel, that ' 
*Celsus, the great Advcrfary of Chrif- 

f Origen. co&Cra CelC t. 

tianity, 

m 



o/ Free-Thinking^ i 

tiaoity, diarges mt 'BleJfed Lard himfelf 

' with borrowing his DoHrine from Plato. 
Or I GEN indeed very well defends oar 
Blejjei Lard from C K L s u Charge, by 
faying, That C e l s u s deferves to be UuglPd 
st^ whet$ be 4^rms Jesus bud redd JfhA^* 
TO ; wBoiPOf^ lays-he^ bred and bcrn mong 
the Jews, and was fo far from having been 
taught Greek Letters^ that be was n&t tanght 
Hebrew Letters^ as the Scriptttres tefiify. 
But he is fo far from difowning an Agree- 
ment between P/4/t7ii^ and Cbriftmnityj 
that a great part of his Book agaln/l C e l- 
sus confifts in ihowing the Conformity 
between them; Like wife A^tBi^rus, a 
Heathen Platonifij who flourifh'd in the 
third Century, upon readipg the firft Verfes 
of St. John Htbe Evangelijl^ crfd out, 
^ Bj Jove this Barbarian is of our Majler 
PlAtjoV Opinion! Moreover, the great 
Confornrity between F/ii^Mir/^ and Cbriftia^ 
nity made many Flatonifts become Chrifitans^ 
and many of tho, Brmitive Chrijiiaas become 
Platonifls ; and * wa!» the caufe that feveral 
of P L A T o's Notions became fundamental 



♦ T/f cThk div^ Kttl fJLiT^lUf ^<^mV rOlf T^ety^itffj JifVA~ 
Ki^Tvy )«X*Vct7, otKiSii'V 071 (o *laJjJoii 

^ytj'Mfxirc^ Kttl e^vAjiQfAiJLiApGfy Kdu m^i (/.iuA^lv/My k 

yiOVQV 'EAAHfWK, fltAA* ki't TA '^f6odt,iuv^ C7n'> KAi Al 

' ttivA' Ibid. 

f Per Jovem barbaras ifte cum noAro Placone fenrtt, 
• Mfud Rccyc*/ Apolog^j, in bH DiJ^ert. upn Juftm Martyr. 

. ^ , - . Articles 
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Articles of ChrifiUn Faith ; and gave ground 
CO z^dom Cbriftians to forge feveral cbiog^ 
under ^ l a t o's name, yet more conforaia- 
ble to the Truths of their Holy Religion (as ^ 
for ^ ifl^pce the thirteenth Letter to D i o- 
li Y si OS, printed in- his Works) with 
which, and other of the like nature, they 
ba4 great &icce(s in the CoaycriioQ o£ the 
Heaiheo World. \ 

(j.) Aristotle, to whom the Po* 
pifh Church for many Cfcnturys fnft has 
been no lefs oblig'd for f Articles of 
Fskb^ than the Primitive Church was to 
Plato, during the Life of his Pupil and 
Patron Alexander the Great, read to 
bis Schdars ' the efieds of Free-^Thinking ; i 
but after the death of Alexander, Eu- 
KiMEDON aPrieft accusMhim of Intpiety, 
for II introducing fame Bhilofofhicd Jjfertians 
eontrary to the Relighn of the Athenians. 
And he was forc'd to fteal privately from 
Athens ; from r whence be went to Chalets^ 
giving this reafon to his Friends, Thst he 
left Athens, thst he might not give /^e, Athe- 
nians ocoafton to commit ^gsin the Jime Wic- 



♦ CuimrtVs Intell. Syft. f. 4-2* 
t Senza Ariftotete noi mancavamo'di molti ArticoU 
di Fedcn Tbeteiebrated Saying of Ciin/iii4f/ PaUvicino. 
I Diog. Laert. vita Arift. ^ 

Origen. contra Ccuam, ^ ;i. 

kednefs 

Digitized by GoogI( 



of Free-Thinking* 

keinefs they comwitfed againfi Socrates, 
tb4t they might not he guiltj of 4 doublfi Crim 
ugAwJl Phikfofhj. 

. (^4.) EPICUK.US has in all Ages beea 
diftioguUhM as a great Free-Tbittkerj and not 
lefs as a Mao of Virtue among the Learned ; 
in which lad he feems to have exceeded all 
other Philofophers, For be was not only 
eminent for his * Piety towards his Fdrents^ 
bis K^Himfs to his BretbrMj, his Meeknefs to 
bit ServMts^ his Htthsttitj to sM^ his Love to' 
his Country^ and hisChafiitj^ Temper artcey and 
Irttgtditj ; but for that oiofl: divine of all 
Virtues^ and wherein the greateft Pleafure 
of human Life coniiftsy and of which an ill 
Adao is incapable^ vizr. Friendjbip. He had 
that nohle Quality in fuch perte£tion himfelF, 
and cultivated it fo much in his Followers^ 
-that the Succeflion pf his School continued 
many hundred years after the Succeflion of 
the Schools of all the other Fhilofophers 
faiPd/ without that Fadion and Divifioa 
which was more or lefs in them, and contri*' 
buted to their more early Diffolutioo. Ci- 
cero, tbo a ^reat Adverlary to his phip 
lofophical Opinions, and who in the Per- 
fon of \ CoTTA has thorowly baffled 
his Sjftene of Cksttse, gives him this no- 



* DIog. Lacrt* in vitl Bpicsri. 
• t De mt. Dcor. /• 1. 
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hkTcfkUAdtffj * Thdt Epicurus de^ 

fphich W ifdom can procure towards a happy 
JJfe^ Frietidfijip is the pohlefi^ moft extennve^ ^ 
and detmbm PUafetre. And thia be 'dUiibt, 
onlj affert tnhis Writings^ but gave a pralti*' 
€si prorf of ii in hia Life died Conv^rfaficn. 
tim great a CdMhMiUidllf '¥hii is, apfeaf¥ 
from the rare Injlances of Friendjhipj of tvhicb 
tie Mjtbqlogj of $hi Jnikms^ da wlumuMti 
and full of variety as it is, wiB hardly sfford at 
three from T h e s e u s's time down /t^ O r £ s- 
T £ 8. Bttt Oh ! mboi j nnmsHtotis^ t»bU' INf 

harmonious Company of Friends, did Epi- 
curus croud sn^o his own little Habitation ! 

And $be EpIcUreatl$ foiM0 bis txmtfk M 

this day. --V-^ / >.^s.'.wfr..^i^ 



BUT We Chriftians' ought ftill to hive 

a higher Veneration of Epicurus fot 
this Virtue oi Friendfbip than Cicero: 
Becaiiib even ouf Hclj Rett^idm it felf does 



* Epicvrfs Ita dtcit, Omhm temn^ ad biateinven- 
im [afimha ummafnent^ Ubil effi mgim htmdtia^ mUl ube- 
Ym^ mbii jiumuhm. Neque vero hoc orationc fotum^ fed 
'iDulto magis v'hSl & fa^lis & moribus comprobavit. Quod 
quarn magnum fit, fi^tai vecerum declarant fabnl« ^ in 
quibus tarn mulcis, tamque variis, ab ultimi antiquitate 
repetitis, tria vix amicorum paria reperiuntur, uc ad 
Orcftem pervenias, profcdus a Thefco. At vero Epi- 
curus una in domo, &:ea quidem angufta, quim magnOs, 
quantaqueamoris confpirationc coafcntientcs tenuic ami- 
corum greges! Quod fic eciam nunc ab £pictt£eis« Dc 
fmibus^ ^<fc. 1. 1, ad fincm. ' * 

( 4 not 
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0/FRlLi*THlNKlNG: 

not vay ybae fsrtiMsffy nqaln of us 
Iwa a. high degree of Virtue. For as Bi- 
ihop Taylor in his Treatife of Friemd- 
^//>yery juftlyohferws, *Tke werd Friend. 
IbtfsH the feufe we commonly menn by it, u not 
jo muehds aam'd m the New Teftdtmenti gnd 
ourRelighm tsket ito matiee of it. Tou think 
ti Jtrange ; but read on, before jou Jpend fo 
much as theBegintUtig of 4 or s fVomkr 
»fon tt, Thirt it maetum wudt of Friendftiip 
With the World, and it is faid to he Saauty 
with God i Imt the ward 4e in where e^ 
JfW^ ar/» mfotker furpofe, in all the Nero 
Jymuent. It fpe*ks of Frieods often ; b$a 

% . J *'* ^ JffuthtMce, 9r Mr 
•AW/rfy ikeRe/athw of our Family, or our 
Fortune, or our Self ; fomething of Hoeiety, or 

fi^l'ittg of Kjndtufs there it im To*- 

dtnufs of Affeittiom and Civility, a Relation 
made by Gifts, or by Duty, by Servites and 
Snbjeaum: and I think i have reeJom to he 
confident, that the word Friend is no other- 
wife ufed in the Goffelt, or E^ifiies, or Jits of 
the Afetftltt, 

($.) Plutarch is the moft knowo 
Author of all the Aockots. His Works are 
twnflated into alJ the modern Languages, 
and by confcquence his Learoiog aod Virtue 
difplay'd before the eyes of all that read any 
Books. And tho he was a Heathen Frie/^ 

? Pag- 35- at the end of hk Polemick Works. 

I 2 yet 
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yet be prefovM his Underfiandin^ ft^^ 
and was dot miflcd by die Gab of bia Pro 

feflion into Superfiition, nor fo far engagM 
in tbe Craft ot his Profeffion as to_ conceal 
his Opinion of the Mifchtef thereof. Says 
he, in his Tredtife of Superftition, ^ Atheifm 
krings Men to m Vnconarneinefs and Indtffe^ 
remj of Temfer : fcr the Deftgn of thofe 
deny s Godj is to eafe themfehes of his Fear. 
But Superftitian (by which the Greeks ay^t 
the Fear of God, add which Tni^ 
PHRASTUS in his Characters cxprefly de- 
fines fo) appears bj.iis name to tea difiemfmtU 
Opinion and Conceit prodt^iw of fu€b mdim 
and ah]eB AffrehenftonSy as debaje and break a 
Ma^s Sprii. for tho be thinks juftfyr t^ » 
there are Divine Powers^ yet fo errcmOM fe 
His .%Mdgmenty that he thinks thej are four 
and vindiatve Beings. Atheifm ia only falfe 
. Reafoningj while Superfiition is not only falfe 
\Reafoningj hut fuperadds a Paifion^ 'viz^ Fear, 
which ^it dejlitsae both of Coetrage and.Rjeafon^ 
' and renders us Jlupid^ diJlrA^ted and unaSlive, 
But cf all Fms^ none confounds a Man Itkt the 
l^eligionary Fear. He fears not the SeSy who 
never goes to Sea ; nor a Battel^ who follows not 
theCamfi nor Robber Sy who Jiirs not.abroAdi 
, nor malicious Informers^ who k k foor Man ; 

\ 

♦ Morals, in Engliflj^ vol U ^%6t^ foc 

t Tbk vm tbe common Dejmt'm of Superftitioa likp^'ife 

4immg the Romans. Hence Horace fa)s^ Quonemalo men* 

tem concuffii ? timore Deomm. 

- .J^ nor 
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of Frbe-Tminki Ne. 

nor Emtdition^ who leads a frivate Life; 
mt Bsrikj$lMkiS, who dmSs w Gaul f nt^ 

Thunder-^bolts^ who dwells in Ethiopia. But 
be who fears the Divine Fomers^ fears ever fx 
*thing^ the Lmd^ the Sea^ tie Jir^ (be Sky, 
the Darky the Light^ a Sound, a Silence, a 
Dream. Evem Slaves forget their Mafiers in 
ibeir jUef ; Sleef lightenube kirns ef the 
ttid ; their angry Sores^ mortify^ d Gangrenes^ 
4ii fimMng Pms dm them fame inter-^ 
tmlpon at night. But Suferflitum mS give 
, ^ truce, at t^ightj nor fuffer the poor Soul fa 
flMM3& 0,Uy ln^be^,« Im $r r^ffite her 
four and difmal Thoughts of God d moment.' 
Neither have they^ when awake, Senfe enough 
fofigbtknd fnUUa$aitbis\mri^ethejmthe 
teaft affprehenfive^ that nothing of aB thai ferric 
ffd them was real ; but fiHl fear an emfty Sha- 
dm^ wbkb eanld never mean tbemi^ snd ebeai 
themfelves afrejb at noon-day. In a wordy the 
thought of Death it felf fnt^ no end to this vain 
und faolifb featt^ but it trsnffende tbafe limits^ 
and extends its Fears beyond the Grav^y aiding 
ta it the Conceit of immortM lUs ; and after 
reffite from fafi Sorrows ^ fancies it fb all next 
enter upon never-ending ones. 1 know not 
what G0tes of Hell open themfelves from be^ 
neath ; Rivers of fire, together with Stygiaa 
Torrent Sy prefect themfelves to view ; a gloomy 
Darknefs appears full of ghafily Specters and 
horrid Shapes, with dreadful Afpe&s a^d doleful 
' Groans y together with ^udgeSy Tormentor Sy^ 
Bits and Caverns full of Mtferys and W oes. 

I J V ' Hig 
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H E fatyrkes likewife the publiclrForfqi; 
of £>evotioi9, which yet arc fuch, as in al- 
moft all Countrys pafs for the true Worfhitt 
of God. Says^iie^-i^ the iame Difconrfi^^ 

*Owf0NbfdGTCCidinSy who bring into Religion 
thut frightful Mien of fordid and vilifjing 

trition^ ahjefi Looks and Countenances^ Con- 
fier nations^ Proflrations^ Disfigurs$iom y, dni^ 
M of Worjbip, Diflartiins, €onpsit^d 
and painful Poflures of the Bodj, wry FaceSj 
beggar Ij, Tones ^ Mumfings, GrinHues^ Grim 
gings^ MdihreAof this kind;^^^ ^^ ^ 

(6.) Varro, the moft taarlBed of jifl 
the R&fmms, fpeiWng o?tb»w Theology, faid, 
f That it contain' d mapj Fables heUm the Dig^ 
i*ity dttd Nature of Immertdl Beings • fueh f<m 
i»p«mt^ m G^ds begotten and proceeding from 
other Gods Heads^ Legs, Thighsf-MuL Blood, 
He likewife affirm'd, (| Tkm" wftv many 
things falft im ktligien, which it was not eon- 
vement for the Vulgar to k»m ; and- ogatu^ 
fame things wbieb, tbo falfe^ JH it mis txM. 
iitm they fffould be believed by them. Upon 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

* As trarjlated in the Charafterifticks, voL 9. p, 1 26. ' 
r '""^ contra dignitatem & naturam Immorta- 

Iium mi. In hoc enim eft, ut Deus alius ex capita, 
alius ex femore fit, alius ex guttis faoguinis flatus. Aug. 

II Multa eSc vera qua vulgo fcire non fit utile, & 
quaedam qua? tamctfi falfa fint, alitcr exiihmare popuium 
cxpediat. Ibid. 1;4* c.31. ^ - • 

which 
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which difcovery of his ftee-Thinkin^, St. 
AusTiKt Who rflford^ the Faifege^ fay$, , 
^ Tlf>^ Vaero biK^m difiavnrs ih fpbai^ 

(7.) THE Grave wd Wife Cato 1I19 

Ceff/br will for ever live iq that noble Fre^m 
'"fhinking Saying roccxded by Cicerq^ 

vhich Cbow« nat ho Maderftood the whole 

Myftery of thcKc^w;* Religion as by J^ax^ 
€ft4kl^% \ I wonder^ f4i4h^ how 0^^ oj^f ' 
Priefis forh^r k¥ghing ht fm offotifK. 

(8.) Ci.cjiB.o, that coofuaimate Jhir 
lofopber and ooble- Patriot, tho he wm 
Chief PrieU and Conffil^ and executed o- 
tber piibbck Oiicc6 (which uru«y|ly 
Men mc^ cautious bnd kfs (iojcere) g^vp 
the great eft proof of his Fm-Thinking. He 
4aly profeit'd tfa^^r^Mrir at H^fpiifk 
Philofopby, which obliged hm*to\\f^tmmMfi 
tihe D(riirimi qJ d Phiiofophersy, .xhw he 

tm^ kti dme^ VA9.no Ceruinty 10 aqy of 

their Schemes ; but wrdte irw Treg^fes^ one 
the N0tfdre <f th4 Gods^ and th^ other 
^mer^ing ^vii^^iim: 'm- the fomwr. of 

which, be has Cfldeavour'd to fliow the 

I > ■ I H i I t i l l I ' l i* I ■» 

* Totum confilium prodidit fapietitum per quos civi-: 
jates & populi regercntur. Ibid. 1. 4. c. 31. 

t Mirari fe aiebat, quod non rideret harufpex, cuoi 
harufpicem vidiffet. Opera Ed, Gror, y*.'^9c6. 
*' II Qui fequuntur difciplinam Academicam, omnes d^(- 
^ipUaas lis pcrfipcre xieceffe eft. De t>eor. K i. 
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'Weakoefii of afl the ArguiMnb^^ 

Stoicks (who were the grt^t Theijts of An- 
tiquity) for the Being of the Gods } Mid io | 
the latter has deftroy'd the whole RcveaPd 
Religion of the Greeks and Romans^ and . ' 
fl)owM the Impofture of aO their Mirajcles, 
/ md-Weaknefs of *he Reafons on wWch it 
was pretended to be founded. Cicero - 
likewife gives us \mQy»n ?ilk^e;mi 'thM 
, of the greatcft part of the Philofophers (asr 
he was well qualify'd to do, having read ! 
t>ver the Writings of them ik% aod cod^ 
versM with the moft eminent of thofe who 
iiv'd in his own time) .wbeo he produces 
«lm as ap loftanoe' *of a frAMe Ofhmm^ 

* That thej wko Jludy Philofophy don^t helievt ' ' 
there are any Gods ; that is, that there exifted 1 1 

m filch Gods as^ei%4>elie?ld%^< People. 

Again, in his TufcuUn Quefiiom^ after hav- 
ing mention^ the \2inovx% \ Notions oi Pfciu 
lofophar$ about the'riinare of ths Sobl- he 

concludes from them, That there can be no^ - 
thing after Death] And as to P£ato^ 
Arguments for thc lmmortality of the Souf, 
fays he to his Dialogift A t t i c u s (or hisi 
Juditory asfome conceive) \\lMm not 



♦ Hujufmodi eft probabile Eos, qui dent Pbilolb- 

phi« operam, flon arbitrari Dcos cfle. Ve iiventim, L u 
Oferay Ed. Gron. p. 157/ • 

t His feotentiis omnibus nihil poft moirtem perdnere 
ad quenquam poteft. Tufc. tlusft. p.34.93. 
♦ ii riatonis rationem prastermittamus, & lianc totam 
fpcm Immortalitatis cclinquamus. p.343S. 




of f REE-Think I NG' ? 

^tt ihemy and let us lay afide dS our Hopes cf 
Imrnomlity. By Which A i c u s under- 

of : the Soul, as is evident from his Anfwer 
trtiich follows : ^ iVbsi^ lays A t ti c u s, 
W^jou difdffom' 4ter btd rustd im 
pie fiich An Kxfe^Ation of a ffoof of the Im^ 
iiivrfdiij of the Sou^i* Tnmh^ l hud rg^ 

much pu efieem^ and whom I admire on your 

^ AND here, becaufe C i c e r o's Works - 
8^ foh^fihequently oicediagainft Ym-^Thinkers 
Itoth fbm the Pulpit tiid ihe. Picfs, atod 
his Exampb itco!rncnended for their Con- 
v^iOd ; • ir^ may "^oot tbe amifs utterly to 
difaf m the Enetays of Fw^^TOiwi^^^^^ 
CERO-s Authority, by briefly^'difcovering . 
-itMMnUn IttpofiiiMam the w 
Ify {bme Men of Learning (eitfteip'tbro^aht 
of Difcernment or want of Honefty) and 
^tkiu^d hy thc^left iMtpcAy om of defer 
renceto the Authority^ of the fornacr.^ 

Ci c B ^ o^s PMkrfbpbical ^orks«ra 

1y written in Dialogue^ in which ^Philofo- 
phers of d^reAt Seds are introduced ar- 



^ An tu, ciim me ia fummam cxpeflationem adduxe- 
ris, deferis ? Errare mchercule raalo cum Pjatone, 
quem tu quam quanti facias, fcio, & auem ex ore tuo 
admiror^ ^uam^umiftifi vejra fejitiie. ^ * ' ' . ^ 



BW^^Af dieir feverai Opifupq^ 
Dialc^ue between aa Epic^rtam, a ^ Sxoiek, 

$fiiAmJtu«timek ; and hkmMf,^ I>fr 
viiuti§M-»f9 a?PUlogUe between his Brother 
QjaiMTUs, who perfooaies a St9fcl^f^,^^i 

iimM. .Now tlwiBifidvni Crkfiv iifN^ 

ever they meet with say Pa(Iage favourable 
CO Sttfujiition, which' Ciasno puts IQ 

tbe^moutfaoecboAiMv^ or nay falfe Argu- 
ment which 'ht makes the Epcurun ufe, 
and which they have thought fit to faodi|^ 
<flKhii9r,iQ<lMloe'»s- Hie ^icmrm Jrguft^ 
from it»f4te IdfdSy and that from the :Ufifvir* 

Godt 01 JBb-ic u k urV fimfe ; 7<lhH .if> ^ 
G^iti dn human ffl>«ft, tvbo took w cart of the 

Ci CE^xos 0^, and would have the 
iderbeljeve 'Cixx£&o look'd on it as coor 
dufive. iiWte^ CtxaHiit kmmaH^ 
far from approving what be makes tbe Stoid: 
■and EfieurtM fpeik, jbat.be does in \m 

vour to confute all their Arguments under 
th» Ferfiao. x£iMa Jf4dmick (of wh^b Sed 
he cfttyitirliore protests' liimfelf) sq^ 
his Difcourfe of Divination baffles^ ajl ^ 
Arguments for Superftitioo, openly 
under his own naflSe.""SdThar C i c e Rd 
is as unfairly dealt with, whenever he is 
cited agajnft Free-Thinking^ as the Priefts 
tbcinfelves wpuld be, did any one cite as 

thevT 



tiltif -SeMiueiitt .wlu» tbKjr 0^ 

Seef ticks f and SoeifttMs fay, in the Di/^giat 
they compofe againft Me . . 

THE true method of difcovering the 
Sentiments of Cicfino, is to fee wftafche 
fayshimialf, tfr«iiidcr;clm Peifmi cf- n-i^^^* 

demick ; as the true method of koowiiig 
what Semimeptsour Divines mwiMui in USt 
Disiogitif^ h Ae what tiwpy make fheir 
Orthodox Dialogift fay. And ii Cijqs.^ 
% o^i R«deis will Mimt this Role of . coa^ 
BlicHi Seni^ in lindctilanding him^ they will 
find him as great a Wne^Tbrnkpif as^ he was % 
9bHofafher^ HHI- OmMt, -ft Mm VirUa^ 
and d P Atria. And diey will never meet 
with any PafTag^ W^^ch in the lea A fiivour 
Safer fiition^ but wBatW plainly throws out 
to fave himfelf from Danger, or to fhow 
SLhetorical Abi% ^ *ay. Ar^^ 



employs in his Oftii0M ta rebttvoiieod him*^ 

fflf f o tl)^/;^ fi.omm;^ M(ik. wh<h jike all 

. Oljlgp 
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* And ya flmetimes- kk 7^1 ogalnQ what be^^ t§fe 
Superftidon madt 4nm fo frnf^ fir^t tmfelf^ at H fpt^ 
that m hk Orations l»hub he could only dp. Tff)fk f0fa§ h 
jyfemUy 4 FMtf(fkir4.. As J&r kiflmc^.f^^^k,.. > . 

tba if^shd Men, as fo/kefimks in fceni vMetiat hMnkits 
ofi ^ibf if re by the Ikh coafpelerttos, iai#uUli Di^> 
pHlfe tf the Gods terrify^d ty orum, terreri fnnamm tm* 
the hkmng TerdHs ef $be A- ' tfisardendbos* • Sua qoeni- 
ryu Every man's mm Ftaud^ ' qoe fratis> flittinltiCiaos, fi|- 
bk own Wickednefs, hk mn um fcdns, foi andacii it 
Viltatff, M emn ^fferate Bold' ikitioict Sc neace dcfttctaf ; 



/ < 



.^DISCOURSE 

other Mohy were extremely fuperftitious^ 
and diffi^d iicx< from the prefm Gmmkm. 
vxRome^ but in having a . more innocent aqd 
lefs abfurd Suferfiition. 

AND if Cicero's Works come once 
to be generally read, a^.of al) hunian Wrjr 
tings they heft dcfervc, k jvUl be ioupd that 
they no more tend to the Service of any 
"Brieftlj Burfofe whatfoever, than the W|it 
tings of the Fohers af th Cbmb (to whom 
tbejI^Vjf .us'd to be refer'd to find what 
tvas not ift them) do the Purpofe of 9^ 
Church^now upon tbeiaQe of the artb. i 

tiefs^puts ldm^fefidet^umfelf, hx fimt impipnun. f(ifi% 

jhefeareiie Pk^fsiMahrr ra. UOrm p. i%7- , 

'ment fht Wicke(f, thtfi the ' " 

pimnes.aA^tlfiTmlm. . , -j} ^ . . , 

. Aaain he fays. When you , ^ Tu chfn furialcs la con- 

%rangue tWfiopU wUb malJh cionibos voces mittis, .cdm 
"am EM^t ^^^^ ^ ' <lomo^ civium emds, ci^m 

VMIA lit Cith^f^y lapidibui optimos viros Fq- 

wbe^jmh fims you "pelt and ro ];>enis, c6m ardentes fd- 

'drhfe 'tbemfiw9ir$bjfSiiuUors ccs in vicinorum t^fta jac- 

^mtbef^nm i you fe$ tas, c&m xdes facras in- 

fire to your Neighbours Noufes^ flammas, d^m fervos con- 

and iutn Temples when ybu ciras, ciim Tacra ludofque 

^'flir up Slaves to Sedition, and conturbas, c^m uxor^m fq- 

difiirb the CMra$ion of Re- rorcmque non difcernis ; 

lieim Ordkumtes \ voben you ciim quod incas pubile noa 

hum no difference between your fentis ; ciitn baccharis, chm 

wkeimd your Sifter^ and mat- furis ; turn das cas pcenas, 

her not wbofe Bed you defile ; quae funt folae hominum fcc- 

when you leudly revel, and leri a diis immortalibus coa- 

oUtrageoMjly debauch *y then you ftit^lt*. iW<^. p. 1^22. 

fuffer thc{e Torments which ' . •• 
alone the Gods have ordain'd 

toprnfltth^Wicie^nefiof Men. ^ x ^ 

(9O Catq 



o/ FREE-TttlNKI NgJ i4jL 

(9.) C A T o of Viica has this great Cha^ 
radcr frcMp Velleius PATEKcuLju^ 
^ That Artr^y 4 Atei?/ fo grea Vmmy thgt 
he was the 'very FiSiure of i>, and in every 
thing h) hii Kj^ltdg AfpaulPi mare to the 
Gods them fo Men. He never did gnj good 
AStions for the refutation of doing them^ hut 
hecdufi be could not do o$herwife. He thought 
etotbing reefoneUe hii eeba teas juB ; gni 
being free from aS the Defeats of Men^ had 

Imune in hie fomr. And the kiinitable 

L u c A N has rai$M a ooble Monpoient, not 
only to his Wifdom and Virtue, but to bis 
Free^Thinking. And I exped four thanks 
for giving it you in the Tr^pflation of an 
Ingenious Author^ as well as in .^iis^i^cjginaJ. 
Oa ihe oocafiop of CatoV mfudiing agt 
the head of an Army through the Defarcs of 
Africa near the Temple of J u p i t £ii . A m« 
,MOH| the Poet fays, . . ... 

pa) 

^ HIS Hefi (as Crouds are fuferfiitious^ 
Curiotts of Feiej of fmttare Good and JBy ' 
And fond to prove Profhetick Ammo N'il 

SktHi 

. . Intreae 

* Homo virtuti fimillimus, & per omnia ingenio diis 
quam hominibus, propior, qui nunquam reftc fecit, ut 
facere videretur, fed quia a liter facere non poterat; cui- 
que id folum vifum t\\ rationem habere, quod baberec 
juftitiam omnibus humanis viciis immunis> femper fortu- 
nam in fua poteftate habuic* c. 35. 

t r \ ' Oiinitcfqtte Catonem 

Print, explorec Lit^m menioiata per orbem 

Numina, 
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Jafredi their Ledder to the Gods would go^ 

But L A B I E N u s Chief the Thought Afprov^d^ 
And tkus the tommoH Suit to C a x o tmh'd. 

Cbi9kfitklih Fmiuk of $h way, hi faid^ 
Have brought J o V ^ V f^id CoumfeU to out 

Jidi 

This gmtefi 6f fb&Q$dsy thU mighty Chiefs 
IneachDipefs fiall be a fun Relief; 
Sbd foim the difittm DMgm from dfur^ 
And tedch the fuHtfe Pmtmet of the fVar. • 
To thee, 0 Cato, Pious^ fViJi^ and^ult. 
Their ddrk Deerees the esmhta Qods fbeSL 
' tfuft ; 

To thee their fore-ditermin^d Will fball tell : 
Th/Hr Win k*e heeit *hj Lm^ skd thou bg^ 

kept it weB. 

Fdte bids thee ttow theHoble Thought improve ; 
fdte htings thee here fei meet aud tM mtb 

Jove* 

Inquire betimes wbsi various Chdttce /ball come^ 
To impious Cms aKj sml thy tedtive Rome ;^ 
Try to Avert nt leafi thy Country^s Doom. S 
V' * ' ' ^,Ad: 

Komina, defamatamlongi judicecsVL 
Maximas Hortator (crntamli voce Deorum 
Eventiis Labienus eric; Sors obftulit, inquit^ 
-i^t fotcmn Tiar, tm iii&gni iHimiftts m 
ConfiUumque Dei: tanto dace pofiumus.itti 
Per Syrcet^ bellique datos cognofcere cafus. 
Nam cut credideritn Superos arcana dacuros, 
Difturofque magis, quam fanfto vera Catoni I 
Certc vica tibi Temper direfta fupernas 
Ad leges, lequerilque Dcum. Datur ecce loqaeodi 
Cum Jove libertas ; inquire in fata nefandi 

C»ians| en tMim veotitf o& txmo opies ; 

• Jure 



o/-F a E B-T» INK I Nr«. 

]Ask if thefe Arms our Freedom &aU rtfiitftt ' 
Or elfe, if Lms mi Right fludlie/fo «wr# 
Be thy great Breafi mtb fmti KJiowlede 

fMgbty ... . A 

Thou that to Vertue ever mt^t inclin^dy -^ f 
Learn what ii is^ how certainly, iefin^d^ 
And kwe fme firfeii Rak to guide Mankind^ 

FuU of the God that dwelt mthin his Br^eafij 
The Btro thus bis fw^Mittd ij^efPd, ' - - 
jind ifAotn Truths reveaPd ; Truths which 

might well . / 

BecMis §^n OtmUs tben^^s ' 'ttt tet. ^ ^ 

Where would thy fond, thy vain Enquiry go ? 
What mfftitk Fate^ wh4t Secret i^ftldji thorn 

Is it a doubt if Death (hould be my Doonty 
Rather than live till Kjngs^and Bandage eanu 
Rstbet tbdts Jh MTyratttcrpiMNtfi^ Rom^l _ 
Or wouldyi thou know, if^ what we value hefe^' 
Life, be a TriHe kardh mrtb anr QiUt9i 
Wbai by otdjtgeand Length of Days we gain^ 
More than to lengthen out the Sex^of Fain ? 

Jore fuo popUlis iici» legumque Ikebit^ 
Aa bdlom ctTileperit. Tua peAofa Aoa 

Voceteple: durs faltem vir^utis amatoc 
Quaere quid eft Tittus, & pofce ptieisifUt honeftL 

lUe dpo plehus, taciti qa^m mente gerefaAt^' 
EfFudit dignas adytis ^peftore voces: 
Quid qusri Labiene Jubps ? Aa Uber.in armis 
Occubuiife velim pociaS| gaam regoa videre-? 
Aa fic vita aihUy led Igtogam diffcrat astas ? ' 
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Or if tbii W(^U wUh4 M t Foms jmfd^ 

The univerfd Malice of Mankind^ • 
Can /bake or the brswMA hQ»eftJ4mii\ 
If ft Me Virtue cm 
While Fortune feeblj threats and frawm^ in 

vainf * • . . 

* * * * ' * 

Jf Good it^ Idzy Speculations dwett^ 
Undbarelj be thefVill of doing weO? 
If Right ie> iudependent of Succefs, 
Jind Conquefi cannot make it more or lefs? 
4re th^Cj^^ Friends^ jh^^.Secrtts you muU 

Thofe Doubts for which to Oracles we go? 
^Tis known ^ ^tis ffan^ ^t,if d s MkesJg fold, 
Jbtd Horned Ammok cM^mcrp unfold : , 
Trom God deriv^d^ to God bj Nature joif^d^ 
We aa the Diiigtes of hiijm^kty Mind : 
4nd tho tbe Priefts are mute^ and Temples JiB^ 
pod never wants a Voice to \Jpeak his WiU.: 
When firfi: we from the taming Womh were 
brought^ 

With inbpr^ Precefls then pur Soul^ .wer^ 
• fr^ught^... V ■ * .... » . 

And then the Maker his new Creatures taught. 
Then when he formed and gave us to be MeUy 

Me gawws trour uftfwi i^jmriei^ Then. 

Cm/ 



An noceat vis ulla bono ? Fortunaque perdat 
Oppofita virtitc minas? Laudandaque velle 
Sit fatis, ^ ntlnqtiam fttcceifu crefcat honeftum ? . 
Scimus, & hOQ.npbis son alcius inferec Amnion. , 
Haereroos' CDf ({i ^uper i^ temploque u centt . 
Nil facimiis noil fponte Dei : nec. vocijbus ullis 
NumcA egeU dixicque femel narccAtibns auftor 

Quicquad 



of Free-Thinking. 

Canfi tbom Mieve tbn vaft Eternal Mindj 

Was e\r to Syrts andljsihxzn Sands confined? 
That he would cbufe this wafie^ this barren^ 

Ground^ * x 

• To teach the thin Inhabitants around^ v 
And leave his Truth in Wilds and DifartsC 

dramn^di J 
Js there a place that God muld chufe to love ^ 
beyond this Earthy the SeaSy jon Heaven above 
Jindvirtuans JkSnds^ the nobleB Throne of^ 

Jove? J 
Wbf feek we farther then ? Behold around , 
Hm aU thou feeft does with the God abdnnd^ > 
Jove is alike in a/1, and always to be found / j 
Lei thofe weak Minds that live in Doubt and 

Fear, 

To juggling Priejls for Oracles repair ; 
One certain Hour Death to each decreed^ 
M) fix*d^ my certain Soul from Doubt bne 
freed : 

The Coward and the Brave are dom^dto faS ; 

And when Jove told this Truthy he told us aS. 
' So ffoke the Hero ; and to keep his word^ 
Nor AmmoNi nor bis Oracle explored; 

But 



Qaicquid fcire licet : fteriles nee legit arenas, 
Uc caneret paacis merlic^oe hoc puWere verum}; 
Eftne Dei fedes, nifi terra, & pontns, & aer, 
£c caelum, & virtus ? Supcros quid qu^rimus ultra ? 
upircr elt quodcunque vides, quocunque naoveris. 
ortilegis cgeant dubii, fempcrrque futuris 
Cafibus ancipites: me non oracula certum, 
Scd mors certa facit : pavido, fortique cadendum cR» 

Hoc latis elt dixitfe lovem. Sic iilc protatur ; ^ ^ 

H Serva- 
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But left the Croud at freedom to helieve^ 
Ami t4ki fnch An^w^ts a the PrkM fimli 
give. 

Foremojl on foot he treads the burning Sandy 
Bearing his Arms in hia- own f Meant ^ Hmki ; 
Scorning anosber^s weary Neak to frefs^ 
Or in a lazy Chariot loll at eaf§ ; 
The fMtiftg Soldier to hie Toil fieeeeeds. 
Where no Command^ but great Example leads. 
Sfaring of Sleeps Jtill for the refi he wakes^ 
. And at the Foeuetain lafi hie Thirfi be flakes:; 
Whenever bj chance fome living Stream isfound^ 
He ^ f^es the cooling DrMglfts ga 

roetnd^ 

Stays till the lajl and meanefi Drudg be f ajl^ 
And4ill his ii laves have drankj difdains t(kSsfie. 
If true good Men deferve immortai Fame, \ 
If Virtue^ tho diftrefs'^d^ be jltH the fame \ 
Whatier OUK Fathers gr^lj sUr^d tada, 
Whatever they bravely fore and mfely knew^ 
Their V tribes all Are hif^ andaHtlfeir Eraife^ 
, bii Que. J 
. ' - • ■ V \ • \ Who 

• ' ' ' \ { ^ ^ ' 

Servataque li.le tcmpli difcedit ab aris. 
Ken exploraturn populis Ammona relinquenSw. 
Jplenianii fua pila t^.erens, pracedit anhcli 
» iVlilitisora pedes: 'moniirat tokrare la bores, 
Non juhet : & nulla vchitur cervice fupinus, 
Carp^ntove fedens. Somni parcifiimus ipi'e di, 
Ult.mus bauftor aquae. Cura tandem fonte repctto 
Indiga cogarur latices potare .juventus, 
Stat, dum lixa bibat. Si veris ina;ina paratur 
Fama bonis, & li fuccelTu nuda rcmoto 
Infpicitnr virtus, qiiicquid laudamus in ullo 
Majoruai, furtuna fuit. C^uisMa^tc lecundo. 



o/ Freest HI N KING. 

Who fir with Battels fortunUilj fought i 
Who 'fit mtb Roman Bhod fuch Honours 

bought ? 

Ihis Trmmfh^ cbis on LybU^s utmoft Bound^ 

With Death smi DefoUt ion compafs^droundy 
To aUthy Glory Po m p e y, / prefer^ ^ 
Thy Trophys mi thy third tritmfhsU Cjt, • T 
To Marius mighty Name^ and great 

Jugutthine War. )i 
His CimtttPff Father berej 0 Rome, behold^ 
Worthy thy Temples^ PrieJiSy and Shrines of 

Gold: 

If err thou hnak thy lordly Mafler^s Chaist^ . 

If Liberty he e*er rejlor'^d again^ 
' Him thou {halt place in thy Ju>ivine Jhodefy 
Swear hy his holy Nami^ and rank himmth 
thy Gods. ' 

* 

(lo.VSfiNECA, whofc excclknt Morals 
are in moft EngUfbrnens hands, and whofe 
Virtue and^ Learning are fo qelebraied,- has 

many Paflages in his Works which fhow 
ibat he was a great Free-Thwker and par- 
ticularly badai wkA^^ Notion of the Wor/bip^ 

of the Gods : for which feme of the modern 



Quis tantum meruit populorum fanguine nomen ! 
Hunc ego per Syrtes, Libyaeque extrema triamphuia ' 
Ducere maluerim, quam ter Capitolia curru 
Scandcre Pompeii, quam frangere colla Jugurthaj. 
Ecce parens verus patria?, dignifTimiis aris 
Roma tuis, per qiicm nunquam jurare pudebit, 
Et quern, li fteteris unquam cervicc foluta. 

Tunc oiim fAcUra Dcum. — — 

Lncan^ 1.9. 
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Friefthood would not only call a Man who 
Ihould talk fo now a Fta^ThMur^ bat an 
Atbeift. Says he, declaring how the Gods 
arc to be worihip'd, * Let us forbid anj ^ 
one tif light Ldmfs to the Gods mfom SMsib* 
ddjs^ hecAufe they xp/tnt no Light j and Men dre 
not pless^d mtk Soot. Let us forkid Mns to 
ferform any Morning-Devotumsj or fo ft si 
the doors of Temples. He wqrfhips God^ toho 
kttorn bim. Let us forbid Mem to tmy dUf 
Linen or Combs to Jupiter, or bold d 
Looking'Gldfs to Juno. God has no need of 
Minifiers or Servsuts. Why foi Boemfe bo 
himfelf ferves Mdnkiud ; snd is resif to djjift 
every body dnd every where. Would jou render 
the Gods propitious to you i Be d good Mmu. 
He honours t%em enough^ who imitates them. 

LIKEWISE be fays, f Superjlitiom is 
a mad Error, It fears thofe who are to be 
lov*d^ and it injures thofe it worjbips. 

AGAIN, This Religiotts Man, like his 
Religious Brethren the Utoisks, denyM the 

* Acccndcre aliqucm lucernam fabbatis prohibearaus, 
quoniam nec dii lumine egent, & ne homines quidcm fu- 
Jigine delc^tantur. Vetcmus lalutationibus matucinis 
fung,i & foribus artidere templorum. Deurn colit, qui 
novit. Vetemus lintea & Arigiles Jovi ferre, & fpecu- 
ium tencrc Junoni. Non quaerit miniliros Deus, Quid 
ni? Ipfe humanogeneri miniftrat: ubique & omnibus 
pracflo ell. Visdcos propitiare ? Bonus cUo. Satis iilos 
coiu.t, quifquis imitatus elt. Ep'ijt. 9$. 

+ Supcrllitio infanus eft error. Amandos timet, q«os 
coiitvwiat. £/>//^ 123, 

Immor- 



^ Preb-Thinking. 1 

Immortality of tl^ Soul. ^ Tou ougbt^ fays 
beto MARCiA5-iiicomfoitiog her for cbe 

death of her Son, to think that he who is dead 
fuSers tto Evil. All that is feign d to he fa 
terriHi ik HeS^ u hi s FJ^U. iVt kMm mU 
th^ir the Dead sre not fubjelt toDarknefs^ nor 
BnJfi»Sj nor Imtmug Rivers^ nor to Waters of 
Fargetfulnefs, nor to Mmf TrA^nati. TAe Paets^ 
have f leased themf elves in feigning thiem^ and 
4ifiltH^,¥A tiS with vain Fears. Death. 
fut$ at$ ami U S omr Mifery, Beytmd thst^ 
our Misfortunes go not. Th^t f laces us in 
titp f^iffn Tm f ptMkij t which m mrt kefart\ 
mf mr0 torn. If any one mmtd grieve for 
thofe who are deady hefistght to grieve for tbofe 
who are nof jet born. 

THIS Freedom of Seneca was fo 
far from kffaoiing the )uft Eftcem which the 

primitive Cbriftians had of his Learning and 
Virtue^ that they thought to do confiderable 
Servio? to Chrifttanity, by forging aCorre- 
Ipondence of f Letters between St. Paul 

* * Cogita nullis def indum malis adici. Ilia quas nobis 
inferos faciunt terribiles fabulam efle. Nullas immmere 
mortuis tenebraSj nec carcerem, nec flumina flagranti! 
igne, nec oblivionis aninem, nec tribunalia. Lufcrunt ifta 
Poetse & vanis hos agicavere terroribus. Mors omnium 
dolorum & folutio eft 6c finis: ultra quam mala noftra 
i^on exeunt> qua^ nos in illam tranquiilitatem in qua an- 
tequam nafcereibttr jacuimus, reponit. Si mortuorum 
aUqais mifcretur^& Jion jatoriua mifimatttr* Cw/. ad 
JHarciarttj c« 19. 

t exiantf and are frUaei h feverat of the old EdU\pns 
«/SenecaV Wor^f^ and very lately in ^^a?^ri9iusf ^ckfex 
ApocryphM Hovi Teft. * p. 892. 
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and him, Thefe Letters are eked by ^ St. * 
Jerom and f St. AusTi'ii as genuine; 
and the former was fo charmM with Se- 
neca, as to put him in his \\ Lift , 

(ii.) Solomon is declared by the 
Word of God co be tht wife fi of Hkn, arid 
^ fome of his Writings are part of God's Word • 
to us ; in which I find fuch Inflances of 
IfH^TMrnking^ chat had he liv'd in onr days, 
and wrote m the fame manner, he would 
have been calumniated as an Mbeiftj unlefs^ 
he had recomcAended bimfelf to the Prieft 
by building of Churches. 

Eccl.i.4 HE lays, Om Generation pdjps awsy, and * 
'^%^> li9\ another Generation Cometh : hut the Earth a* 
bideth for ever. The Sat^ k^o^eth, anithe 
Sm goefhdomn; 'and hajieth to its face where] 
he aroje. The Wind goeth toward the South, and 
turmth about toi^grds thi Norib y it whtft^ 
about continually, and the Wind returkefb agaiit 
according t^ Us circuits. ^ the Rivers rutt 
intothe Sea,,jeitjbt Sea kmtfmU: M the: 
flace from tvhence the Rivers come^ thither 
the) return again. The thing fh^t h^^h bent^ 
it is that which' {ball be ; and that which is- 
^done^ id that which (ball be done;, and there ii 



• * InCatal.Scripr.Eccl. ^^^^ , 

\^ ' t Ep fr. C4. ad >>1accdoniuni. ' ^ 
4 * II In Catalogo Sanilpruci. InC^^ Sfrlft^ fed*. 



Digitized by Google 



^ F R E E-T HINKING. , IJl 

no new thing undtr the Sun. All which is an 
elegant Defcription bf the Eternity of the 
World, nottnuch iifllike thst of the Poel: 

Manilius: Lib. I. 

OmnU mortdU mutant ar lege ereata. 

. Nec fe (ognofcunt terra vertentibus mnU. 

Exat^ variant faciem fer facula gentes^ 
. M mam imolumii mundm^ fua^ue otnnia 
fervat^ . 

" Qtia nec longa dies auget^ nmuitciue feneclus. 
Nec motus punSo currit^ curfujque fatigat : 
Idem femfererit^ quoniam few fer juittdtm. 
Non atium videre patres^ aliumve nefoUs 
Afpicient. Dem esi^ qui non mutatur in 
avo. 

• AGAIN, Solomon fays, I faidin PnyEccL^. 
heart cor^cermng the EjUte of the Sons of Mcn^ ^ 
that God might manifefi them^ and that they 
might fee that they themfelves are Bea/Is. For 
that X9bich,kefalleth Beafts^ even one thing hefal- 
kth them ; as the one dieth^ jo dieth the other ; 
yea^ they have all one Breathy fo that a Man 
hath no pre-eminence ahpve a Beafl : for all is 
Vanity. go to^ one place all are of the 
Duflf and all turn to Dufl again. ^ (Vho 
kmmetb that the Spirit of a Man goetb up- 
ivards, and that the Spirit of a Beafi goeth 
downwards to the earth i W her ef ore I perceive 

m 

* So thii Verfe k rendered in the Vulg. nrJ by Caftalio, 
A»i indeed the Context (bom it Qn^bt to be rendered fo. 
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that there is nothing better than thdt a Mdm 
tijoUe in bis awn Works ^ for ibaf is bis Par- 
Hon : far who jbdU bring him to fee what /ball 
he after him ? In another place he argues 
agaioft a future State^ and obviates therom- 
mon Argunient for it, 6v2Ly]vn ivom Cur bonis 
malcy & malts bene^ in thefe words : In tbt 
ECCL7. J4jf of ProJ ferity be jojfut, but in tbe day of 
»4i Aiverftty confider : God alfo hath fet \ne over 
againfi the other ^ to the end that Man (banli 
find nothing after bim. LaftJy, he fays, The 
5. $5 lo^deddknamnof any thing, neither have they any 
. rnore a Reward ; and that there is na Wt^k^ 
nor Device^ nor Kjtawkdg^ nor Wifdom in 
the Graved 

(12.) THE 



* n u poftble the Reader who it fully perfuaded^ m he hm 
teafon to be, of tbe Immortality of the Soul, upon tbeAntbo* 
rity of JefusChrift, n>hobat brought ImmortaHty to light, 
may be JkrprtTCd that fo wife a Man as Solomon (iMld deny 
fo important a Truth. Wherefore, for tbe VindicMtm (f Solo- 
inon'x want of KnowUdg in thk Point, Iobftrv€y 

I ft. Thitt the Immortality of the Soul was nowhere plain in 
the Old Teftamenr, was denfd by ^Ae Sadducces, th^ mok 
fbilofophical part of the Jewifh Nation, and of whom their 
Magiflrates principally confifted-, was thought doubtful by mofi 
Setts of the Grecian PhilofophcrH ^deufdbytbeStQicMs. 
the moft Religious Scd of * * ^ » 

them ail', had never, accor- Pherecydes Syrius Cquod 
dmg to Cicero, been afferted literis exftet) primiim dixic 
in writing by any Gre^^ animos hominum elTe fern- 
Author cxran t his time be- piternos. Tufc. QugA. Edit. 
tore Pherecydes of the Ifland Davifiu 33. 
Syrus; and was firll taught 

* by the Egyptlws ; or, ac- > Herodotus, Edit. Gene- 

cofding to our Learned sir ]ohn v^, p. 123. 

Marlham, was f their moft f Chron. Cancn, p. 217. 

aoblc Invention. No won- ' 



\f FRBB-THf NKIN6.' 

(la.) THE Pr(?pi&f /J (who had the mofl: 
learned Educ^uon among the "^ews^ and 
were bred up io VMiverfttys calPd Schools if 
the ProphetSy where they learnt to frophejy^ 
and among other means to obtain the Pro-^ 
pheiuk Spirit^ pUfd upon Mufick Md drdnk 
fVwe) were great Fre^-Thinkersy and have 

Jer therefore, if Solomoft f ei^AB^i i% the L^rned Meiro/ 
bk orni Country^ and Hie more Learned P&l^l^s tf Oe 
m%t^ing NaPim, 

sdly. / obferve^ That the true Principles upon which the Im^ 
mrtalify (f the Sml depends^ are only to he fetched- ftm the 
New Teftament. We learn in the Old Teftament, That 
Adam by eating the forbidden Fruit fubje^ed bimfelf and oM 
hit Poflerity to Death : But the New Teftament teaches ui 
to underfiand by Death, eternal Life in Mifcry ; and from 
thence we ^/mjp, that God had but one rvay to put Mankind in a 
capacity of enjoying immortal f/appinefs, viz. by fending Jefus • 
Chriil into the World, who {at God and Man^ and God's Son^ 
and the fame numerical Being voith that God rphofe Son he wat^ 
andyetperfonaffy diJlM from him) only could by hii Sufferings and 
Death give an infinite Satkfa^ion to an infinitely offended Goi^ 
appeafe hit Wrath, and thereby fave the E\e^. Now I muld 
how any Man without Revelation could know that Death 
figrtifyd eternal Life in Mifcry ; or that AdamV Poflerity 
fhould be liable to eternal Damnation for hii Tranfgreffion 5 or 
bow without Revelation jo wonderful a Scheme as thk Gofpel- 
Scheme (which alone lays the foundation of a happy Immwt^' 
Uty) could enter into the wifeft Man*s Imagination / 

* In Judseorum facrificiis incipiebant hymni & chorea 
in laudem numinis, propterea ut videtur, quod poft hila* 
ritatem illam quam c vini hauftu conccperant, aptiores 
yiderentur facro illi enthufiafmo percipiendo quo facra 
ilia elTent peragenda. Multis haec probari poterant, ni 
vidiflem orationem pocihs effe contrahendam. Et vero 
corporeis id genus auxiliis Judaeos ufos effe conftat ad 
concipiendum Spiritum Propheticum. Sic Muficara ad- 
hibuit Elifaeus, cibum filii Efayi, & vinum fenior Ifaacus. 
Dti^mil de Jm La[c. 35^. • 

written 
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wrkteo with as great liberty againft the efta^ 
blifh^A Religion of the Jews (which the Pe(H 
pie looked 00 as the Inftitutioo of God hint- 
Iclf) as if they believ'd it was all Impof- 
lure ; and with as great liberty agaioH: their 
Priefts aod Propbets, as the Aumt of tte 

Rights of the Cbriflim Church has done 

ag^ia(i the Friefts and Prophets of our Ifnel. 

• ■ iMm •m^* « « mm • imam " mm ^m 

I. AS to the ejldlijb'^d Religion fii th^ 
Ifiiahi, Jmf^^dl^y.hy^ Towbst furfofe is thtnmkU 
n— 14. Sacrifices unto me, faith the Lord ? 

1 49n full: of Burnt'Oflerings of Rams^ ^ndf 
tb$ ¥u €f fid Bisfis ; -^^nd 1 delight Mr in tbi 
ilood of BuBocks^ Of of Lambs y or of /jfe* 
Godts. W.hen ye come., to affesr kefoir^. w»f 
1Mb hmh reqkit^d this gt jour hgnds^ ta tredd 
my Courts ? Bri/jg no more vain Oblations^ 
imcenfe is an abomination to me, the new Moons 
Md SMathy the calling of Jjfembljs I cunnot 
away with^ it is Iniquity^ even the foUtnn 
Meeting. Tour new Moons ^ and jour af pointed 
feafls^ my Soulhatetk: they are a trouble to 

E2ck.6. me, I am weary to hear them, Towhat pur^ 

ao- pofe cometh Incenfe from Sheba ? And the 
fweet Cane from a far Country ? Tour Burnt- 
Offerings ar^ not acceptable, nor your Sacrifices 
fweef unto me. Nay, God fays plainly, / 
7* 22. fpake not unto your Fathers^ nor commanded 
them in the day that I brought them out of the 
Land of Egypt, concittting Burnt-Offerings 
20.25. and Sacrifices, / gsve them Statutes^ faith 

* the Lord, that were not goo^ and Judgments 
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vihtfthj tkej could not live. 1 j/|7ijtr ^iiios ^. 

iiift-dMj(Sy fid i m^ mt^ fmU in pur Jikmn^ ^>^^' ^3* 
Jjfewlffys ; '^h^ je \fjfir me Burm-Offvrhjgs^ 
md jour Meat-OffsringSy ^1 will not accept 
fbm: mitb^ mi l regdrdtbe F^Mt^^ 
of your fat Beajls. Take thou away Jrdm tAe* 
the noife of thy Songs ^ far, I wiM^ not hem: the . 
Melody of thy Viols. ■ • . • • ' 

. » 

" *^i/^AS to th^ Priefts Prophets, thty 
fty-, The Prieji Mnd P^ofhtt 4fmi\^eiltK2i.v 

thro ftrong Drink ^ they are pvtJhw^d upof* 

Wtm^ they gre\oui\of tbe^^i^^^^^ 

DNhij ^hty Vffion^ ' fh^ in ' 

"Judgment, — : — The Priefls f aid not ^ Where 

tUMjord f And they that hAndti^ the Lw^ knm ' 

Hie iht r ' the Pnffors have irdhfgrej?d againft 

me^^ and the Prophets prophejf d hy Baal, and 

pMed after ihihgs fhat do 'ffoi frof^.^^^-^Tht_ ' ' * ^ * 

Prophets praf^ff fa[(lj^ and the Priejls beit 5.31. 

rule by their weah^^' ahd my People lonje to hav^ 

k fo.^r-4~ft\)hrihe PVophk-even umo tht,'^^ '6. i^. 

Priefl every one dealeth fdfly. Then the • • 

LiO^ fdid unto ine^ The, Prophet t frophefy lyes 
ft^*^ nanh : I feni tl^m ntrti neither have t 
eommanded them, neither fpuke unto them: 
t^^sprofhefy untp^you, a fjtife Fifwn and Di^ 
ifi^andn, ania ihing of- nought^ and the t)e- 

cYii of their Hearts Both Prophet and 23.11^ 

Briefi are profane:;''-^ I ba'Ve feen tolly in the 
"Prdphets of S^mzxxz, they prbphefy'd in ^^2\^ 

and caufed my People Ifrael to err. 1 have 14, 

fiitt '41/0 in the Prophets of Jcrufal^m an hor^ . 

rible 
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ritk thing : they commit Adultery ^ And walk 
. i» Lyes :. they firengtbe^ M(fo the hands of evil 
doirsy fbsi mme datb reiMrm frmm hie Wicked* 

nefs : they are all of them unto me as Sodonif 
and the Inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. — 

ltt.%%^i$* fr4>m th9 Prophets of Jeruralcin Profammfs 

gone forth thro all the Land. Thus faith 

the Lord of HoftSy Hearken not pffto tfu words.^ 
if the Prophets thai frophefy unto you ; they 
make you vain : they fpeak a Vifwn of their 
ewn Hearty and not put of the Mouth of tbex 

^ Lcfd.-^ Ibavett^ feme thefe Prophets, yet 

they ran ; I bave not fpoken to them^ yet th^\ 

^ 2$, ^'propheffd. They prophefy Lyes in my ttame^ 

3^'jea they are Prophets of Deceit lam again^ 

a7.i6,i7*/^^ Prophets, faith the Lord. Hearken noti 

to your Prophets, for they propbefy a Lje\ei$§$0i 
you ; but ferve the KJng of Babylon. The, 

l^^^^' Enemy have entred the Gates of JeruOileoi^ 
for the Sins of her Prophets and Iniquity of 
her Priefls, that have Jbed the Blood of the. 

Eick.iz.^ufiin the midjl of her. PropheJ} againfk. 

\a2. 25. Prophets. ■ There is a Con/piracy of her 
Prophets like a roaring Lion ravening thf Prey; 
they have devoftrU 6auls : tky ^ave takw the. 
Treafure and preeious things : they have made 
2^. many Widows. They have divined^ fmng^ 
Thus faith the Lord^ wbem the Lord bstut^^ot 

If^f. 9 fpoken. — Js Troops of Robbers wait for a Man^ 
fo the Company of Priefis murder in the way by 

Micah 3. cenfent ; for they, totfemit Leetdnefs.^The Priefis ' 
teach for Hire^ and the Propf^ets divine for. , 
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Jdonji\ yet mil thej lean ufon the Lor dy and 
fdj^ IsMOiibe hwimcng $isi 

T H E S E are all fuch loftances of Free^ 
Thmhffg, that had any Englijbmm calkVl fo 
in our days, they would have had a place in 
.Dr. Sach E V erel's Trjdl and in theiltf- 
freJimMiipm of the homr Houfe of Cottvocstrnt^ 
as proofs of the Profammfs^ BUffhemj^ aa4 
Jbheifm of the Nation. 

(ij.) Next to the Prophets I place Jo- 
se p H o s, who is rhe moft antieot uninfpir^d 
Evidence now remaining for the Authority 
of the Canon of the Old Teftament, He 
was the moft learned and polite Author the 
Jews ever had, and has wrote a fBJiorj of 
his Country, notmuchinferiourinStile, Or- 
4ct^ and Perfpicuity, to the beft of the Gre- 
aan or Roman Hiftorys ; infomuch that in 
reading him I have often wifliM he had had 
a better Subjed, than fuch an //(if rr^/f ^ Emt- 
harousy and Ridiculous ^ People. 

NOW 



The Aiverend Dr. South odmrMy weU deferiks the 
Jews jft part^ when be fi^Sy They were aU 
along a crofs, odd, untoward fort of Peo- Semm^YO^mU 
pie, and fuch as God feems to have p. $39. 
efpous'd to himfelf upon the very fame 
account that Socrates did Xantippe, only for her extreme 
ill Conditions above all that he could pofTibly find, or 
pick out of that Sex ^ and fo the titteft both to exercife 
and declare his admirable Patience to the World. But 
our Reverend and Learned Dn. Spencer and BuraeC have 
defer ib"d tbcm mne of large. S^s tb^ fiiS^ 
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NOW Jos&PHua. is allimr'd by kite 

Prtefis to be a gre^t Ldiitu^nsrUn^ mJL sd^ 

duled to the, gmtd Qfimon^ of ExceHencj 



' liatwe firmed the Jews a* 
Imit all tbe otbtr Mtihikifants 
ji^ tfje Earth of a mmft^ iU* 
'fiatur'dy and infamoujfy ebfti' 

nate Temper, They were a 

burbaroiH and cruel People, — 
SuperjVtthm and djsJiitH^e tf 
'iOmfi aiUlieritkfer ' 

And headis^ U jitlfrf/Giurs 

trnn Monfter^ efpedaSfwkeu h§ 

the V:i)\nc(s of Jgmrante it 
talies m freflf Barbarhy and 
ObjVmacy: And therefore G&d, 
in -dealing mth t hit illiterate 
and exueiingly fuperftithus 
HdiiWj root obliged to mal(e 
ASmaace for their Infirmity^ 
and draw them to himjelf by 
a fort (f Craft, and not by 
Re^tfin. For m Brute is more 
oafs-grain'd^ or requires greater 
Cunning to wnnage^ than the 
fuperJiitioHs Brute^ efpeoiallj if 
lie be ignorant* ' 



The latter fays, Tto from 
the Laws of the ]^\Ns and the 
"Molaick Occomm), one m,iy 
^ ^J^ /iGfv' gy)fi and jJup'id they 
t', and incapable cj under- 
fi inding cither the things of 
thk World or the other. Their 
i/iojl wife LcgijJator would tic- 
X'sr have burden d PhiUfopbers^ 
9r Men capable of Divine 

tbif!i^^ 



tlktiira gentem Hebneo- 
nuB iNtaetsr ODnerCR orbis 

incolas ingenio morofo, dif- 
ficilL & ad infamiam ufqilft 
• pmmSLci, finXiC.^Moribiit 
afperis 6c e£f;rati& — Gens 
ruperftiriofa & omni ucnh 
literature deihcuta. 

mftititthft of the Jeinib LaiPs^ 
Contmnax* aofiem beUua 

fttpei^itio, prasfereioi af> 
ignorantiac teaebris novam 
ferociam in contumaciam 
hauferit. Qpando laqnt 

dea jam negotium dTetcuin 
populo tarn barbaro 8c fo- 
pecfkitionitam ifflpenfede- 
diro ; peocnecdre fuit, ut 
aliquid. corum infirmitati 
daret, cofque doloq'iodam 
fnon argumcntis) ad f-ip- 
fum alliceret. Nullum a iii- 
mal fnperllitiofo, rudi pra?- 
fertim, morofius eft, aut 
majori arte tradandum. 
Spencer de Legjibks J/ebraor, 
p. 628,629. 

Ex Hebraeorum Legibus 
& Odconomia Mofaica ju- 
dicare licet* crafiam hebe- 
tein([ue fuiffe iftius populi 
iiiuolem ; neque rebus na- 
tural ibus conCcmplaniis,aut 
divmis p. rcipicndis, ido- 
neam. Tot ritibus exter- 
nis, tot Ccremoniis infiu^^i- 
feris, totmiautiis & obfer- 
. • vatiunculis. 
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of * Vittue and. Gopdaefs ; that is, to be a 
MiMA of fret Xkntght 904 a Lovn ef Vir$fu* 

; A F E W .Iflftances of bis Free^Tbinking. 
wiU ADC be uoaoceptabk^ to the Reader. He 

fays, f That C a i k, after n tedious '^ourny 
thro fiveral CountrySj took uP at length At y 
NftfS,. 4MJk fettl^ bit skodi : hut wat fo far 
from mending upon his JffliHion^ that he mnt 
richer from had to rm^t^i abandoning himfdf, 
tO'sU mtmner of OutK4gey witbout any manner 
of regard to common Jujlice. He enriched 
himfelf Ij Rapint and Vifi{ence ; and made 
choke of the mofl profligate of Monfiers for 
his Companions^ infiruiting them in the very 
^fyfierjMf theie om^t<4^tton% He- torrupted 



tbinaSf with fp exterpal vaitianculis, viros;philg(b- 
JUtes^ niarj unprofitabU Ci^' pluos aut cicleflaiutt dodles, 
temmys^ fa wmy Trifles ami oeqoaqttatn onedflet (apt* 
things of no auifiquence* ffe ^nciffimus Legiflator. Ni« 
mht^dmthing fprU«aty or A* hil ibceHefttiale, aut a fe^ 
Jhmih^' fnm ■ Senfe^ vol fo, . fi)>^sabAraftttiii> ncque ptfo- 
mwb as the Immortaiity of priarum ammarum immot* 
tbeh ntm So^ls^ In bis Inftltu- talitatein» Ibis' inftitntU dc 
timtt midReiifim\ ^ndinihe rcli^ioniintexait; partter* 
Rewards and Fmfljments fro- que la pnemiis & pceiiis» ad 
niis*d or tbreaterfd for the Ob- legem corroborandam pro- 
fervation or Breath of their pofuis, nil il poUiritus aut 
Law^ there rverc nm beyoad minatus eft ultra hujos vies 
thk Lifcy nothing but temporal terminos, atque bona auC 
C}?d and Evil : and $ hit not ma!:, temporalia : idque notl 
on the Jccount of bit cwn /£> ob iuarn^ fed populi iltius 
mr once ^ but on account of the ignorantiam, & animonim. 
Ignorance^ or rather Stupidity^ ut it^l d icam, era (Tu ucjincm. 
of this Fe»ple, - ArcbMl. FbiL p. 332t 

* Dr. WiUes*% firft Difc. on Jokpbtst^ p. -jo. 

t Jewifli Antiq. /. i. r.j. L'EftrangeV/r4;j/2W«« 

the 
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the Simfliaty of former Times with d novd 
Jmuention of Weights gmd MtifmreSj sttd ex^ 
*ithdffg^d the Innocencj of th^t frimittve Gene-^ 
rofitj and Candour, for the new Tricks of fo^ ^ 

Iky MmdCrsft. All which plaioly fuppofes 
Men before Adam. 

HE fays, * The Ifraelttes Paffage of the 

Red Sea was the fame that haffen^d to the Ma- 
cedonians mnder the Command of Al£XAN* 
D BR aith$ PdttfbUidm Sea : in which there 
^ was nothing miraculous, if f Alex an* 
, j> fi & himfelf is to be believ'd 

WHEN he relates the miraculous Ap-w 
pearance of God at || Moetnt Sinai^ he adds, 
That the Reader maj take this as he fleafes. ' 

INSTEAD of relating the Hiftory of 

Nebuchadnezzar like Daniel, 
l>an. 4. who fays, He was driven from Men^ attd did 
33» 34.36. Grafs like Oxeftj and his Body was wet wish 
the Dew of Heaven^ till his Hairs were grown 
like Eagles Feathers and his Nails like Birds 
Claws: JosEPHUs fells the ftory thus; 
^^in^^/ Nebuchadnezzar after fe* 
wn years fpent in Solitude^ and no one darings 
iesring that time^ /a miie any attempt on his 



* Ibid. /. 2. c. i5. 

+ Literx A lexa ndri, apud Plutarchum in Tit? Alex. 

11 Jewifh Antiq. /. 3. c. 5. 

Govern- 

i^iyiu^t-u Ly Google 
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Government^ God was frevaiPd on to reinJlAte 
him $9$ tbi Exircife of hi$ Kjnglj Ptmer. 

I COULD cue many other Faflkces of 
the like oanurei but ihat I majr not oe te* 

dious, I will give you only one more ; and 
that fhall be tb|e moft remarkable PaiTage ia 
his whole Works^ out of his fecoted Book 
againjl A p P i o n, as ic is tranflated by the 
Reverend * Dr. Wi lles ; Th^ Moses , 
from his Ju(Hce ju$d Piety might very mil judg 
thdt he had God for his Guide, and when he 
met once ferfuaded of thdt himfelfj be^ did well 
to prfttiJie the PeofU to think fo too; jufl as 
the Greeks fret ended to have their Laws from 
ApollOi whether they reaHj thought fo or 
nOy Of thought that the befi wan to make them 
received of the Peofle. 

TO account for this free^Thinking of 
Joseph uSy the Priefts themfelves have 
recourfe to as free a Solution. Our Reve- 
rend and Learned G r e g o r y fays, J o- 
SEP H us being defirous that his Work might 
fittd Mceftation with the Gentiles, took diligent 
heed to make the Difpofition of his Hijiory of 
fuch a Temper J as that nothing fbould be pro- 
posed fo ineredibie^ as not to bear Jome eon* 
gruitj with fuch things which had been known 
before and were hke to be hereafter. 



' » Firft Difc. on ff^hm^ f • 5. 
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(14.) Origen (who was the iSrft 
ChriAian t^at had any general Literature, 
and whofe great Mititjs^ ackxKidkig to a « 

Jleverend * Divine, mp*d off a very popular 
Oijeitsoa Agawfi Cbriftidnifjf Tbd$ hone but 
fools mre Cbriftidns ; and bfl WhoCe iMmgng 
and Piety Eusebius employs the whole 
fixtb Book of his Ecclefufikd Hifiory) wai^ a 
very great Frei-Tbiffk& i and for thtitrealiM 
was not call'd Saint, like fomc other Fathers 
who had the true Title to that Appellation^ 
fronn tfaeir fVd^ of Lesr^hg and EMiff of 
Z^al. He has likewife another noble Tefti- 
mony of his Free-Thinkwg from the great 
Debate mtheCbriftian Church, iVhifka^ be 
was damn*d or no ; which was at length de- 
ccrmioM by the fifth f Geverdl C&umii 10 the 
affirmative, upon the Vifton of 4 holy Old 
Man who dreamt he faxv Origen in Heli^ 
and upon the Kequejt of the then Emperor to 
hdve Origen dnd bU Opinions ddmn'd, 

(15.) MiNUTius Felix, anothifirpo- 

lite and learned Father of the Church, has 
left us an Apology for the Chrijiian Religion^ 

xvhich a Reverend || Author thinhr one of 

the heft Books next the Bible \ wherein he, as 
all underftanding Chriftians muft be, appears 
to have been a great Free-Tbinhr. 



* Reeved Apol. in the Kota^ vol. 2. pt 325, . 

I Binet fill Salut.d 'Origen^, ipi* 

1 /c<fm\Frcf. kfm hu Apologys, u ' 

HE 



of £re E>T H I K K I n g. 
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. H E has fuch a noble Idea of Chriftianity 
as to fay, That riiher tbt ChriftUns were M 
Fhihfafhers^ or dU the old Philojofhers were 
ChripiMs. , 

A N D to the Heathen Objeftion, i Whj 
fheChrijlimH hsinB Akm^ no Churebeg^ no 

publick Preachings nor fahlick Affemblys ; he 
anfwers like a true modern Lacitudinarian 
Free-Thinking Cbriftian : || Whai ilbureh . 
Jbould I build for God^ when the whole World 
cannot tontain him i And when /, who am 
(ndy d MMj live unconfin^d^ Jbai 1 confine the 
Majeffy of God in a little fioufe ? Is it not 
more becoming the Deity to have a Church in 
cur Minds and in (mr Hearts f ' Shall I offer 
Hacrtfices and Oblations to the Deity of tbofe 
things be bns made for my nje, ns if 1 turned 



^ Aut Chriftianos Philofophos efle, ant jPhilofbphos 
faiiTe Chriftianos* Min.felh^ notis var. p. 155, 

t Cur httttas aras habent) nulla templa, nunquaoi pa* 
Uni loquiy nunquam libere congreg^ri P ^. 91. 

I Quod templum ei extruam, cum totus hie mondus 
eumcaperenon poffit? £t cum homo latius mancam, 
infra unam edicuiam vim tancx Majeftacis includam P 
Nonne melius in noftra dedicandus eft mente ? In noftro ' 
imo confecrandus eft pefl^ore ? Hoftias & viftimns do- 
mino oftlram, quasinufuni mciprorulir, ut rejiciani ei 
fuum munus ? Ingratum eft;cui;n lie litabilis hoftia, 
bonus animus, & pura mens, & fincera confcientia. Tgi- 
tur qui innocentiani colit, Domino fupplicat ^ qui jujli- 
tiam, Deo libat ; qui fraudibusabftinc t,^ropitiat Dciim ; 
qui hominem periculo fubripit, opimara victimam csdit. 
Hi?c nortra facrificia, hxc Dei facra funt. Sicapud nos 
reli^iofior iile ^H, qui jufcior. JbU, 313. 
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hick on hu haf^ds the Prefents hi has maie me ? 
This is Ingratitude j jince all the Sacrifice he 
reqs/ires is "^ufiice^ Paritjy Md Sincerity. 
Therefore he who lii^es iftnocentlyy tvorfbips him. 
He who does jufiiee^ Jacrifices. He who ab^ 
ftaiffs from injuftice^ gives fuU SatisfaHion to 
the Deity : And he who faves another from 
danger^ kills the noUefl Vi£iim. Thefe, are our 
Sgcrifices^ this is oar Divine Service ; Jb tbsi 
we e/iee/n the honejleji Man among sis the mofi 
rtligioH^. 

» 

AS MiNUTius Felix, by the fore- 
gOiDg Parjigrapb, iUougbcit part ot the na- 
ture of the Chriftian Worfhip to h% with- 
out an u4lt&r and Sacrifice ; lo confiftently 
wiih himfcH he irtufl: have thought a fro^ * 
fer Privjihood inconfifteot with tb« Chriftian 
i<chgion. . And accordingly he has painted 
out in very lively colours the mifchief of 
fuch a Priefihood, and fhown how happy 
the World was when there was none. Says 
be, ^ Where are there mare Jjjignaiions maJe^ 
more Ptmpng^ more Adult erjs concerted^ than 
b) Fnelis tn their Ojurchej and at their Al- 
tars f And there is more flaming Luji ferfe*. 

^ 

♦ Ubi nuigis fdcerdotibus quam inter aras ^delubrt 
conducuiiLur flupra, tra^anrur lenocinia, adukcria me* 
dicantur? Frequentius denique in aedicuorum SeOulis» 
.qnam in iplis lupanaribus fiagrans libido defungitur. Ec 
tamen ante eos, diu regna teDuerunt, Affyrii, Medi, 
PerCe, Graeci ctiam, & /Egyptii, cum Pontifices & Ar- 
va1es> & SaltoS) &Vcftales, ^ Augures Bon haberent. 
Ibid, 238. 

tretei 

* 



9 

of Free-Thinking. i 

ndied im Rel^ious Houfts tbsm im $b$ fnAlkk . 
Sims. The Aflyrians, Medcs, Perfians, Gre- 
cians, J Egyptians, had jlourilbmg Emfirfs 
wiiboMt dnd before tbere were mj Orders of 
ffUfisintbeWmU. , , 

LASTLY, MiNUTius FELrx un* 
derftood well both the mak fide and kndvijh 
Jideoi humao Nature, when be laid, 'i'lVe 
ksrn Fsblis Jlsfurditys from our ig$9or4»f 
Anceflors ; dnd wh$t is more intolerable, rve 
employ our Learmpj^ and Siifd)s to make fenfe 
^ tbem, 

a celebrated (Afncan 
Bi(hop of the fihh Century, and a great 

Fhilofopher, had, like Grig en and Mi- 
nut i u s Felix, too much Learning and 
too little Zeal to be calPd Saint ; and was 
fo uprightly fincere, iivrc he wouiJ not ac- 
cept of his Binioprick but upon thj folio vv- 
ing Free-TbiuksMfg terms : f To fbake thoji 
■ Doctrines^ fays he, thxt are demortffrated^ is 
difficulty or [rather imfoffihle. 'nd you know 
that Philofofhy iiincon ft (lent with the common 
received Opinions. 1 cau never believe the 

Soul 



* Fabulas& errorcsab rmperitis parentibus difcimus, 
& quod eft gravius, iplis ftodiis & difciplinis eUboramus* 
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mtfmwr Jay $h4t$kiV0kfiffi its Pdfis 

mU perijh together. I think that known thred- 
bMfe Story of th$ Refiin$&ion utmedls fome^ 
thing fdcred dnd not fit to be dhulg^d^ and am 
far from acknowledging the common Opinions 
concerning it. Ws tru$^ d Philofofhicsl Mimd 
inffiffing Truth, yields to the neceffitj of dif- 
guifing. For Light bears the ftrne comfarifon 
$0 Trutb^ that the Sight does to vmijgsr Peofle. 
As Sight therefore cannot without great in-- 
jury to it Jilf enjoy immoderate Light ^ and 
Darknefs ts more fuitiile to thofe who haw 
fore Eyes ; fo I affirm Difguife is more ufeful to 
the Vulgar^ and Truth hurts thofe who cannot 
look into the Evidence of things. If therefore 
the Laws of Epifcofacy ejlabl/fh^d among U4 
allow of this^ I can fubmtt to he confecrated ; 
while I have the liberty to fhilofophize at home^ 
and talk wyflerioujly to the People in publick^ 
neither teaching them any thing thorowly^ nor 
unteaching them any things imt fuffering tbem 

to 

^ , „ . „, j^irtA^i«Jf 

TO cy.ccz^ i^r.Kjfx^T.c,V, WtM K:t'i TO ^iv'Jhf o^Ao< thai 

f*4 
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jtpim$»mae imtbeir fmoilsmPd Optukms. But 

if they fufpofe a Bifi^op (hould be fo ajfeSf ed, 
d»d\teJske the common People in his Of imonSy 
itsmmr^a fM^kly difioveri^^ mj fetf. 
For rvhkt relation h^zs Philofophy to the common 
Feopie i "I he Tru^ in Divine Things ought 
$0 he k9pi myftmoms: Bai she People ought t0 
beotherwife affe^ed. Jgain and again I rviU 
fpBskiti^ 1 think a tvife Man neither dtj covers 
himfe^'^tiar k difcovir^d wkbtmt extreme ne» 
ceffity. But if you make me a . Bi/bop^ I will 
coetnUrfeUr mj Opimoss, Of this I call 
Qodfm^\ANmiotPitmji. ^Adbe was made 
BiQiop. of Cyrepe on thefe Free-Thinking 

Terms.. ; .? ' 



»• 



: BUT I muft not conceal from you, That 
as they who eleded him knew the mighty 
efficacy of a Bifboprick to convert, and 
therefore doubted not of his fpeedy Orthodoxy; 
fo^ he slid Mt fail ibem^ buc was foon en^ 
lightened in the point of tHe RefurreBion. 
For wheu -j- E v a g r i u s, a Heathen Philo- 

^ - ^ ^ 

Mai<FKPV. ikiC uH pi' rot j^iitJtJhi(nim^ yAmw J §mf 
Opera, p. 249- 

' ♦ Phocii Biblioth. Cod. 26, 

t Dupin Bibl. Seicle. $. prem* par. p. 845, 84^^ tAe^ 
M( <jf Pwtum bpirituale. 
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fopber, and his old Fneod^ came to vift 

him upon his Promotion, Synesius took 
a great deal of pains to convert him ; info* 
much that the Pbilofbpber dcclar'd hknfetf 
convincM of the Truth of the Chriftian 
Religioo^ and ia particular of the Refur- 
- region. And the following Fkitkular is re^ 
corded in Eccleftafticd H^orj^ as an Evi- 
dence of the Sincerity of them botb^ and 
iikewife as an undoubted Proof of the Refine 
retHon it felf. The Philofopher, after bo 
bad . received bis Baptifin, came to Sthb^ 
sins, and gave him a Sam of Mony to 
diftribuie among the Poor, and requirM a 
Note under his Hdndy by wbicb be, ibould' 
oblige himfelf to pay it him again in the 
other World. Synesius made no fcru- 
ple to give him fuch a Noti. The Fbilofo* 
phcrkcpt the Note^ and fome time before 
Jiis death order'd his Children to put it into 
his Coffin with bim. Three days after bis 
.death, he appeared to Synesius, and de- 
lir'd him to come to his Tomb, and take up 
the No$e .he had given him, becaufe he had 
receivVI his Mony, and afTurM him he 
fliould find a Receu under his Hand at th? 
bottom of the Nott. Synesius, who 
knew not that Evagrius's Children had 
put the Note in their Father's Cbffip, feot 
to them, and having found out the Truth of 
the matter, and acquainted them with what 
had happened, went with the Clergy and 
Magiftratcs of Cyrene to the Tomb, open'd 
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tlie Coffin, found the Note, and a Receit 
under Evagrius's Hand. And as a 
proof of aU tbisy the Note and Receif were 
prefervM in the Vefkrj .of the Epifcopat 
Chucch of Qin$n. 

• 

(17.) MY Lord Bacon fhow'd him- 
fclf to be a great Free^Tbiaker, not only by 
throwing off the old aad introducing a new 
Philofophy, but by feveral PalTages in his 
Works relating diredly to Religion, He ex? 
|riato\i the whole Secret of Superftition^ 
when he faid, ^ Thai Nature ha^s fL anted in 
ever) hving thing 4 kinJi of Care a^d Fear or 
tbe ^pneferv^iM ef its amt$ Life and Beings 
and for the fhunning and refifling of. Evils 
thai maj hefal it : And jet this Nature knows 
mU bam ta keef 4 mea»j hstt always intermixeth 
vain and empty Fears ; Jb that all things ( if 
their injides might Ife fien) ate fui of Fanick 
teasrs : And Jkove oB^ iien^ and effeciaSy the 
Vulgar^ who are loaded and tofs^d about with 
.Suferftition (which k mtthing elfe hmV^vkk 



* Katurarerum omnibus viventibus indidit metum & 
fioniiiiliQein^ vicae atque eflentia) fus conrervacricem, ac 
.mala iqgrneiitia vitantem & depellentem. VeruntameQ 
cadcm natara modom cenere nefcia eft, fed timoribus fa- 
iQCatibtts Temper vanos & inanes admifcet; adeo ut (ft 
iliais confpici dareatar) Famck Terrwibtft plenifiima fint: 
prsfertim hvmana, & maxima omniam apod vulgum, 
qui AlperftitioQe (quae ver^ nihil aliod eft nift Famcm 
Terror) in immenfam laborat & agicatur, przcipu^ cem- 
poribusdnris, trepidts, dc ad?erlis; AMsm. Seient. L2. 

F^aO 
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Fear) effeiudfy m times €f Difficulty j DMger^ 
mJL Adverjity. And he commends this 
*Ssfing €j Epicurus m iivm^ That 
^ wife Men are not profime when tlN]r 
deny the Gods of the common Peofd^ 
but they are pro&ne when they thuik 
<^ the<jodsare fuch as the common People 
^ believe in.** . » . : ♦ 

HE likewife (hows his Sufplcion of the 
Fads upon which moft of the Superftitioos 
of the World are grounded, whco he fays^ 

•f- That whatever Any way has the leafi relation 
to Religion^ k fsrtkuliurfy liable to Sufficion ^ 
m for iMjUme, the ftrange Story mm 
digys recorded by 'Lwx* 

LASTLY, He fa w clearly into the MiC 

chief of SuferjHtio», when he prefer'd A^ 
tbeifm to ic in his Ejfay upon that Sub)e3r 

(i8.) Thomas Hobbes of Malmef 
hmry^ notwithftanding Ms feveral fiiife Opi'* 

nions and his High-Church Politicks^ is a 
great infiance ot Learning, VirtUQ> and 
Free-Thinking. My Lord C|;;Aiie»oor 



* * Ut Divine Epicama locatus fit, I>e$s vulgi ni^ 
gtn profiWkm, fed vulgi opiidms Dm atrUcm ynfimm* 
Ilud. 

t Mazime habenda font pxo fufpeftis quas quomodo* 
canque depcQdent I Religione, ut prodigia Livii« Hw. 
Or^n 1..2. aph, 29. 

fays, 
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fays, * Hu Leviathan conuhs in it gook 
lidrnmg of aU kinds^ folitely extrsShd^ smd 
vny mtiify Md CBMimgly digepd im a v$rf 
ccmmenddble Method^ arid i» a vigarous And 
fUsfdn$ Stile. ■ ■ That among $bi excellent^- 
Qualityi^ smd f4i$uitys with which 

Mr. HoBBEs is plentifully endow^dy his Or^ 
der and Methady and hi$ clear Exfreffions^ bit 
Cmccefti0»s m mighty, proper, and jign^cant 
Words, are very remarkable and commendable. 

— 'That his whole Book difcav'ers 4 Mafiep^ v. 21. 
Facfilty in miking bard things eajy to he un^ 
derftood. But lor his Virtue, my Lord 
lays, Hi is one of his oldeft JcqMintdnce^ adiv. 3. 
tf whom he has always had a great efteem^ as a 
Man who, beftdes his eminent Parts of Learning 
smd Kjiomledg, haih beers always looked on 4$ 
a Man of Probity^ and of a Life free from 

. : -I 

• (19.) THE next Inftance I fliall lafy 
before you, lhall be Archbifliop Tii:*' 
L o T s o N ; whom all EngU[b Free-Thinkers 
own as their Head, and whom even the 
Enemys of Free-^Thinking will allow *fe6 
be a prcfjper Inftance to my purpofe. 
His Learning and Good Senfe are difputed 
by none. And for bis Virtue and Frei- 
Tbittktng^ I appeal to Dr. H i c k e s, who 



* Survey, p, 2. 
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fays, ^ €$u$^i feverdt t0 . turn Atheiflsy 
and ridicule the Priefthood and Religion ; 

and who records him for the Graved 
tbeift tb£t ivtr moi. Where by a Frame* 

ter of Atheifm and Contempt of the Priefl' 
baod^ and by Atheiftj ought to be underftcod 
(confidering whofe Language it is, and to 
whom it is apply ^d) a Man who did not take 
0f bii Ofinio»s ufon the Authority of any Ms0, 
Of encourage others to do fo^ that is, a Free.* 
Tbinker ; and by Grave^ ought to be under- 
ftood A Man of Virtue and Morals. But 
his Works are the Pobleft Tcnimony. They^ 
tbo chiefly confifting of Sermons^ tend to 
ihe prooioting of true Religion or Virtue 
(in the praftice whereof the Peace and Hap- 
pinefs of Society coofift) and tree-Thinking : 
and in them he has greatly exceeded the Idea 

he us'd to give of thcGoodnefs of a Sermon^ 
by frequently repieating the words of a witty 
Man, That it woe 4 good $ermn whieb bad 
bftrt i» ij. . 

WHAT a charming Idea does he give 
.us of the Deity f It is alone fufBcient, 
.without any further Argument^ to ms^e 
the Atheifl wifh there were a Deity, and by 
filcncing his Prejudices difpofe him to Con- 
vi&ion. t Did but Men^ fays he, eouftder 



♦ Hkkfs*% Difc on tiSotfm and Burnt ^ p. 38, 40, 74. 
t Serffioas, W. i. />. 651. 

the 
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tbt tim N<aio» of Gody be muld appear fi 
lovely a Being, and Jo full of Goodnefs, and 
of g& .defirable PerfeHions, that even thofe 
very Perjimi who art offuch irregular Vnder^ . 
Jandings as not to believe there it * God, yet 
eould not refrain from wifbtng with all their 
hearts that there were one. For it it not reaUy 
defirable to every Man, that there fbould be ■ 
fuehd Beings M takes particular care of every 
one of ut, and loves US^ and delights to do ut 
good ; as underjlands all our W ants, and is 
■aUe and willing to relieve us tn our great efi 
Jlraits, when nothing el fe can? hit Hot every 
Man's interefi, that there [hould be fuch * 
Governour of the World^ m really deftgns our 
Happinefs, and hath omitted nothing that ts 
neeeJTary to if, as would govern us for our 
■advantage, and will require nothing of us but 
what is for our good, and yet wii tnfnttely 
reward us for the doing of that which u beft 
for our [elves ? And we have reafon to be- 
lieve God to be^ fuch a Beings if he be at all. 

W H AT a Chriftianit^y and how diffe- 
rent from that ot the Impofers of Creeds, 
Ceremonies, and particular Forms ot Ec- 
clcfiaftical Government, does he fet, before 
us? *Jll the Dutys, fays he, of Chnfttan 
netigion whith refpeti God, are no other but 
what natural Light prompt Men to, excepting 
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the tm Sacraments^ and fraying to God in the 
Ham and i} the Mediation of Chrifi. And 
CvM diefc things (which lay ilo Obligatioo 
upon us, but as they are the pure pofitive 
Coaimaads of God) be joftly obferves, are 
tif lefs momeht than any of tbofe parts of 
ll.€ligion which in their own nature tend to 
the Happinefs of human Society. ^Fipr, 

fays he, / think my [elf ohli£d to ital plainly^ 
and to he fo faithful to Mothers, as tell 
them thai nkffing their mete Chiidrete is Atne^ 
tural Duty ; a^^d becaufe it is fo, of a more 
4i$difpenfahle Obligation thorn any poftive Pre^ 
Mept of Reveal'd Reiigiote. And as he t>lain<^ 
ly faw, i" That all Se£fs are commonly moft 
hot and furitms for thofe things for which there 
is leafi resfote fo he tod the courage to fay. 
Better it mre that there were no ReveaPd jR^- 
di^iote, and that humats Nature were left t0 
the Comluff of itt dwrs Prineiplef ated ItteHtts- 
tionSd which are much more mild and merciful^ 
mueb mare for the Peace attd Happinefs tf 
human Society^ than to be a&ed by a ReligiofS 
which injpires Menjvith fo wild a Fury. 

THEN, in the Interpretation of rvhat 
God has reveaPdy he fays we are to goverte 
our /elves by our naiural Notions ; and that 

4 Miracle u not enough to give credit to a 



♦ Six Sermons, (f^c* 73. 
t Vol. 3. p. 350. 
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. Pfi^ei^ ffho t€uh$$h mtj thing tO9$fr0y to 
curnaturAl Notions. - \ 

WITH refpea to the Meetings of 

Priefts in their Coumilsy Convocations^ Ge^ 
nerd Jjfemtijs, Synods, and PresbjperjSy h\% 

EoeAiys tedord this Boi^ Mbt of his^ ^ Tifnt 

he m%fer knerv any Good to come from the 
Meetings of Priejls. But his own words 
Of the fec^d Qmird CMneil €f Nks, nux^ , 
felly fhow his Judgment of the Authority 
of fuch Bodys : f That if d General Council 
of Aiheifts had met together wkh Mr defign tit . 
ahufe Rtltgion^ by talking ridiculoujly con* 
cerningit^ they could not have done it more 

efe&uaBy, But nothing can exceed the Free^ 

dom, Courage, and Honefty of what he 
fays elfe where ; \\Thuif all the great Ma* 
thematieians of all Ages^ A r c h i m bi>bs^ 
And Euclid, and A p o l jl o n i u s, and 
DtOP^kAKTOSi &c. could he fupfos^d to 

meet in 4 General Couffcll, and jbould theri^^ 
declare in the mofl folemn manner y and give 
it under their Hands and Seds^ That twice 
two did not make four, but five ; this mould 
not in the leaft move htm to be of their mind» 

■ * 

LASTLY, He not only afferts our 
Right to think freely^ but exprcITes his Afto* ^ 



* Letter to a Convocation-Man, ^« 8. 
t Rule of Faith, 251. 
^ Six Sermuns, />. 13. 

niO^ment: 
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nifhment at oar Stupidity^ for allowing It to 
be caird in queftioo. Says he, ^ O^r tefi 
Redfon is fhort and imperfeSf : but finci it is 
no better^ we mujl make uje of it as it is, smi 
make the bejt of if. And he has nftm mmm 
der^d that People can with patience endure to 
he AT their ^ Teaahers stfd Guides taik again 
Reafate ; tmdteot only fo^ but they fgy tbaea 
a greater Suhmiffion and Veneration for it. 
One would thit^k this but an odd way to guit$ 
Juthoritj over the Minds cf Mem ; bmpmse 
skilful and designing Men have found by ex^ 
faience ^ that it is a very g4k^ way to ragom^ 
mend them to the Jgni^ant^ as Nearfet mfi t0 
endear themfelves to Children bj ferfetual 
i^oifi and Nonjenft. 

I CANNOT clofe ibis Account of 
free^Thinkers better than wkb this excet 

lent Pei fon ; bccaufe no Free-Thinker will 
be jdilluib'd to (hare with him in the Re- 
proaches of Aibeifm, Libertinifmy or any 
other groundlcfs or lanclify'd Calumnys ; 
or be concerned for his Reputation among 
any, except thofe who have fuch a degree 

o\ Vnderf landing and Morality^ as to value 
a Per ton w^hoi^Works tend to tnuch to the 
Improvement: of thok things, wherein alotae 
conlifts the Perfection of Man. ' 

♦ Sermons, ^iitct kn Veatb, v©l. i- p. 68^ ^9. 
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I MIGHT in like manner have irt- 
Bam^d ia Ekasmus^ Eatber Paul^ Jo^ 

S£PH SC ALIGBR, -CaKTBSIUS, GaS^ * 

S£Ki>us^ Grotius, Hooker,Chil- ; 

JLIKG.WOETBi.Lprd FALKLAKD^.Locd. 

Herbert of Qberbrnj^ Seldbn^. 
Hales, Milton, Wilkins, Mar- 
sham, Spbkcbr, Whitchcot, 
Cud WORTH, More, Sir W. Tem- 
ple, and JUo CKE ; but that I am afraid 
I fa^ve beeo already . too tediou$: aiid .be'* . 
fides, they arc all already known for their 
Fenetracioo^ Virtue, and Fm-Thinkiog^ to 
thofe If bo apply tbemfeins to chc reading * 
of the bcft modern Authors, and even by 
Fame to Qtl^ers* I will only add, Thar as 
I take it (0 bQ a difficult, if not impoffible 
Task, to name a Man diftinguifh'd for his 
Senfe and Virtue, and who has left any, 
thing behind him to enable us to judg of 
him, who has not given us fome proofs of 
his Free-Tbiakinjg^ by departing from the 
Opinions commonly receiv'd (as indeed eve- 
ry Man of - Senfe who thinks at all mud 
do, unlefs it can be fupposM polfible, \ybea 
Opinions prevail by mere CbMce wittout aojr 
regard to Reafon^ that Reafon and Chance 
ihouid produce the fame effed <f) fo I look 
upon it as impoQible lo name an Enmy to 
Free-Thinkwgj however dignify'd or diftin- 
guilb'd, who has not been either Cracio* 

M trained 
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brain'd and Enthunaftical, or guilty of the 
moft DkbolfiAl Victi^ Malic*, AMbiliob^ 
Inhumanity, and ftickiag at no means (tho 
ever fo iainioAl) which be thought tefided 
toGod'sGlory anddieOoodof mCbwdii 
or has not left u$ fomft Oiarks of hisprofou&d 
IgQoram «ad Brwalicy « ' 

< • r • 

THUSy Sm, I bavt codcavoiir'd to 
execute youf Coctiitiatlda, add giv« you fte6 
leave to make any ufe you pleafe of what I 
have written^ with tbii timicattoo^ That if 
you think fo well of it as to commit it to 
the Frefty you would conceal your Natlte^ 
and kt it go abroad withottt the Cradk of 
your Approbation : For I think it Virtue 
enough to endeavour to do Good, only 
within the boanda 6f doibg yottf fdf M 
Harm. I am " • • 



■Willi Tilll ft <MMM|>Mii 
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